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AN OLD MAN'S SUICIDE AT RYDE 

FOUND HANGING IN APPLEY WOODS 

 

 On Sunday evening the body of an old man, some 70 years of age, was found hanging dead in the 

woods on the estate of Mr. George W. HUTT at Appley. It proved to be that of Elisha Paul JOLLIFFE, a 

mason, who had only recently come out of the Workhouse. The body was removed to the High-park Tavern, 

where the inquest was held on Tuesday morning by the Coroner (E. F. BLAKE, Esq.). 

 Mr. J. REID was foreman of the jury 

 Ruth WILLIAMS, who made an affirmation, as she objected to swearing, said she lived at Rose 

Cottage, Reneham, Henley-on-Thames. On Sunday afternoon, at something past 5, she was strolling round 

the grounds with Mrs. PURNELL. The latter's attention was first attracted by seeing a tie in the tree. She 

went to see what it was and saw a man's face. Witness wondered what she had seen and went to look. She 

saw the deceased, almost in a sitting posture, hanging to a bough. They gave information to Mr. PURNELL, 

who lives at the lodge. He went to Mr. HUTT, the proprietor. She had no doubt that deceased was dead. The 

corpse looked rather wet. 

 Sergt. Oliver Cromwell BRIDLE, of the permanent staff of the Wicklow Artillery, stationed at Fort 

Gilkicker, Gosport, deposed that on Sunday last he was on a visit to his father. In the afternoon, at about 

5.40, Mr. HUTT called on him and his brother saying a man had hung himself. They went to the wood and 

found deceased hanging from a bough. Witness cut him down. He was quite dead. They tried to bring him 

round but there was no such chance. Witness had not been in the Island for 14 years. Deceased's knees did 

not exactly touch the ground, but he was leaning forward. It was not a case of hanging but of strangulation. 

 George BENNETT, florist, of Pellhurst-road, Ryde, said the deceased was his father-in-law. He last 

saw him alive about nine or ten months ago. He had been in the Workhouse for several months and came out 

on Saturday week. He had been lodging in Green-street, Ryde. Some years ago he had a fall and was very 

much shaken. Witness feared this some years since. He seemed depressed and was very sullen. He would 

not speak at meal times unless asked questions. He had not resided with witness for three years. 

 Emily POCOCK, 21, Green-street, Ryde, wife of Edward POCOCK, deposed that deceased was her 

lodger. She had known him three years on and off. On Saturday week last he begged and prayed of witness 

in the street to let him have a bed for a few nights. Witness did so. He did not do any work. He went out 

every day to look for some, but failed until Friday, when he got work from Mr. RADDON. He told witness 

he was very miserable, and the tears ran down his face. On Saturday morning he left the house at quarter to 

6 and returned at quarter after 1. After having some food he lay down for some time. He said he had not 

been paid. At 5 he went out, returning just after 11. Deceased said he had been waiting to see Mrs. 

BENNETT. He had a pennyworth of fish for supper. He said his own children made him miserable; they 

would not speak to him nor give him anything. Witness heard him go downstairs next morning at twenty to 

6. He had been to bed. He did not return that night. They thought he might have gone to the Workhouse, 

although he said he would never go back there again. He gave her half a crown to get food. 

 Mr. Alfred WOODWARD, M.R.C.S., said he had known the deceased a long time, but had not seen 

lately. Just after 8 on Sunday witness was sent for and came to that house. He found deceased quite dead. He 

had been dead some hours. From the general appearance witness said that deceased was strangled. 

 The Coroner said he had no doubt that deceased was of unsound mind at the time he committed this 

act. 

 The jury adopted this view and returned a verdict of suicide whilst of unsound mind. 
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