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STOP 8 – THE PAVILION  

 

You should be outside the 
original main entrance marked 
Pavilion. 
 

Now a bowling alley and night 
club, Ryde Pavilion was 
designed by Vincent and West, 
some of the ironwork being 
brought down from Glasgow. It was one of two pavilions on the seafront – the 
other, on Ryde Pier, being demolished in 1971. Admire the detail, the oriental 
turrets, the ironwork and coloured glass.  

 

In the 1920s, there was considerable rivalry between supporters of the 
Western and Eastern seafront in Ryde, and citing the new facility in the 
Eastern Gardens was controversial. In the end, the scale of the pavilion had to 
be reduced before it won the backing of the Borough.  

 

The building was described as “a commodious structure, well heated and 
lighted, with ample provisions for concerts, dancing and teas, and a pleasing 
exterior.” A uniformed doorman and two pageboys were appointed. Among the 
purchases for the new building were forty oak restaurant tables and two-
hundred walnut chairs, along with glasses for peach melbas and banana 
splits. 
 

The pavilion opened on the June 3rd 1927. All ratepayers were cordially 
invited to attend. 

 

The glory of the interior was the Rock Maple flooring, described as the largest 
and best dance floor on the Island. Initially, dances lasted from 9pm until 1 in 
the morning, and the music was provided by Cecil Elgar and his band, playing 
the latest London Programme. The dances were not universally popular. Four 
local residents complained about the noise of the saxophone, and late night 
revellers.  
 

Other musical entertainment was delivered out of doors. Among the 
entertainers who were approached in 1927 were Don Pedro and his Mexican 
Band, the Famous Creswell Colliery Institute Band, and the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders.  
 

Continue to walk along by the sea wall until you reach the canoe lake and rest 
in the pagoda shelter with the Information Board.  
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