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RYDE MAN GASSED HIMSELF 

REASON A MYSTERY 

 

 Recording a verdict that John Rupert BANKS, aged 59, retired chartered accountant, 

of 68 Park Road, Ryde, killed himself, the coroner (Mr J. V. BULLIN) said at the inquest at 

his office on Friday week “We shall never know why he decided to take his life.” 

 Walter Frank BUTCHERS, retired police inspector, of 71 Park Road, Ryde, said he 

had known Mr. BANKS for the last 12 years; he had lived alone since the death of his father 

about seven years ago. About three weeks ago Mr. BANKS suffered a slight stroke and sent 

to the Royal I.W. County Hospital. When witness saw him on April 6th he said he felt fine 

and he seemed to be walking better than before. He seemed cheerful, and gave not the 

slightest indication that he would take his life.  Witness called upon him again after the home 

help had been. He seemed perfectly all right.  At about 9a.m. the next day the home help told 

him she could obtain no answer at the house and that a note attached to the front door had 

“Gas” on it.  The doors were locked and windows closed, and witness broke a glass panel in a 

rear door and entered.  There was a heavy concentration of gas inside, a sheet having been 

hammed under the rear door.  Mr. BANKS was lying on the floor in a sheet and eiderdown in 

front of the gas oven.  The taps were turned on. 

 Dr. P. D. SWINSTEAD (pathologist) said a post mortem examination showed that 

Mr. BANKS’ heart was in a bad condition.  There was a 50 per cent saturation of carbon 

monoxide in the blood. 

 Kenneth COLLINS, Southern Gas Board senior installation supervisor, said he 

inspected the gas installation at the house.  He found a slight leakage, which was not 

dangerous. 

 P.C. R. KERR said from correspondence in the house he found that Mr. BANKS had 

at least £500 in defence bonds, and other savings. 

 Police Inspector F. L. ALLAN said Mr. BANKS was discharged from hospital on 

April 6th having made a good recovery. 

 The coroner expressed appreciation of the prompt way Mr. BUTCHERS dealt with 

the situation. 
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