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RYDE WIDOW’S SAD END 

FOUND DROWNED AT BINSTEAD 

A PATHETIC LETTER 

 

 On Saturday afternoon, the Acting Deputy Coroner for the Island (Mr W. H. P. F THIRKELL) held 

an inquest at the Institute, Binstead, concerning the death of Annie Adelaide L. BOCQUET, a widow, aged 

68 years of age, residing at 61 Union Street, Ryde, whose lifeless body was found on the sands at Binstead 

the previous afternoon.  Mr. G. HODGKINSON was chosen foreman of the Jury. 

 Charles Emile BOCQUET, of 34, Bedford Street, Leamington, Warwickshire, a laundry manager, 

identified the body.  About three weeks ago, he said, he received a letter from her about a house she had at 

Hastings.  She wrote in a despondent manner as she was worried about the house, which had been unlet for a 

considerable time.  He was coming over to see her at the week-end, but two days later he received another 

letter which set his mind at ease about her.  On Thursday morning last he received a letter accompanying 

some jewellery.  It was written in French and was as follows: 

 “Dear Emile, - The workmen are coming to Ryde and I fear to be robbed.  Would you mind taking 

care of these jewels and if anything happens to me distribute them among the children, Lily having first 

choice as being the eldest after choosing for yourself.   Good-bye, hope to see you soon.  Your mother, who 

is very much worried.” 

 He immediately wired to the Ryde Police, asking them to see if everything was all right.  He received 

a reply to the effect that his mother could not be found.  He wired back that he was coming to Ryde the next 

day.  Before leaving he received the following letter, also written in French, dated the 10th October: 

 “Dear Emile, - Your letter received now and I thank you for everything and the 10s. Which it 

contained, but I am returning this to you because I hope I shall not need it.  When I attempted my life nearly 

four years ago it was because I understood what was working against me.  First the paper hung loosely in 

every room [Witness explained that this referred to the house at Hastings].  Naturally those who come to let 

(? Hire) ask the reason and the answer is that it is damp; this house is very damp.  Also acids are spilt on the 

kitchen range [Witness explained the rain had come down the chimney and caused rust on the range].  Now 

they do not even take the trouble to simulate (sic).  They almost refuse me the key, telling me it was at the 

agents.  If not at his place he had not got it.  He asked me to wait in another room while he sent to fetch 

some key and I saw JACKMAN pass before me going out of another room.  They do not even shut the 

house up.  They have put in a wedge of wood to prevent the lock from working.  Being in the greenhouse on 

Monday night the detective came to see who was there and he said Mrs JACKMAN is often here and I 

thought it was her, yet he pretends he has not had the key since October 1916.  He leaves the house open, 

causing all the damage possible so as to be able to say ‘I do not know who made it.’  He and his brother are 

working together to try and get the property for nothing.  It is possible for me to fight against that?  On the 

other hand, Letts has is mortgage on Ryde as well as on Hastings, and as the latter will not realise the 

amount, Ryde will be sold for nothing as nearly all the houses are empty at the side of me and opposite there 

are four.  Therefore you see what I have left to do.  I should have done it last night and I do not know why I 

waited until today, perhaps for your letter.  I am too old to battle any longer and I have had enough misery.  I 

will try to finish it.  Do not pity the dead, they are most happy.  It is not difficult to die, but it is very difficult 

to live.  Good-bye, and don’t curse me.  I have always done for the best but I have made mistakes, no doubt.  

None can escape one’s destiny.  May my death appease the rate of those who curse me and bring happiness 

to you and yours is my dearest desire.  I hope to God I shall succeed this time.  It would be too terrible if I 

survived.  I will attempt myself to succeed.  I return you the 10s. for there will be nothing left of what I had.  

Kiss your dear children for me.  Your mother, who finds the hour does not come quick enough to finish.” 

 Witness said he had received letters from his daughters in London showing that at the time he 

received the jewellery they each received a parcel containing blankets from the deceased.  She had been 

living in Ryde about 10 years. 

 Mrs. Sarah SPENCER, residing at Bassett Lodge, Well Street, Ryde, said on Wednesday she called 

on the deceased and had tea with her.  She left about 6 o’clock.  She did not notice anything unusual in her 

manner, in fact she thought she seemed a little brighter.  On the Monday previous when witness called to see 

her she seemed to be a little upset.  Deceased did not mention any of her affairs to her and she did not know 

if she had any trouble. 



 Thomas SAUNDERS, fisherman, 15, Highland Road, Oakfield, said on Friday, at about 12.45 p.m., 

he was on the beach near Binstead House, when he saw the body of the deceased lying on the shore, having 

evidently been washed up by the tide.  The body was face downwards, fully dressed with the exception of a 

hat, which was about 12 yards away. 

 P.C. Alfred STEVENS proved receiving information from the last witness as to the finding of the 

body.  He found the deceased had been wearing steel-rimmed spectacles which had evidently fallen from her 

eyes down to the mouth.  He had the body removed to the Fleming Arms.  In the deceased’s dress pocket 

were two cards bearing her name and address and a handkerchief. 

 P.S. Frank RYALL of the Ryde Borough Police Force, said in consequence of a wire received from 

Mr. BOCQUET on Thursday he went to 61, Union Street.  He tried the doors and found them fastened.  He 

rang the bell, but got no answer, and then gained admission at the back door.  He searched the house 

thoroughly, but could not find anyone.  He made enquiries at the Pier and other places, but could not find 

anything about the deceased, and wired the son to this effect.  On Friday morning, at 9 a.m., he went again 

to the house and there was still no one there.  When he first visited the premises he saw two notices pinned 

on the window to the effect that no milk or bread would be required until further orders.  On the 24th April, 

1914, deceased attempted suicide by cutting herself in the bath.  After being taken to the hospital she was 

charged before the Borough Bench on the 18th May and was then handed over to the care of her friends. 

 By the Foreman: None of the beds appeared to have been slept in. 

 The son, re-called, said his mother lived all alone at 61, Union Street. She would not allow anyone to 

live with her.  After she attempted her life he tried to get her to live with him at Leamington, but she 

declined saying that she wished to enjoy her liberty. 

 The Acting Deputy Coroner, in summing up, said there was not evidence as to how the deceased 

came into the water, but there was ample evidence that she wanted to do away with herself.  She has so 

much on her mind and felt herself to be badly treated over the Hastings property.  Whether it was a 

hallucination or not there was no doubt that it …… unhinged.  He did not think the Jury would have any 

difficulty in finding that the deceased committed suicide. 

 The Jury returned a verdict that the deceased committed suicide being at the time of unsound mind. 
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