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FUNERAL OF 

MRS C.M. BLACK 

 

 We much regret to record the death of Mrs Constance Muriel BLACK (24), wife of Leading Seaman 

H.T. BLACK R.N., of H.M.S. Iron Duke, and only child of Mr. Francis FOWLER and Mrs. FOWLER, 4 

Argyll Place, late of 107 High Street.  The death occurred under very sad circumstances at her home with 

her parents on the 3rd inst.  Mr. FOWLER is well known as one of the churchwardens at St. James’s and the 

greatest sympathy was felt for the parents and the husband.  The deceased who was only married in July last 

year, was very popular amongst a large circle connected with the choir and Sunday School of St. James’s 

where she was a teacher, also amongst the friends of the Baptist Church in George Street. She rendered great 

service as organist at her church during the illness of Miss CARTER, and to use the Rev. M.L. Gaunt’s own 

words she was kindly “lent” to the Baptist Church in the same capacity for three years and her devoted 

services will never be forgotten. 

 The funeral took place on Saturday afternoon at St. James’s Church when there was a large 

congregation, the majority being in mourning.  The mourners comprised Mr and Mrs. F. FOWLER (father 

and mother), Leading Seaman BLACK, R.N. (husband), Mr. BLACK and Ivy BLACK (father-in-law, and 

sister-in-law), of Danmead, Mr. and Mrs. J.T. GRACE, Connie FLEMING, Edward POOLE, (Hambledon) 

and Able Seamen DENT (representing crew of “Iron Duke”).  There were also among the congregation Mr. 

Claude E. SMITH (churchwarden), Mr. W.G. DAISH, J.P., Mr. E. FARMER (hon. Treasurer), Mr. W.W. 

GUTTERIDE (secretary) and Messrs. W. WARREN, W. KING, C.J. LANDER, W. KERRIDGE, Mrs 

EDDLESTEN and other members of the Church Council, Mr. W.H. WILLIAMS (Hazelwood 

Superintendent), etc.  The service was impressively conducted by the Rev. R.S. EDDLESTON, M.A. 

(Incumbent) assisted by the Rev. M.L. GAUNT of the Baptist Church who read the lesson.  The choir, also 

in mourning led the singing of the two hymns. 

  The Rev M.L. GAUNT said he had been asked to say a few words.  It was not a time for many words 

because they were all of one mind and heart standing in the midst of great sorrow and a great problem.  The 

could not explain it and felt that all they could do now was to reverently bow before their Father who was in 

heaven feeling that He would do His best and trusting that through the clouds and darkness that some day 

they would understand.  They all loved their sister who had been taken from them and valued the work she 

had done in connection with St. James’s.  Mr. GAUNT paid a personal tribute to the deceased lady who was 

lent to them as their temporary organist at the Baptist Church.  All the time, he said she was faithful to her 

own church and left to come back there and help in the Sunday School and other work.  They remembered 

the interest she took in the services and her influent was always for the good.  The bowed in deep humility 

before their great sorrow that day and like the Early Christians when they passed away they would only say 

“Good night, beloved, not farewell!. 

 Prayer by the Incumbent followed and the congregation joined the choir in the singing of deceased’s 

favourite hymn.  “He leadeth me on the blessed hope,” the organist (Mr H. CHENNELL, A.R.C.O) playing 

the “Dead March” as the cortege left the church for the cemetery where a large number of sympathising 

friends also attended and the committal service was impressively carried out. 

 There was a number of beautiful floral tokens from the following: 

Dad, Mum and Sisters 

Uncle George 

Uncle Alf and Auntie Emily 

Uncle Jim and Auntie Flo 

Mr. and Mrs. WHITTLE and all at Weymouth 

St. James’s Sunday School, teachers and friends 

Claude E. SMITH 

Mr. and Mrs. GRACE 

Mr. and Mrs J. BELCHER 

Mr and Mrs KERRIDGE 

Mr and Mrs SPURGEON 

Mr and Mrs PRATT and E. PRATT 

Mrs. FLEMING and Hilda 



Connie and Clare FLEMING 

Mr. and Mrs. WARREN 

Mr and Mrs. TUPER 

Mr. and Mrs. NAYLOR 

Mr. and Mrs DUNFORD 

Mr and Mrs WHEELER 

Mr and Mrs TANCOCK 

Mr and Mrs H.C. and Mr. and Mrs G. BROWN 

Mr and Mrs. PEARSON and Fanny 

Torpedo Staff H.M.S. Iron Duke 

Mrs GRAY and Family 

Mrs HOLE and Miss TIMS 

Mrs BROWN 

Mrs URRY 

Mrs SHACKLETON and Georgie 

Pat and Babies 

Neighbours 

Nurse BOLTON 

Mrs POOLE 

 Messrs PERKIS carried out the funeral arrangements. 
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