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FOR TRIAL 
 

“NOT GUILTY” PLEA TO 
DANGEROUS DRIVING CHARGE 

 
SEQUEL TO FATAL CRASH AT QUARR 

 
  After a hearing lasting six hours at Ryde Magistrates' Court on Monday, during which 14 witnesses 
gave evidence. George William HILL, a 25-year-old insurance representative, of Malvern, Fairlee-Road, 
Newport, was sent for trial at Hampshire Assizes on the charge of causing death on the road by dangerous 
driving. 
 HILL pleaded not guilty and reserved his defence. Bail was allowed in the sum of £10, and he was 
granted legal aid. 
 Mr. P.H. ROLF prosecuted for the police, and Mr. James FOX-ANDREWS was counsel for the 
defence. 
 The magistrates were Mr. S.R. BIRD (chairman), Mr. J.A. BRAZIER, M.B.E., and Mr. J.H. 
WYATT. 
 

MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 
 
 Dr. A.C. PORTEOUS said that on March 13th he was called to the scene of an accident near the 
entrance of Quarr Abbey and found Howard Sinclair NYE (18), of 7 King's-Road, Binstead, lying in a field 
by the side of the road. He was dead. 
 Mr. P.D. SWINSTEAD (pathologist) said death was due to intracranial haemorrhage due to a 
fractured skull. 
 Terrence William McPARTLIN (16), of 5 Beatrice Avenue, East Cowes, said he was pushing his 
motor-cycle on the Ryde to Newport road in the vicinity of Quarr. The wheels were in the gutter, and he was 
walking on the nearside kerb nearly in the hedge. His lights were not on as they worked only when the 
engine was running. His friend, Alan LEE, was riding his motor-cycle about a yard in front of him, LEE was 
riding about a foot from the gutter and both his lights were working. McPARTLIN continued: “We heard a 
hum and a car hit me from behind, swerved across the road and knocked the man from a motor-cycle on the 
other side of the road. I was struck almost instantly on hearing the hum. The car just missed LEE as it 
swerved away from me. The car hit my machine's kickstarter, having first broken the back wheel spindle. 
When I fell in the hedge I was still holding the bike. The car hit the other motor-cycle and skidded back to 
the left-hand side of the road. I had not  previously been aware that the motor-cycle was coming towards me. 
 

HEARD A BANG 
 

 Alan Kenyon James LEE, (16), of 10 Mayfield-Road, East Cowes, said hea was on the Ryde to 
Newport road approaching Quarr on his motor-cycle McPARTLIN was walking behind him on the left-hand 
side pushing a motor-cycle, witness was riding somewhere between the crown of the road and the hedge. He 
suddenly heard a car come up behind him and heard a bang, looked around and saw a car swerving across 
the road. He heard a screech of brakes and tyres. The car swerved across the road and hit a motor-cycle 
which was going at 30-35 m.p.h. This machine was well into its nearside. The car swerved back across the 
road and stopped. HILL came running over and said “What have I done?” 
Cross-examined, witness said he did not appreciate the danger that would arise if McPARTLIN’s machine 
obstructed his rear light. 
 Answering Mr. FOX-ANDREWS, he said he noticed the headlights at the same time as he heard the 
car. 
 



OVERTAKEN BY CAR 
 
 Raymond Henry THORNE, of Truckles, Beatrice Avenue, Whippingham, said he was driving a car 
from Ryde on the main Newport road and came over the brow of Quarr Hill. His speed was about 30 m.p.h. 
He was overtaken by a black Jaguar car about 20 yards down Quarr Hill. He estimated the speed of this car 
at 40 to 45 m.p.h. and it was excelerating away from him all the time down the hill. It regained its correct 
side. Hill's lights wer full on when he passed, but he thought they were dipped afterwards. The car swerved 
to its offside and back to its nearside and stopped. He could not see anything that would cause it to swerve.  
 Howard George NYE of 7 King's-Road, Binstead, father of the dead youth, said that on March 13th 
his son left home on a B.S.A. Dandy scooter, which he had been using frequently during the preceeding 12 
months. He was not wearing a crash helmet. He was in good health. 
 Derek Richard WILLIAMS, of Silverstones, Fernhill, Wootton, said that his friend Howard NYE 
came to his house March 13th and stayed about half-an-hour. Leaving at 9.15 p.m. He had no alcohol to 
drink. 
 

RESULT OF ROAD TEST 
 
 Chief Inspector P.W.; BALDWIN said that on March 14th he carried out a road test on HILL's car. 
At about 30.m.-p.h. He found there was a certain amount of judder in the steering wheel, which became 
more pronounced at 40.m.p.h. By increasing the speed he could drive out of that judder effect. Or applying 
the footbrake at 30.m.p.h. There was a definite pull to the right and it increased considerably with speed. At 
50.m.p.h. and upwards a driver had to concentrate on his steering to counteract the pull, otherwise the car 
shot across the road. That was due to the brakes being out of balance. Braking, as regards pulling up 
distance, was quite efficient. The speedometer needle wavered and did not register an accurate speed. Then 
interview Hill, who told him he was the registered owner and driver of the car. Witness told HILL he had 
examined the road tested the car and found certain defects in the braking and steering systems. HILL made a 
statement that he had noticed that the steering wheel juddered at certain speeds, which he put down to the 
state of the roads. He had never noticed to any marked degree that when braking the car pulled to the right. 
If anything was wrong with the car he always took it to the garage. He rarely drove at more than 50 m.p.h., 
as roads were not adequate. The car was tested the next day by a Jaguar specialist. The defects to the steering 
certainly could not have arisen due to the collision. The front and the rear wheel allignment was correct but 
the braking inefficiency was of long standing. 
 

WHEEL WOBBLE 
 
 Reginald Cyril ABBOTT, service manager at WADHAMS, Ltd., motor engineers, Notrhwood, said 
that on March 15th he carried out an examination of the car. There was four inches of free play on the 
steering. There was no visible defect in the breaking system. Up to 30.m.p.h. wheel wobble was very 
apparent and as the speed increased the wobble became more excessive. Up to 30.m.p.h. the breaking was 
even. At higher speeds the car pulled violently to the right hand side. The car was tested with a brake meter. 
At 20.m.p.h. The footbrake efficiency was 60 percent, and the handbrake 22 percent. The percentages which 
would pass the test were 50 percent, footbrake and 25 percent handbrake. At a high speed the car was not in 
a roadworthy condition. The condition of the brakes could not have been brought about by the accident. 
 P.S. P.J. TAYLOR said that HILL made a statement that he was driving down Quarr Hill he saw the 
headlights of an approaching vehicle followed by another vehicle. He then saw one red light of a machine 
and the headlights picked up another motor-cycle ahead of him. He swerved to avoid the two machines, and 
before he could regain his own side collided with an oncoming motor-cycle. 
 Mr. FOX-ANDREWS unsuccessfully submitted that there was no case to answer  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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