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RYDE SOLDIER FOUND DEAD 

ON RAILWAY 
 

 Gunner Keith Arthur PUNTER, aged 19, youngest son of Mrs. M. PUNTER, a widow, of Thanet 

House, Vernon Square, Ryde, was found dead on the railway line at the mouth of Northgate Tunnel, near 

Chester, on Monday morning.  He had been on 48 hours’ leave and was returning by train to Saighton Royal 

Artillery Camp, near Chester, after visiting a married sister, Mrs. ROGERS, at Luton. 

 One of a family of three sons and three daughters, Gunner PUNTER attended the Ryde C.E. 

Secondary Modern School until he was 14, and spent his last year of school life at the Ryde County 

Secondary Modern School.  He was afterwards employed by J. P. CLARK (Ryde), Ltd., confectioners and 

caterers, and completed his apprenticeship as a baker shortly before beginning his national service training a 

year ago.  His last visit to his home was at Christmas. 

 The inquest has not yet been held. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY PRESS Saturday 21
st
 February 1953 

 

FUNERAL OF RYDE SOLDIER 
 

 The funeral took place at All Saints’ Parish Church on Monday of Gunner Keith Arthur PUNTER, 

aged 19, youngest son of Mrs. M. PUNTER, a widow, of Thanet House, Vernon Square, Ryde.  Gunner 

PUNTER was found dead on the railway line near Chester last week.  He was returning by train to Saighton 

Royal Artillery Camp. 

 The Rev. L. H. LETHBRIDGE officiated.  The coffin was borne by eight bearers from the 76
th

 

H.A.A. Regiment R.A. (Albany Barracks), who also sent a contingent and a firing party to the graveside at 

Ryde Cemetery, where a bugler from the R.A.S.C. Waterborne Training Company, Freshwater, sounded the 

Last Post and Reveille.  The mourners were Mrs. M. PUNTER (mother), Mr. H. PUNTER (brother), the 

Misses J. WILLET and P. PUNTER (sisters), Mrs. F. MCKENNA (aunt), and Mrs. M. WRIGHT (cousin).  

The floral tributes included those from the officers and men of the 20
th

 H.A.A. Regiment R.A., with whom 

Gunner PUNTER served, and the 76
th

 H.A.A. Regiment R.A. 

 Messrs. J. H. PERKIS and Son made the arrangements. 

 The news of Gunner PUNTER’s death was radioed to his brother, Marine Ronald WILLETT, 

serving with H.M.S. Birmingham in Korean waters. 

 The inquest will be held on Monday. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY PRESS Saturday 21
st
 February 1953 

 

Acknowledgment:- 

PUNTER,---Mr. and Mrs. PUNTER and family wish to thank kind friends for their sympathy and floral 

tributes in their sad loss. 
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RYDE GUNNER’S DEATH 

ON RAILWAY 
--------------------------- 

MISADVENTURE VERDICT 
 

 A verdict of death – by misadventure was returned by a jury at a resumed inquest at Chester on 

Monday on Gunner Keith Arthur PUNTER, 18, of Thanet House, Vernon Square, Ryde, who was 



stationed at Saighton Camp, Chester, with the 21
st
 H.A.A. Regiment.  The body was found lying on the 

railway line at Chester on February 9
th

, the morning he was returning from short leave. 

 Dr. Arthur Harold WILD, house surgeon at Chester Royal Infirmary, said death was due to multiple 

injuries, including a broken jaw, a severed right arm, an almost severed left arm, crushed chest, broken ribs 

and neck, and other injuries. 

 Bombardier John Henry FITT, of Topham Street, Farringdon Road, London, E.C.1, also stationed at 

Saighton Camp, said that he travelled with PUNTER on the 10.50 p.m. Euston-Crew train on February 8
th

.  

PUNTER, who was perfectly sober and was “a normal cheerful chap,” told him that he had been visiting his 

sister in Luton, and had been keeping late hours.  At Crew they changed trains.  PUNTER got a seat, and he 

stood in the corridor.  At Chester he hurried to get a taxi to get back to camp. 

 John ROBERTS, of Tan-y-Groes, Holyhead, ticket collector, said that the soldiers who travelled on 

the train were often so tired that he found them difficult to wake up. 

 Mr. David HUGHES, the Chester City Coroner, said that there was no direct evidence to show how 

PUNTER came to be on the line.  There was no suggestion that there was anything unhappy about him, or 

that he was in any trouble of any kind.  The train was crowded with Service men, and it was probable that 

PUNTER dozed off, woke up to find the compartment empty and the train moving, and attempted to get out. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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