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Death Notice - 
LEEDS.. On the 18th inst., at his residence, Barfield, Ryde, Augustus Frederick LEEDS , son of 
the late Sir George LEEDS, Bart., formerly of Croxton Park, Cambs, aged 68 years. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~            
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DEATH OF MAJOR LEEDS 

 
 A well known resident of Ryde has quietly passed away we refer the death of 
Major A.F. LEEDS J.P., which mournful event occurred at this residence Barfield on Monday 
morning last.  For several years his well-known figure has not been seen in our streets owing to 
failing health and strength.  He was a thorough gentleman in all his public actions, and was 
deservedly looked up to and respected. His interest in the charitable institutions of the town was 
well known.  As President of the Conservative Association for many years he was most active, 
and the formation of the Conservative Club in the town, was greatly due to his energy. In the 
volunteers of the island, he took a deep interest, and no officer could have been accorded more 
respect.  The Mayor at the police court, on Monday, on the magistrates taking their seats, said -On 
behalf of myself and the Magistrates of this Borough, I refer to feeling of deep regret to the 
irreparable loss this bench and the Borough have sustained by the death of Major  LEEDS which 
occurred this morning.  He was one of the first magistrates appointed after the incorporation of the 
Borough, and so long as his health permitted he was constant in his attendance at this bench. His 
calm judgement,  kindly manners, courteous bearing and unswerving rectitude secured the respect 
and esteem of those who acted with him in the discharge of his magisterial duties.  The charities of 
the town, especially the Isle of Wight Infirmary, have sustained a severe loss as his great influence 
was ever successfully exerted in securing funds to assist the suffering and needy.  The Magistrates 
present desire me to say they deeply sympathise with Mrs LEEDS and the family in their great 
bereavement.  The funeral is to take place on Friday. 
             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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DEATH OF MAJOR A. F. LEEDS 
THE FUNERAL, YESTERDAY 

 
 By the death of Major A. F. LEEDS, J . P., which took place at his residence, Barfield, on 
Monday after a long and painful illness borne with heroic fortitude, Ryde has lost a resident of 45 
years standing, who during all that time has been foremost in every good work, and has won for 
himself a place in the regard of his fellow townsmen such a few can hope to equal and none to 
excel.   
 The deceased gentleman was the son by his second wife of Sir George William LEEDS, of 
Croxton Park, in the county of Cambridge, (the decendant of John, brother of Dr. LEEDS, Master 
of Clare Hall, in the University of Cambridge, who purchased the manor at Croxton about the 
middle of the 16th century), who was created a Baronet on the 31st of December, 1812, and married 
secondly Eleanor, second daughter of  Owsley ROWLEY, Esq., of the Priory, St. Neots.  Sir 
George was equerry to the Duke of Sussex.  Major LEEDS married on the 17th June,1851, Anna 
Maria Frances, daughter of the Rev. J. Anthony SAVAGE, of Sussex-Square, Brighton, and niece 
of Sir James BROOKE, Rajah of Sarawak.  He had issue Augustus Rowley Brooke LEEDS, born 
in 1852. 
 On taking up his abode in Ryde, the deceased gentleman soon became one of the leaders of 
society in the town, a position for which his courteous manner and bearing so eminently qualified 
him.  He early identified himself with those public and charitable institutions with which his name 
has been so long and so honourably connected. Perhaps for no institution has he done more 



effective work than for the Isle of  Wight Infirmary. As early as 1849 he took a foremost position 
on the committee of the bazaar held at St. Clare in aid of the beneficent institution named,  at 
which Her Majesty, the late Prince Consort, the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the 
late Princess Alice were present.  His name appears as an annual subscriber in the second annual 
report of the Infirmary, issued in November, 1849, and from that time till his death his 
subscription has been continued.  Not only did he subscribe himself, but he was the means of 
securing many and valuable subscriptions and donations from others, indeed there is probably no 
one from whose exertions our Island Infirmary has received greater benefit than from those of the 
gentleman whose death Ryde now deplores.  Col. HARCOURT was originally chairman of the 
committee of management, and Major LEEDS vice chairman.  The latter subsequently became 
chairman, and very zealously did he continue to watch over the management of the Infirmary, till 
failing health compelled him to abandon what had so long been a much-loved labour.  In the 40th 
annual report, presented by the committee in November, 1887,they expressed “the great loss the 
Infirmary has sustained from the retirement of Major LEEDS, who had been their chairman ( more 
or less) for 36 years, during which long period he has devoted his energies with the greatest 
success to the management of its affairs.” 
 For a score of years the deceased gentleman was connected with the Volunteer movement 
in the Island.  He was gazetted as ensign of the 4th ( Nunwell ) Isle of Wight Volunteer Corps on 
the 16th  Febuary, 1860, Sir Henry OGLANDER, his brother-in-law, being appointed lieutenant on 
the same day.  This corps at that time was largely composed of the employees on the Nunwell 
Estate. On the 17th July, in the year named he became lieutenant, and he received his captaincy on 
the 24th Jult 1866, retaining that rank till the 5th February, 1872, when he was promoted to the 
majority.   Major LEEDS severed his active connection with the Island Volunteers on attaining the 
age of 60, in the early part of 1880, at about the time when the consolidated  battalion was formed.  
During the twenty years named he thoroughly identified himself with everything that appertained 
to the prosperity of the corps with which he was connected and to the welfare of the Island 
Volunteers generally.  His interest extended to every detail of duty, and was particularly evoked by 
the marksmanship of his men. He rarely missed a drill, and as a Volunteer he exhibited that 
soldierlike punctuality and regard for engagements which were ever his characteristics through 
life.  His interest in  the Nunwell detachment of Volunteers, which owed very much to him and his 
sister, Lady OGLANDER, was very great, and ended only with his life.  Down to the time of his 
death he continued a supporter of the Isle of Wight County Rifle Association.   It is only a few 
weeks since he personally handed his annual subscription to its secretary, with an expression of his 
wishes for its prosperity and the hope that he should one day be able to be amongst them once 
more. 
 In politics the deceased gentleman thorough-going Conservative, and, by his powers of 
organisation and of work and his admirable tact, he rendered yeoman service to his party in Ryde 
and the neighbourhood. He lived to see great change effected in the political complexion of the 
district, for whereas in the early days of his residence in the Island, Conservative public meetings 
were well nigh unknown, and later on they were held only under great opposition,  when he 
resigned official connection with his party he left it in a position of power in the town.  Major 
LEEDS undoubtedly contributed no insignificant share in bringing about this change.  After the 
defeat of Sir Chas. LOCOCK some 23 years ago, the gallant gentleman was instrumental in 
forming the first Conservative Association in Ryde. At the next election Mr. Baillie COCHRANE, 
now Lord Lammington, contested the constituency against Sir John SIMEON, and though 
unsuccessful on that occasion, he was returned on the death of the popular baronet of Swainston.  
For many years  Major LEEDS was vice-president of the Ryde District of the Isle of  Wight 
Conservative Association, and he would no doubt have been  elected president of the Island 
Association, on the resignation of Sir Charles LOCOCK, had he felt disposed to accept that 
honourable position.  He was prominent amongst the founders of the Ryde Conservative Club, of 
which he was a trustee, and he always promoted its well-being by every means in his power.  In-
consequence of his ill-health he resigned the post of vice-president of the Conservative 
Association in 1883, much to his regret at this step being removed by the knowledge that his place 
was being occupied by so admirable a successor as Col. Archibald CLARKE.  
 When the borough was incorporated, Major LEEDS was one of the first magistrates 
appointed.  This was on the 23rd April, 1869.  On the Bench, Major LEEDS was a model 



magistrate, and in this connection we may quote the graceful tribute paid to his memory by his 
brother justices. 
 On taking his seat on the Bench the Mayor rose and addressed the court as follows:-On 
behalf of myself and the magistrates of the borough, I refer with feelings of deep regret to the 
irreparable loss this Bench and the borough have sustained by the death of Major LEEDS, which 
occurred this morning.  He was one of the first magistrates appointed after the incorporation of the 
borough, and so long as his health permitted he was constant in his attendance at this Bench.  His 
calm judgement, kindly manners, courteous bearing, and unswerving rectitude secured the respect 
and esteem of those who acted with him in the discharge of his magisterial duties.  The charities of 
the town, especially the I.W. Infirmary, has sustained a severe loss, as his great influence was ever 
being successfully exerted in securing funds to assist the suffering and needy.  The magistrates 
present desire me to say they deeply sympathise with Mrs. LEEDS and the family in their great 
bereavement. 
 Later on, in 1872,he acted as arbitrator between the party opposed to the purchase of the 
gas works and the corporation, when the whole of the members resigned, Mr. T. WHITE excepted.  
Major LEEDS was elected a member of the first School Board for the united district of Ryde, 
occupying the second place on the poll, but at the expiration of the triennial period, he did not seek 
re-election. 
 The Royal Victoria Yacht Club has lost one of its oldest members and founders by the 
death of the subject of this notice. The church too, mourns a faithful son by his demise. He was a 
member of the committee which superintended the building of All Saints Church , and the 
promoter of the Ryde Amateur Musical Society, the principal object of which to train vocalists for 
the service of the  church when built.  After its erection, Major LEEDS  was a constant attendant at 
the services, and a friend and helper of all those agencies for good which are  centred in the parish 
church.  For three decades he was the treasurer National Schools, and he occupied a like position 
with respect to the Ryde Benevolent Society. 
 Such, in brief, is the record of the life of one who did good and worthy work in his time, 
and of whom it may indeed be said with truth that he bore without reproach the grand old name of 
gentleman.  Universally esteemed when living, he is as widely mourned now that his place knows 
him no more, and the deepest sympathy is felt with  Mrs. LEEDS, Mr. A. R. Brooke LEEDS, Lady 
OGLANDER, and the other members of the bereaved family. 
 

THE FUNERAL 
 
 During the week flags have been flying at half mast at the Pier Clubhouse, and 
Conservative Club, and on board the yachts on the yacht station.  On Friday while the funeral was 
proceeding many of the tradesmen partially closed their premises.  The mortal remains of the late 
Major were taken to All Saints Church on Thursday evening, where they were received by the 
clergy ( the Revs. A. POOLE, W.E. YOUNGMAN, F. COOPER) and the choir, who sang the 
opening sentences of the burial service.  Capt. and Mrs. Brooke LEEDS accompanied the body to 
the church.  The coffin which was of polished oak, with brass mountings, bore on a brass plate the 
inscription “Augustus Frederick LEEDS, Born 11th May, 1820. Died 18th June, 1888.” Below this 
was a brass cross , and lower still the sacred monogram .  It was placed on a bier at the foot of the 
chancel steps, and with candles burning on both sides, remained during the night in the charge of 
the clergy, who watched by turns.  The service resumed on Friday morning at 10 o`clock, in the 
presence of a large congregation, by the singing of the 39th psalm.  The vicar having read the 
lesson, the hymn “Now the labourer’s task is o’er” was sung in a manner which reflected the 
highest possible credit upon the choir.  It is no exaggeration to say that it could not have been 
rendered with more telling effect.  At its conclusion “The Dead March” in saul was played by the 
organist ( Mr F. H. SIMMS). The funeral cortege then wended its way to the cemetery, the bell of 
the church tolling meanwhile, the coffin being carried thither.  The procession was headed by the 
clergy and  choir.  The mourners were, Mr. A.R. Brooke LEEDS (son), Mr. C.G. Montagu LEEDS 
and Mr. Thomas L. LEEDS (nephews), Mr Charles P. ROWLEY and Mr George F. ROWLEY 
(cousins).  At the grave the concluding part of the service was taken by the vicar, and after the 
benediction the Easter hymn “Jesus lives No longer now” was sung.  The corporation, who had 
met previously met at the Town Hall and walked in procession to the church, were represented by 



the Mayor (R.COLENUT, Esq.), Aldermen B. BARROW, J.P.,  J. DASHWOOD, J.P., C. 
COLENUTT, J.P., E. MARVIN, J.P., and I. BARTON; Councillors J. ELLERY, W. H. 
RIDDETT, J.P., G. J. H.CAWS, J. N . TARRANT, G. RANDS, W.LOCKE, G. PACK, S. 
FOWLER, W. GURNELL, J. JAMES,  J. O. BROOK, W. WILTSHIRE, H. SWEETMAN, T. F. 
ELLERY, the Town Clerk (Mr. J. W. FARDELL), the medical officer (Mr. A. WOODWARD), 
the borough surveyor (Mr. F. NEWMAN), the borough treasurer (Mr. J. MORRANT), and Mr.G. 
RENDALL, J.P., Mr. M. W. HUNTER, J.P., and Mr. G. F. HARRINGTON, J.P., borough 
magistrates; Mr. W. C. HARVEY (borough auditor). The attendance at the church and cemetery 
comprised Gen. Sir Sam. BROWN, K.C.B.,V.C., Col. Gordon WATSON, Col. CLAYTON, 
Col.Archibald CLARKE, Col.WELLESLEY, Col. HILL, Col. MALONE, Col.TATTNALL, Col. 
DUNSMURE, Major. DASHWOOD, Major. BOULCOTT, Capt. ROGER, R.N., Capt. DAUBUZ, 
Capt. J. FLUX, Capt. ELLERY, and Lieut. SCHOLEFIELD; the Revs. G. SUMMERS (vicar of 
Brading), W. LEE (late rector of Yaverland), A. G. FRYER (Shanklin), A. J. WADE and T.W. 
FAIR (Holy Trinity, Ryde), Dr. J. MENHAM PLETTS,  Dr. BUCK, and Dr. J. T. O. 
JOHNSTONE; Messrs. F. WHITE-POPHAM, J.P., W. A. GLYNN, J.P.,  J.WORSLEY,  Gaspard 
Le MARCHANT,  C. G. VINCENT, F. J. GREENING, C. FORBES, E. RICH, C.VILLETARD, 
W. H. WOOLDRIDGE, W. E. RATCLIFFE, F. C. FARDELL,  T. F. PERROTT, T. WHITE, W. 
H. P. F.THIRKELL, J. D. DAVIS, H. JACOBS, J. WOODROW,  J. SEYMOUR, H. N. MILLS, 
C. PAIN, E. MATTHEWS,  F. MOOR,  W. LANGDON, C. LANGDON, C. LOADER, E. K. 
MINTER, W. DENNESS, O. D. SCULLARD, T. M. CHIVERTON, F. CARTER, E. COOPER, 
H. H. MORGAN, C. CARTER, H. PACK, J. DOWN, A. SHAW, C. BULLOCK, J. LOWE, J. 
RIDDICK, J. WOODS, A. WOODS, H. J. OSBORNE and Mr.WILLIAMS (ex-sergeant major of 
the Volunteers). Mr.W. B. SMITH, Miss FISHER, and Miss THOMAS, teachers at the National 
Schools, were also present, with their assistants.  There was also a large representation of the 
general public.  The arrangements were most admirable, and great credit is due to the undertaker ( 
Mr. H. SIMMONDS), to Mr. H. BUTCHER (superintendent of the cemetery), and Superintendent 
HINKS for the excellence with which they were marked.  The grave in which the deceased 
gentleman was interred was a plain one, and that this was so was due, we believe, to his express 
wish.  Wreaths and crosses were sent amongst others by the family; the Volunteers, as “a mark of 
sincere regret and esteem from the Colonel and officers of his old regiment”; the members of the 
Ryde Conservative Club and Association, “ in grateful and affectionate remembrance”; “with deep 
sympathy from past and present old members of the E (Nunwell) company I.W.R.V”; from the 
lady visitors’ Benevolent Society; and choir of the Ryde parish church; the children of the 
National Schools; “in memory of the past years,” from Major NEWMAN; “a last tribute of 
affection,” from Miss HALKETT; from Rev.and Mrs and Miss POOLE;  Mr.and Mrs. GLYNN; 
Lady ALEXANDER; the Misses WARD; Mrs. Jasper LIVINGSTONE;  Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. 
CROOKSHANK; Miss MAINE, Miss MILLIGAN; Mrs. Chas. NORTH; Miss Madeline 
MAXWELL; Mr. J. W. FARDELL; Mr. F. C FARDELL; Dr. and Mrs. TURNER; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark HUNTER; General and Mrs. Carr TATE; Mr. and Mrs. E. E. RATCLIFFE; Mr. T. F. 
PERROTT. 
 Messrs. JAMES and Son supplied most of the public floral tributes. 
 We understand that the vicar will make special reference to the death of Major LEEDS in 
his sermon on Sunday morning, and that, during the day the choir will sing “Blest are the 
departed,” from Spohr’s “Last Judgement,” The organist (Mr. F. H. SIMMS) will render Shubert’s 
“Marche Solennelle”as a voluntary. 
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