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TWO BODIES FOUND OFF RYDE. 

STRANGE CASE OF DOUBLE SUICIDE 

 

 On Thursday morning, about half-past 7, Mr WILLIAMS, of Sea View, discovered the 

bodies of a man and a woman on the rocks about 50 yards from Mr HUTT's round tower. 

Information was immediately given to the police. The man has the appearance of a respectable 

butler, of about 40 years of age, and the woman, who was very respectably dressed, was about 22. 

The only clues to their identity were that on one of the handkerchiefs in the man's pocket is the 

name Acton (?) GRAY - the Christian name is doubtful, being very indistinct - and on another the 

initials "A. G.," while the woman's handkerchief was marked "E." In the woman's pocket was a 

receipt for a registered parcel addressed to Mrs BUTT, 30, Lower Stockbridge Road, Winchester, 

which parcel was posted at the Strand Office, Ryde, on March 30th. Other noticeable facts are that 

the man's silver watch was stopped at 9.15, and the woman's, which was in a leather armlet in her 

pocket, at 8. The man's pocket contained only a small sum in money. He had a programme of this 

week's performances at the Theatre Royal, Portsmouth, in his possession, and a pair of man's and 

woman's kid gloves. Under the woman's dress, over her heart, was a photograph of her male 

companion taken at Aldershot. 

______________________ 

 

 An inquiry was held by the Coroner for the Island (Mr E. F. BLAKE), this Friday morning, 

at the New Inn, High Park, on the bodies of Thomas FRENCH, 37, of Farnham, Surrey, and 

Ellen HOOTEN, aged about 22, also of Farnham, Surrey. Mr NOYES was elected foreman of the 

jury. The first witness called was,  

 Henry WILLIAMS, of Nelson Place, Ryde, who deposed that he was a cellarman at the 

Hotel, Sea View. On Thursday morning he was going towards Sea View, by the wall, about 7 

a.m., when he saw the cloak of a woman on the water above the rocks. Did not know what it was, 

but a few yards further on found the body of a man lying in the water, which was about a foot 

deep there. Jumped off the wall and went to him and found on raising his arms that he was quite 

stiff. Ran along the wall, and brought two men, SANDELLS and ATTRILL. The latter walked 

along the shore, and found the woman, who was also quite dead. They were both fully dressed, but 

without hats. Both were strangers to witness.  

 Emily NICKLEN, a widow living at Arthur Street, Ryde, said the deceased man, Thomas 

FRENCH, was her only brother. He had been living in Farnham, Surrey, and he was a butler in the 

employ of Mrs. GRAY, Lowlands. He was 37 years of age. Did not know that he was coming 

home to Ryde. He was a married man, and his wife lived at Leamington, Warwickshire. They 

were not separated. Saw the deceased man in August last, and never thought he was likely to 

commit such an act. Heard from him on Friday last, but he did not say he was coming to Ryde. 

Did not know the deceased woman. The letter produced was posted at Ryde on Wednesday 

evening, and was in her brother's handwriting, addressed to his wife at Warwickshire. The letter 

ran as follows: " My own dear ones,- Just a few lines as the last I shall ever write to you, as I must 

tell you I have lost my character, and turned out of my place yesterday by my own doing, but there 

is one thing, the thing I believed would have blown over, only by that sneak of a SMITH, as you 

know yourself, never liked me, and now he has ruined me. I cannot face no one, I feel it for the 

best to be out of the world, as this is not the only time I have thought of doing so. As what is life 

to live if nothing but misery. I feel I cannot write any more so must wish you all good-bye, and 

may you all get on well, and may God bless you all. I have forwarded the rest of my luggage, 

which is at Farnham, which will be forwarded to you. I have paid all debts. The remaining money 

is all I have left. My club ticket is in my writing book. So now good-bye once more. May we all 

meet in heaven if God will forgive me for what I am going to do. Yours ever, Tom. With love and 

kisses to you and all the children. May they grow up better than their father." 



 Kate PENNY was then called as being the last person who saw the deceased man and 

woman alive, but she did not appear. P.S. SHARPE stated that she had been warned to attend, but 

she had not done so. 

 The Coroner said that although they could perhaps dispense with her evidence, he should 

fine her for non-attendance. 

 P.S. SHARPE, stationed at Elmfield, County Police Office, stated that he examined the 

bodies on Thursday, on the shore at Appley, and found the articles produced. On the man 

FRENCH found a silver watch and chain, 3s. in silver, 81/4d. in bronze, two pairs of brown kid 

gloves (one lady's and one gent's), brass padlock, penknife, comb, cigarette case, collar marked F. 

FRENCH, four handkerchiefs, one marked "GRAY," and another marked "A. G." On the woman 

found a wristlet with a watch, on her wrist was a pair of silver bangles, attached to which were two 

sixpences and four foreign coins, also a leather purse containing 7s. in silver and one farthing, and 

a receipt for a registered parcel, posted at the Strand Post Office, Ryde, on the 30th March. It was 

addressed to a Mrs. BUTT, 36 Lower Stockbridge Road, Winchester. A photograph of the 

deceased man was found on her bosom, next to her skin. Witness produced a letter from the Police 

Station, Winchester, which enclosed a photograph of the deceased woman, evidently dressed in 

the same clothes as when found at Ryde. The letter stated that she had been living at the same 

house as the deceased man as upper housemaid at Mrs. GRAY's, The Lowlands, Farnham. Her 

age was 22. 

 Alfred WOODWARD, surgeon, practising at Ryde, stated that on Thursday morning he 

was sent for to go to High Park, and there he found the deceased man and woman, both quite dead. 

They had evidently been dead for some hours. From their appearance he should think they both 

died from drowning. There were no marks of violence on either, saw them about 9 o'clock, and 

should think they had been in the water about 8 hours. 

 The Coroner, in summing up, said this was a most unfortunate affair, but it was so far 

satisfactory in this, that the evidence clearly pointed to suicide. The deceased man's letter proved 

that, so the only question they had to consider was whether they were insane at the time they 

committed the act. Their action was clearly premeditated, as was shown by the letter the deceased 

man wrote to his wife. It was evident also that these two had been friendly, perhaps too much so, 

and were afraid to face the consequence of some trouble they had got into. If the jury believed that 

this trouble had unhinged their minds, they would return a verdict of "Suicide whilst of unsound 

mind." 

 A verdict was returned accordingly. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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