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About us 
Membership is open to 
anyone who is 
interested in the 
heritage of the town of 
Ryde and its people. 
 
Research is centred on 
Ryde Cemetery, and the 
people who are buried 
there, their links to 
Ryde’s past, their lives, 
homes, businesses, 
families and 
descendants. 
 
Website 
www.rshg.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Heritage Open Days at Ryde Cemetery 
Great Success Story 

 
Over the weekend of the 8th and 9th of September Ryde Social Heritage Group held two 
open days at Ryde Cemetery as part of the National Heritage Open Days event. This 
annual event has been set up to allow people to explore places of interest for free and 
learn all about their own local history. This was the first time RSHG participated in the 
Heritage Open Days programme. 
  
From early morning on Saturday 8th September the cemetery was buzzing with activity. 
A dedicated team of volunteers turned up to put up all of the information boards and 
prepare for the opening at 11am.  

In fact visitors were already waiting to be 
taken on the guided walks before the 
displays had been finished.  
 
Luckily, David Earle one of the wonderful 
volunteer guides, was there to whisk them 
away on the first walk of the day. David, 
along with Janette Gregson, was busy 
conducting guided walks all day Saturday, 
taking only a short break for a sandwich for 
lunch before the next group of people were 
waiting to be taken round.  

 

Each tour took around 45 minutes and 
visitors were shown various graves around 
the Old Parish Cemetery and Old Cemetery 
and told some interesting things about some 
of the people buried in those graves. A leaflet 
detailing the route and some of the graves 
was given away to visitors. 
 

 

 
While visitors were waiting to go on the tours 
there was plenty to keep them occupied.  
 
There were many displays which had been 
erected in front of the Cemetery Lodge. 
Many of them were about the lives of the 
various well known characters buried within 
Ryde Cemetery.  
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There was also a large display of the flora and fauna that can be found within the cemetery grounds throughout 
the year. 

 
In the Lodge garden two gazebos 
had been put up where there were 
more display boards and tables. 
The tables were used to display 
the many folders of information 
that members of RSHG have been 
working on.  
 
 
 

These included folders with maps of the cemetery, indexes of the burials that have been mapped and transcribed 
so far, and folders containing information about the history of Ryde and its people. This was also the first time that 
the Group’s booklet, ‘A Brief Guide to Ryde Cemetery’, was on sale, the cost being £2.50.  

 
At the end of Saturday afternoon there were still people coming into the 
Cemetery and although we were only supposed to be there until 4pm, it 
was some time after that that all the visitors left. It was estimated that 
between 40 and 50 people had visited during the day.  
 
After the fantastic response from the public on Saturday you might have 
thought Sunday was going to be a little slower but you would be wrong. 
The lovely weather held out for a second day and the exhibition was once 
again attracting a lot of interest.  
 

It was so busy that there were two more guides taking people around on the tour. As well as David and Janette, 
Lynne Phillips and Carol Strong also led tours. Interest was so strong from the public that there were a few people 
who came back for the second day running because they didn’t have time to look at everything they wanted to on 
the Saturday.  
 
The Group was able to help many people over the weekend too; a couple of people came in looking for specific 
graves and these were located for them, one man wanted to know if he was right in thinking that one of his 
relatives had once been a Mayor of Ryde and after looking through the list of Mayors we were able to confirm he 
was right. Another gentleman told us he thought Granny Smith of the apple fame was buried in Ryde Cemetery. 
After a bit of investigation, we discovered she is indeed buried in Ryde Cemetery but not Ryde, Isle of Wight. 
She’s buried in Ryde, Australia!  
 
A visitor told how the Cemetery Superintendent had to ring the central chapel bell each night to give warning he 
was about to lock the cemetery gates and another told us of a strange occurrence at a funeral -  
During a funeral where the coffin was to be interred in a family vault, the mourners had a dreadful fright. A white 
gloved hand was seen apparently coming out of the coffin! Some of the delicate ladies attending the funeral 
fainted thinking it was the deceased coming back to life. In fact it was one of the funeral directors already 
positioned inside the vault to support the coffin as it was lowered into the steep opening. He inadvertently raised 
his arms too high and it was his gloved hand seen reaching for the coffin.  
 
There were also many people at the exhibition who were keen to share 
information about their own relatives who are buried there. It really was a 
two way sharing of information and as well as helping others we also learnt 
a great deal over the weekend.  
 
At the end of the second day the exhibition had been visited by over one 
hundred people, the ages ranged from the very young to the elderly. One 
lady in particular who went on one of the guided tours on Sunday afternoon 
was 87 and she thoroughly enjoyed it! The walk also catered for those who 
are disabled and all the graves included in the tour were accessible to 
those using a wheelchair or motorised buggy. This was tested out for us by one our members who volunteered 
over the two days.  
 
RSHG would like to thank all of the public who visited Ryde Cemetery and made this event such a success. 
Thanks also to all the twenty or so members who volunteered over the weekend and especially Janette and Tony 
Gregson, without whom this event would not have been possible.  
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Samuel James Browne was born on the 3rd October 
1824 in Barrackpore in West Bengal, India.  The town 
is located in the Brahmaputra-Ganges delta region on 
the eastern bank of the Ganges about 25 kilometres 
from Kolkata (Calcutta). The town was a military and 
administrative centre under British rule and the name 
derives from the English word ‘barracks’.  
 
He was the son of Dr John Browne, a surgeon in the 
Bengal Medical Service and his wife Charlotte (née 
Swinton).  
 
Samuel Browne joined the 46th Bengal Native Infantry 
as a subaltern, participating in action at Ramnuggar, 
Sadoolapore, Chillianwalla and Gujarat. In 1849 he 
was made a Lieutenant and tasked with raising a 
cavalry force to be designated the 2nd Punjab 
Irregular Cavalry and later incorporated into the 
regular force. He commanded that unit for the next 
five years and led them in several engagements. He 
was decorated for action during the Bozdar Expedition 
in 1857, being promoted to Captain. In 1904, three 
years after his death, the unit would be re-designated 
as the 22nd Sam Browne's Cavalry (Frontier Force) in 
his honour. 
 
He won the Victoria Cross on the 31st August 1858 at 
Seerporah, India, in an engagement with the rebels. 
Captain Browne, whilst advancing upon the enemy's 
position, pushed on with one Sowar, a mounted 
orderly, upon a nine-pounder gun and attacked the 
gunners, preventing them from re-loading and firing 
on the infantry who were advancing to attack. In the 
conflict which ensued Captain Browne received two 
sword cuts, one on the left knee and another which 
severed his left arm at the shoulder, but not before he 
had cut down one of his assailants. The gun was 
eventually captured and the gunners killed. 
 
Samuel Browne’s Victoria Cross is on display at the 
National Army Museum in Central London adjacent to 
the Chelsea Hospital, home of the Chelsea 
Pensioners. 
 
He carried on serving in the army but the loss of his 
left arm caused him great difficulty in drawing his 
officer’s sword. Previously he would have held the 
scabbard with his left hand and drawn the sword with 
his right hand but after his loss he could not have 
done that. Some time after this incident he devised 
and began to wear the belt which bears his name, 
incorporating an additional belt round the waist to 
secure the scabbard.  
 
Later the wearing of the Sam Browne belt would be 
adopted by other officers who knew him in India, but it 
was not to come into common use in the British Army 
until after his retirement. Browne's original belt is now 
on public display in the India Room of the Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst. 
 

In 1878, as commander of the Peshawar Field Force 
during the Second Afghan War, Browne brought 
sixteen thousand troops and forty eight guns to the 
Khyber Pass. After capturing the key fortress of Ali 
Masjid, which commanded its entry, he proceeded 
through the Pass and captured Jalalabad. Browne was 
made a Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath 
for this action. 
 
Samuel Browne was promoted to General in 1888, and 
awarded the Order of the Bath's Grand Cross in 1891. 
 
He retired from the army in 1898, moved to Ryde on 
the Isle of Wight where he died on the 14th March 
1901 at the age of seventy four. His remains were 
cremated at Woking but there is a memorial in Ryde 
Cemetery as well as plaques in St Paul's Cathedral 
and Lahore Cathedral. 
 
A picture and details of the inscription on the memorial 
can be found on the Group’s website, 
www.rshg.org.uk. Also commemorated on the stone 
are Lucy, Samuel’s wife, their youngest daughter 
Violet Adriana, their son Sherwood Deighton Browne 
CG CBE, their son Alfred Percy Browne and his wife 
Winifred Marie. 
 
David, General Samuel Browne’s great great 
grandson, contacted the Group through the Website 
saying that he found the web page very interesting.  

General Sir Samuel James Browne, VC. 

Photograph of Sam Browne from www.wikipedia.org 
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William Thomas Rickard was born at Devonport on the 21st February 
1828 and joined the Royal Navy at a young age. After moving to the 
Merchant Navy he found his heart was still with the Royal Navy and       
rejoined.  
 
He took part with the Naval Brigade in several engagements in the  
Crimean campaign including battles of the Alma and Interman. He 
joined HMS Weser as Quartermaster under the command of Captain 
John Edmund Commerell.  
 
They were ordered to take part in the bombardment of Sevastopol and, 
while cruising on the eastern side of the Spit of Arabat, the Captain 
learnt large quantities of corn and forage, about 4000 tons, were stored 
on the Crimean shore of the Livash.  
 
Realising the importance of these stores to the enemy, Captain     
Commerell undertook to destroy the supplies. William Rickard was the 
first to volunteer with George Milestone and two other seamen. In  
darkness the five men rowed in a small boat towards the Spit and, 
dragging the boat across the Spit, reached the Putrid Sea. The whole 
area was swarming with Cossacks. 

Two seamen were left in the boat while Captain Commerell, Rickard and Milestone continued on foot walking 
some two and a half miles to reach the stores. Close by was a guard house and a village where the Cossacks 
were encamped. Undaunted the three pressed on and managed to set fire to the stacks of straw. Being very dry 
the straw ignited easily and within moments the whole store was ablaze arousing the Cossack guard. The glow of 
the fire revealed the three gallant men running with great speed towards their waiting craft.  
 
The Cossacks with wild cries of vengeance lept into their saddles and set off in hot pursuit together with a number 
of infantry men keeping up a heavy fire of musketry. They almost caught up with the party but the Captain 
signaled to his men in the rowing boat to fire on their pursuers which they did with great effect. 
 
The party reached the muddy shore and felt the ground yielding under their feet. The Cossacks dared not risk 
their horses in the slippery loam and stopped their pursuit but continued to fire at close range. Milestone, by now 
exhausted, slipped and fell into the treacherous mud. William Rickard, although equally exhausted, pulled his 
colleague free from the mud and carried him safely to their waiting boat still under heavy fire from a distance of 
about 30 yards. Encountering more enemy fire, they re-crossed the Arabat Spit and managed to reach their ship. 
 
William Thomas Rickard was awarded the Victoria Cross and a special pension for his part in the daring raid. He 
also received the Legion of Honour. Captain John Commerell, also awarded the VC, later became Admiral of the 
Fleet, Sir John Commerell. 
 
After leaving the Royal Navy William Rickard joined the Coastguard Service and became Chief Officer of 
Coastguards before retiring to Ryde in the 1870s. In retirement he joined Ryde Rowing Club as boatman. He died 
on the 21st February 1905 at the Royal Isle of Wight Infirmary, Ryde. 
 
The funeral took place at St James Church, Ryde with full honours. His body was conveyed in an open hearse 
with the Volunteer Band heading the procession. In the church 30 Bluejackets from the Naval Barracks at 
Portsmouth had assembled with local coastguards. The sailors wore black bands around their arms tied with 
bows, and straw hats. Following the service the procession reformed and marched to Ryde Cemetery. The route, 
announced by public notice by the Mayor, was via Lind Street, High Street and Hill Street. The streets were lined 
with people and many attended at the cemetery. 
 
A funeral tea was provided afterwards at the Town Hall for the Naval party and Volunteer Band by members of 
the congregation of St James Church. It was attended by about 90 people.  

William Thomas Rickard VC, KLH 

Photograph of William Rickard  
from www.wikipedia.org 
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Tetsunosuke Suzuki 
 

 
 

There are quite a few people buried within the walls of Ryde Cemetery who were not actually residents of Ryde. 
However, none had travelled as far as one man had, to reach his final resting place.  
 
In June 1897, 32 year old Tetsunosuke Suzuki, was a blacksmith belonging to His Imperial Majesty’s Ship the 
Fuji. The Fuji had been ordered by the Japanese Navy from the Thames Iron Works three years earlier. She was 
due to be commissioned in August 1897 but before leaving for Japan she was one of the 173 ships taking part in 
the celebrations to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee at Portsmouth Harbour. Unfortunately for 
Tetsunosuke the celebrations were cut short.  
 
On 22nd June Tetsunosuke was taken ill, suffering from septic peritonitis. He died on the following Saturday 
evening at nine o’clock. Mr J Purnell was summoned on board on Sunday and although he was not permitted to 
see the body, all the necessary funeral arrangements were made. A site was granted for the burial and the 
following day the body was brought ashore during the midday Coronation salute amidst a large crowd on the pier 
head. The funeral party landed at the pier head steps and was greeted by the Mayor, Alderman E Groves and Dr 
Davey JP. Also present were the directors of the Pier Company, Messrs W Gibbs, J O Brook and Meeres. 
 
The coffin was placed on a gun carriage and a procession formed in front of it as it moved on. Leading the way 
was a seaman trumpeter, then fifteen seamen. Next came a sailor carrying a white bannerette bearing the name 
and rank of the deceased in black Japanese writing which had been hung on a long bamboo pole. Six sailors 
walked behind this carrying beautiful paper flowers in white and blue, two like chrysanthemums and four like 
water lilies. Some other sailors were carrying floral wreaths and one of Tetsunosuke Suzuki’s medals.  
 
Immediately behind this was the coffin followed by the officers, the Mayor and the Pier directors. After arriving at 
the cemetery, the body was taken into the non-conformist chapel, where a paper scroll in Japanese was read by 
the Engineer as he stood in front of the coffin. After each of the men had placed their flowers near the coffin, the 
procession moved on to the grave site. The Japanese flag which was on top of the coffin was then removed and 
the coffin was lowered into the grave. The deceased’s hat and the bannerette were then thrown in on top, 
followed by the sailors each throwing some dirt onto the coffin. The trumpeter then blew several calls and all the 
officers and men saluted. The funeral party then stayed to watch the grave filled and did not leave until the turf 
was placed over the earth. Once this was done a temporary monument was put on top on which Tetsunosuke’s 
name and rank had been written. 
 

   
Grave of Tetsunosuke Suzuki June 1897. The photograph was taken by Mr Gallop in June 1897 and contributed 
by Rob Gallop (www.flickr.com/photos/robgallop) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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There were floral tributes placed all around as can be seen in the photograph. One of these was a large floral 
anchor of red, white and blue blooms which was from the Mayor and inhabitants of Ryde. The inscription on the 
anchor said, “Sleep thy last sleep with friends”. Also there were four wreaths from the ships company. As the men 
marched away they doffed their caps and bowed to the grave. The day ended with the officers being entertained 
at the Mayors residence, and then the Mayor and Mayoress accompanied the officers back to the Fuji in the 
evening. 
 
On the Wednesday morning a party of approximately 40 officers came from the Fuji to pay their respects to their 
shipmate and two of the officers photographed the grave with the men grouped around it. The Commander and 
the officers of HJMS Fuji expressed their thanks to the Mayor and the directors of the Ryde Pier Company for 
their kindness and courtesy, to Mr Purnell for making all the arrangements and to the people of Ryde for the great 
respect shown to them during the funeral of their shipmate. 
 

 28th June 1902 
 
Five years later a party of 60 or 70 sailors from the Japanese ships Takasago and Asama, who were moored off 
Spithead, marched to the cemetery at about 8am to visit the grave of their comrade. After being addressed by the 
commanding officer they filed past the grave and each man placed upon it paper flowers. The ceremony lasted 
for about twenty minutes after which they left the cemetery and marched back down through the town to the 
music of their band. The following Friday another party of sailors visited the cemetery. A photograph of the grave 
with the flowers on it, taken at the funeral in 1897 by Mr Gallop, was presented to the officer in charge. The 
sailors were very pleased with the photograph and showed their great appreciation to all those present.  

(Continued from page 5) 

The Victoria Cross 
The Victoria Cross was instituted by Royal Warrant on the 29th January 
1856 for award to both officers and non-commissioned ranks of the Royal 
Navy and the Army who, in the presence of the enemy 'shall have 
performed some signal act of valour’. 
 
Queen Victoria chose the design for the new decoration in the form of a 
Maltese cross in bronze. The obverse of the medal bears a lion statant 
gardant on the Royal crown, with the words 'FOR VALOUR' on a semi-
circular scroll. The reverse bears a circular panel inside which is engraved 
the date of the act for which the decoration was awarded.  
 
The reverse of the suspender is engraved with the rank, name and ship, 
regiment or squadron of the recipient.  The medal is suspended from a 1½ 
inch wide red ribbon, originally blue for the Navy and dark red for the 
Army. Since 1918, all VC awards use the crimson shade. The Victoria 
Cross is still Britain's premier award for gallantry in the face of the enemy 
and is worn on the left breast, before all other medals and awards. 
 

The first investiture of the Victoria Cross by Queen Victoria was held in Hyde Park, London, on Friday, 26th June 
1857. Sixty-two Crimean War veterans had the Victoria Crosses pinned on their breasts. The remaining Victoria 
Cross winners not in attendance were presented with their award at the location of their current service. 
 
The medal itself was, and still is, made of bronze melted down from the cascabels of two Russian cannons 
captured at Sevastopol in the Crimean War. Until recently these cannons were on the parade ground of the Royal 
Artillery Barracks in Woolwich. 
 
The American Unknown Warrior, who is buried at Arlington National Cemetery, was presented with the Victoria 
Cross on behalf of King George V by Admiral of the Fleet Lord Beatty at the same time that he laid the King's 
wreath on the tomb, on the 11th November 1921. The US Government bestowed a Congressional Medal of 
Honour on the British Unknown Soldier buried in Westminster Abbey. 
 
Five people who have been awarded the Victoria Cross are remembered on the Isle of Wight.  Henry George Gore 
Browne buried at St Mary the Virgin Church, Brook, Sir Samuel James Browne’s memorial at Ryde Cemetery, 
George Albert Cairns buried in Burma with a memorial at St Mary the Virgin Church, Brighstone, William Thomas 
Rickard buried in Ryde Cemetery, and Sir Henry Tombs buried in Carisbrooke Cemetery. 
 

© Ryde Social Heritage Group 2007 
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