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MYSTERY OF RYDE BOATMAN’S DEATH 

-------------------------- 

Inquest Verdict of “Accidental Drowning” 

 

 “What exactly happened will remain a mystery,” remarked Dr. H. Y. MANSFIELD (acting deputy 

coroner), at the conclusion of the inquest held on Saturday, at Ryde, on Thomas James HISCOCK (52), of 

Bedworth Place, Ryde, who was drowned at sea. A verdict of “accidental drowning” was returned. 

 Mrs Sarah WILLIAM, of 20 Bedworth place, Ryde who gave evidence of identification, stated that 

she last saw her brother alive at about 1 p.m. on Friday, May 29 last, when he was cleaning some windows. 

He seemed to be in his usual health and spirits. A fisherman by occupation, he used to go out off Puckpool 

for the purpose of laying trot lines. He had done this for many years without being involved in an accident. 

Late on Friday night she was informed that her brother had fallen from his boat while laying a line. 

 Miss Zoe Vera YOUNG, of East Field Place, Dover Street, Ryde, gave evidence that she was the 

owner of a dinghy which was looked after by deceased and was kept at Appley slipway. On May 29th, 

deceased came to see her and asked if he could put the boat out for the purpose of putting out some of his 

lines. HISCOCK put off in the boat at 5.30 p.m. and she watched him for a short time through her glasses. 

When she saw him last in the boat, he was standing up. Later she was unable to see either the boat or the 

deceased, but subsequently saw what appeared to be an overturned boat and a short distance away on the 

Ryde side of the boat she saw the man’s head and shoulders which seemed to be exceedingly well above the 

water. Realising that the boat had upset, she closed her hut and ran to the telephone for help, and also went 

to Appley slipway to see if there was anyone who could go to HISCOCK’s assistance. Soon afterwards she 

saw a boat coming from Seaview. 

 Replying to questions by the coroner, witness said her boat had a very shallow draft and she thought 

it was safe to stand up in it. The boat had never capsized before. 

 

Boat Over-turned 

 Mr Francis J. BLOOMFIELD, a boatman of Rope Walk, Seaview, said that at 7.30 p.m. on May 29, 

he received a message that a boat had capsized and that a man had gone overboard. He put off in a motor 

boat and searched the vicinity. He found the dinghy was bottom upward about five hundred yards from the 

shore, still anchored. The trot line was close to the boat and he took bearings. At 1 a.m. the following day he 

went down at low water to see if he could find the body. He cruised round and dragged for one and a half 

hours without success. There was not more than six feet of water at the scene of the accident, and the sea 

was calm. 

 Mr Amos Richard ALLEN, a boatman, employed by Ryde Rowing Club, stated that at 6 p.m. on 

Thursday, in company with a friend he rowed to the west of the Ryde Pier, where he saw HISCOCK’s body 

floating in the water. He secured the body and towed it to St Thomas’ Slipway where it was taken charge of 

by the police. P.c. HODGES deposed that at 6 p.m. on Thursday, he went to the pier with P.s. TURNBALL 

and saw the body of the deceased. At the mortuary he examined the body which was in a very decomposed 

condition, and found the watch and chain (produced) which showed that the watch had stopped at 6.40. 

Deceased was wearing canvas shoes. 

 The coroner said HISCOCK seemed to have been standing in the boat. There was no tide and only a 

calm sea and it seemed rather strange that deceased who was a strong swimmer, did not reach the shore. He 

was too decomposed for it to be ascertained whether he was injured when he fell from the boat. 
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