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DEATH OF THE REV. A. J. WADE 

  
 At the ripe old age of 98 years the Rev A. J. WADE, M.A., passed away at an early hour on 
Tuesday morning. Some ten years since the rev. gentleman relinquished the living of Holy Trinity, 
Ryde, which he had held for a long period. During his retirement, so long as strength would permit, 
he continued to take an active interest is he work of the church with which he had been associated.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Death Notice:- 
WADE: On Dec. 8th, 1903, at Trinity Place, Ryde, Arthur John WADE, M.A., for 49 years Vicar 
of Holy Trinity Church, Ryde, aged 92 years. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ISLE OF WIGHT OBSERVER Saturday 12th December 1903 page 5 
 

DEATH OF THE REV. A. J. WADE 
 

 We have to record the death of the Rev. A. J. WADE, M.A. The venerable clergyman had 
attained the great age of 93 years, but for some months has been sinking, and in such a condition 
that the end might come at any moment. It came in the early hours of Tuesday morning. The 
deceased gentleman, having taken his B.A. degree at Trinity College, Dublin, was ordained deacon 
in August, 1834, and priest in 1836.  In 1837 he took his M.A., and was appointed assistant curate 
for the parish of Lavey, co. Cavan. To the end of his life the late Mr. WADE never forgot his first 
care. He was really in charge, as the Vicar was old and non-resident. He often recalled the curious 
pulpit, which was so high that when he got into it, and tried to look over the top of the reading desk 
at his congregation, he found he could only do so by standing on tip-toe, and even then that the 
congregation could only see his eyes and the tip of his nose. It appeared that the sextoness had 
noticed the deficiency, and would have provided a stool, but “felt delicate” about hinting such a 
thing to “his reverence.” It was a very poor parish. Its inhabitants were all small farmers and 
labourers; and there was not a gentleman’s house there. Mr WADE could only secure one room 
with an earthen floor as his lodging. He was at Lavey about a year, when his health broke down. 
1835 he was appointed to the curacy of Clongish, co. Longford, which he held for five years, and 
which was in many respects an interesting appointment. Subsequently Mr WADE became curate of 
St. Thomas’ Church, Ryde. At that time Ryde formed a portion of the Parish of Newchurch, which 
then extended right across the Island, and included Ryde on the North and Ventnor on the South, 
the Rev. Spencer PHILLIPS, B.D., being the Vicar of Newchurch. The rise of the towns of Ryde 
and Newport necessitated the provision of extra Church accommodation. This was met in Ryde by 
the erection of St. Thomas’ Church as a Chapel-of Ease by Mr George PLAYER in the year 1827, 
on the foundation of an older chapel built in 1719, by another member of the same family. In the 
same year (1827), St. James’ Church was also erected by Mr. W. HUGHES, Member for the City of 
Oxford, and, curiously enough, about the time when Mr. WADE came to Ryde, it was in charge of 
the Rev. Mr SIBTHORPE an eloquent divine but whose sympathy with what was then known as 
Puseyism, was little approved by many of his congregation, although it must be admitted that his 
sincerity and enthusiasm captured many admirers. But the Oxford Movement was little understood 
at first. At all events the population of Ryde was then nearly 6,000, and St. Thomas’ Church did not 
provide sufficient accommodation for the increasing population of the town. A movement was set 



on foot, for erecting a larger and more commodious  Church, in 1839 and 1840. Sufficient funds 
were obtained to make a start, and in 1841 the first stone of Holy Trinity Church was laid by Mr. 
LIND, of Westmont, on a piece of ground presented by her son, Dr. J. P. LIND and his sister, who 
were also the contributors of £1,500 to the building fund. Into the work of providing a new Church 
Mr WADE threw himself with considerable ardour. The structure was commenced and the building 
proceeding, when the failure of an Island bank occurred, which caused wide-spread ruin and 
disaster. We are not quite in a position to say in what way this catastrophe affected the erection of 
the new Church, but that it evidently did so is shown by the fact that building operations had to be 
suspended after the walls had reached considerably above the level of the street. At that time, 
however, there was staying in Ryde, the Hon, Lindsay BURRELL, the founder of the R.V.Y.C. He 
met Mr WADE one day, and asked how the building was progressing. Mr WADE had a sad tale to 
tell. This induced the Hon. L. BURRELL to attend a meeting of the Building Committee, and there 
he most generously made the announcement that he would relieve the committees from their 
difficulties by making himself personally responsible. So enthusiastic was the good and generous 
man, that he rose early next morning, and met Mr WADE on the site on the new church to see the 
men restart the work, and he confessed to him that, before the men came, he had knelt on the cold 
ground, and had prayed to the Almighty to protect the workmen from accident, and to bless the 
church and make it a centre of Godliness and usefulness to the town. Looking at the subsequent 
history of Holy Trinity, who shall say that prayer has not been answered? The architect of the 
church was the late Mr Thomas HELLYER, and its builders Messrs LANGDON and DENHAM. 
The late Mr Thomas DASHWOOD, however, executed the graceful spire. Of course the erection of 
the church and obtaining the needful funds to do so, was the work of some four or five years, but 
finally the last stone of the spire was laid by Mr WADE himself. When mounting to the elevated 
position to accomplish this work, Mr WADE said he never forgot the words of a workman- “Look 
up, sir, or you will fall.” It was the text of one of his addresses. The church was completed in the 
autumn of 1845. Mr WADE was appointed its first incumbent. He preached his first sermon, and 
the church was consecrated, on Oct. 28th, 1845. For the first eighteen years of its existence Holy 
Trinity was a district church, but in 1866 the Parish of Newchurch was divided, and Mr WADE 
became the first Vicar of Holy Trinity Parish. It would occupy too much of our space to detail the 
gradual growth of the Parish. We may, however, say shortly that under Mr WADE useful schools 
were built for the parish, and many extensions made in the church, which by repeated generous gifts 
has become a very handsome and ornate building. Mr WADE had the Irish capacity for “cracking 
his little joke.” a talent he retained almost to the last, and his unfailing good humour, bright manner, 
and capacity for a humorous retort, undoubtedly made things go very smoothly in his parish, and 
made him very popular. He retired from his position in 1893, and on the 8th December, in that year 
was presented with a very handsome testimonial of the regard of those for whom he had so long 
worked. It is a singular coincidence that the close of his earthly career took place on the same date. 
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