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Death Notice:- 
BARRI .. On July 7th at Wyndham House, Melville-street, Ryde, Mary Catherine (Madame Maud 
SANTLEY).  Cremation private.  No flowers please. 
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FAMOUS SINGER DIES 

MME. MAUD SANTLEY SANG WITH CARUSO AND TETRAZZINI 
 

 The former operatic and concert singer, Mme. Catherine Mary BARRI, professionally 
known as Madame Maud SANTLEY, who had sung at Covent Garden with CARUSO and 
TETRAZZINI and whose fine contralto voice had given pleasure to audiences in most of the 
principal cities in Britain, the United States and Canada, died on Monday at her home, Wyndham 
House, Melville-street, Ryde. 
 Educated at Westwing School, her colourful singing career began when, as a girl of 16 and 
the eldest daughter of the late Mr. George STAINER, dairy farmer, of Ryde, she sang the contralto 
roles in HANDEL’s Elijah with the Ryde Choral Society (now the Ryde Philharmonic Society), 
later studying in London, Paris and Belgium under the greatest singing masters of the day, one of 
whom, Signor Odoardo BARRI, she married in 1900.  He was the composer of the famous martial 
ballad “The Old Brigade.” 

 
Heard By Royalty 

 At her first concert appearance in Ryde under her professional name she was honoured by 
the late Princess Beatrice and Princess Ena (later Queen of Spain) and the young Princes. 
 She sang her first leading operatic role in the Carl Rosa Opera Company’s first production 
of “Carmen” at the Old Vic, later touring the provinces with Melba and Adelina PATTI.  Mme. 
SANTLEY was also specially invited to appear at the opening of the London Palladium, where she 
sang “God Save the King” and had given performances at the Albert Hall and at Queen’s Hall 
Promenade concerts, the latter under the direction of the late Sir Henry WOOD. 
 Four days after the first world war broke out she sailed to keep a singing engagement in 
New York and found herself unable to return to this country until hostilities ended.  Altogether she 
crossed the Atlantic 22 times during her career and was deeply attached to the Americans, with 
whom she became a great favourite.  One of her greatest successes was in the English Festival 
performances of “The Ring” (WAGNER), at Covent Garden, where she sang in German and Italian 
with the great singers CARUSO and TETRAZZINI. 
 Mme. SANTLEY, whose husband died during the 1914-18 war, retired to the Island to live 
about 15 years ago.  She had been in failing health for the past two years. 
 Cremation takes place today at Southampton. 
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