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 DEATH OF MAJOR CHARLES SWEETMAN. – The death of Major Charles SWEETMAN, at 

St. Catherine’s John-street, on Sunday, although expected, cast quite a gloom over the town.  He had been 

lying seriously ill at his home for more than a week suffering from the after effects of a breakdown, which 

caused considerable anxiety amongst his many friends last year.  His death closed a career of business 

activity and public service second to none.  The sadness of it all is in the fact that he had only recently 

retired into private life to enjoy the quiet and peace of the town for which he and his family have done so 

much. His memory will be cherished by all who were proud to know him, and in the days to come when the 

old times are spoken of, the many kind actions he performed in his several spheres of duty and labour will 

often be referred to.  Our latest thoughts of him take us back to the most strenuous days of his career, when 

he was officer commanding the Army Service Corps in the Isle of Wight.  At the very beginning of the war 

he took over the command of the R.A.S.C. in the Island, having his headquarters at the Albany Barracks, 

Parkhurst.  He served through the war without a day’s leave, and the tremendous amount of work he did 

during demobilisation was responsible for his breakdown.  There was no more popular officer at Parkhurst, 

and the men serving directly under him not only respected him as an officer, but admired him as a fine 

specimen of a man.  There was nothing small or petty in the actions of Major Charles SWEETMAN, he had 

no room for those who were not straight-forward, nor could be tolerate cant or humbug.  He was a real 

friend to many officers and men during the war, who will always look back with the most pleasant 

recollections to the part of their Army career spent at Parkhurst.  The Army suited him, and he was just the 

man for the Army.  Previous to taking over the command of the R.A.S.C., he had completed over 20 years’ 

commissioned service in the volunteer movement.  At one time Major SWEETMAN commanded the 

Newport companies, and here, as elsewhere, he became very popular.  He had the Volunteer decoration, and 

amongst other medals those awarded at the Diamond Jubilee, and King Edward’s Coronation. From 1893 to 

1899 he was chairman of the Ryde School Board.  He was elected at the head of the poll in 1892 and 1895, 

and was appointed chairman in the latter year.  He was again returned at the triennial elections in 1898, but 

resigned in the following year.  He represented Ryde on the County Council from 1895 to 1910.  In his 

younger days he was a keen sportsman, he and his brother, Ald. H. SWEETMAN, J.P., being amongst the 

founders of the Ryde Rowing Club in 1877.  He was a member of the racing crew of which Ald. John I. 

BARTON J.P., was coxswain, which gained such distinction around the coast in the early days of the club.  

He was a prominent Freemason, being a member of the East Medina Lodge, and a P.P.J.G.D. of the 

Hampshire Province.  Born in April 1860, he was just over 60 years of age.  He was the third son of the late 

Mr. Edward SWEEMAN, and was a partner in the well-known firm of brewers, Messrs. H.C. and W. 

SWEETMAN, established by their father in 1848.   

 Amidst manifestations of deepest sympathy and regret the mortal remains of the deceased were laid 

to rest in the cemetery on Wednesday.  A choral service was held at the Parish-church, when a large 

congregation assembled.  The officiating clergymen were the vicar (the Rev. Hugh Le Fleming), the Rev. 

C.L. BLAKE (vicar of St. Johns), and the Rev. C. RHODES HALL (a former curate of St. Thomas’s), The 

hymns sung were “Now the labourer’s task if o’er” and “On the resurrection morning.”  The Rev. RHODES 

HALL gave an address in which he said they had come together to perform the last rites of the church, and 

to pay their respects to the mortal remains of one who had down important work in the commercial and 

military life of the town and country.  It was to the military sphere that they traced the ultimate cause of his 

death.  He devoted himself to military duty all through the war, and gave himself wholly and devotedly to 

the work assigned to him.  If a man undermined his health in the cause which his King and Country assigned 

him, he died for his King and Country just as truly as if he had died on the battle-field in any of the various 

theatres of war.  They mourned with his widow and family, one who had been a devoted citizen and a brave 

soldier of the King, as well as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  The chief mourners were:  The widow, Ald. H. 

SWEETMAN, J.P. and Mr. W. SWEETMAN (brothers), Lieut-Colonel BRIDGES, R.E. (brother-in-law), 

and Mr. Gerald SWEETMAN (nephew).  Amongst those present at the church were Ald. G.E. MEARS, J.P. 

(representing the Mayor, Ald. W.H.P.F. THIRKELL, who was away in London), Col. E.W. CRADDOCK, 

D.L., J.P., Ald. John I. BARTON J.O. (deputy-mayor) and Miss BARTON, Dr. J.D. DAVIES, Dr. K.W. 

INGLEBY MACKENZIE, Messrs. P. THELLUSSON, J.P., H.H. POLLARD, J.P, C.A., Arthur 

ANDREWS, J.P., C.C., S. FOWLER, J.P., G.A. BLACKALL, J.P., W.G. DAISH, J.P., W.R. TAYLOR, 

J.P., E.T. THELLUSAN, J.P., H. H. POLLARD, J.P., C.A., Arthur ANDREWS, J.P., C.C., S. FOWLER, 

J.P.., G.A. BLACKALL, J.P., W. G. DAISH, J.P., W R. TAYLOR, J.P., E. T. MINTER, J.P., Ald. F.W. 



RANDALL, J.P., A. HOLMES, J.P., Mr. and Mrs. ROWLAND RUSSELL, Mr. and Mrs. PURNELL, Mr. 

and Mrs. T. H.  HALSTEAD, Major J. ELLERY, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. HALSTEAD, Messrs. C. W. 

VINCENT, C. H. COLLIS (deputy town clerk), A. BARTON, M. J. OSBORNE, S. W. BARTON, J. G. 

DUFFETT, H. ADAMS, A. PAGE, P. V. COOMBES, W. E. WEEKS, J. B. COOMBES, J. H. DOWN, G. 

MULLINS, M. RIDDETT, H. G. JOLLIFFE, W. DORE, H. C. FOWLER, A. LOCKE, A. YOUNG, J. H. 

GRIMES, E. WRIGHT, A. F. WAY, E. C. LOADER, B. H. GULLIVER, C. J. de LANNAY, the chief 

constable (Mr. Charles GREEN-STREET), Sgt. D. PALMER (wearing the uniform of Princess Beatrice’s 

Rifles), Insp. J. ELDRIDGE (nuisance inspector), Messrs. A. J. WHEELER, LANG, and F. W. MUNT. The 

many floral tributes included wreaths from the Bowling Club (of which the deceased was captain in 1911): 

from the Conservative Club; in affectionate regard from non-commissioned officers and riflemen of Princess 

Beatrice’s Rifles: from the East Medina Lodge of Freemasons, Capt. F. KING, T.D. and Mr. W. H. DANN 

were unavoidably prevented from attending.  

 The funeral arrangements were carried out by Mr. Charles LANGDON, Player-street. 
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 THE LATE MAJOR C. SWEETMAN.---The following floral tributes were received for the 

funeral of the late Major Charles SWEETMAN, in addition to those given on page 7 : From his loving wife;  

Harry, Annie, Beatie, and Ena;  Walt and Nellie;  his sister Emily, nieces, and nephews, Gertie, Mabel, 

Harold, and Arthur;  Eva, Arthur, and Connie;  Lily, Dickie and Lilian;  Nellie and George;  Nell and 

Bernard;  Gerald and Dot;  Frank, Ada, and Alice;  with deepest sympathy from the employees of H., C., and 

W. SWEETMAN;  Jack and Louise;  Mrs. I., Mr. A., and the Misses BARTON;  Katie and John;  G. T. and 

E. N. HARRIS (Newport);  Mrs. HOWARD-BROOKE;  Mr. and Mrs. Rowland RUSSELL and family;  

Flossie;  Mr. and Mrs. B. H. GULLIVER;  Mr. and Mrs. J. B. PURNELL;  Mrs. DIXON and Lily;  Mr. and 

Mrs. George FOX;  Major F. J. MAITLAND;  Mr. and Mrs. D. D. PALMER;  J. Bannister HOWARD;  Mr. 

and Mrs. Harold HAPGOOD;  nurse;  and C. H. and F. TURNER. 
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THE LATE MAJOR SWEETMAN 

 

 The Mayor said that since their last meeting a prominent citizen had removed by death in the person 

of Major Charles SWEETMAN, who had served on important public bodies. His death was accelerated by 

devotion to his duties during the war. He moved that a vote of sympathy should be sent to Mrs. 

SWEETMAN and the family.- Miss FRIEND, as one who worked with the late Major whilst she was at the 

Castle Hospital, seconded.- The Council passed the vote by standing. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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