
ISLE OF WIGHT TIMES Thursday 4th November 1920 

 

DAIRYMAN’S DEATH. 

 

 A painfully sudden death occurred on Monday, the deceased being a well-known 

local dairyman, Mr. Ernest Joseph SMITH 41, of 4 Arthur-street, who whilst driving cows 

into a field from Pelhurst-road, fell to the ground and expired. 

 At the inquest on Wednesday afternoon at the Primitive Methodist schoolroom, High 

Street, Albert E. SMITH, greengrocer, High-street, a brother, identified the body, and said he 

last saw defendant on Monday, half an hour before his death and he was then in excellent 

health.  He had not had a doctor since he was a boy of eight. 

 James HALL, Daniel-street, cowman in the employ of deceased, was too ill to attend, 

but his statement was read over to the effect that on Monday they had been working together 

at Pell Farm, and he left him to go to dinner about 12.30.  An hour afterwards he met him in 

Queens-road, and helped him to drive the cows to Pelhurst-road into a field leading to the 

dairy at the farm.  Witness went on with the cows leaving deceased to fasten the gate and had 

gone about 25 yards when looking back he observed him lying on his back on the ground.  

He asked him what was the matter but he did not speak, his mouth being opened and his eyes 

fixed.  He called to some men passing and they went for Dr. KENNEDY. 

 The Doctor stated he arrived at 1.50 p.m. and found deceased had expired.  He made a 

post mortem examination and found disease of aortic valves of the heart with acute dyspepsia 

which after a heavy meal caused syncope.  The calcareous condition had evidently existed for 

some years. 

 A verdict of “Death form natural causes” was returned. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ISLE OF WIGHT TIMES Thursday 18th November 1920 

 

 FUNERAL - The funeral took placed on Thursday November 4th at the Cemetery of 

Mr. E. SMITH, late of 4 Arthur Street, who died suddenly on Monday the 1st November.  The 

Rev. G.C. RUBIE officiated.  The mourners were his little son, Mr. George William and 

Albert SMITH brothers, Mr. SUMMERS brother-in-law, the Ryde Dairymen’s Association 

and other friends.  There were many beautiful floral tributes.  The arrangements were carried 

out by Mr. C. LANGDON.   

 Mrs. SMITH wishes to take this opportunity of thanking all kind friends for sympathy 

shown with the in her bereavement. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

NB: We note a discrepancy with the 2nd name which gives “Joseph” in the above inquest 

report,  the correct name being “James” as shown in all other records found. 
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