
ISLE OF WIGHT TIMES Thursday 13th November 1930 

 

CELIA JANE HODGE 

WIFE’S FATAL FALL. 

------------------ 

Haylands Woman’s Unfortunate Energy. 

------------------ 

 An inquest was held at the Haylands Congregational Church Schoolroom yesterday by Mr W. H. P. 

F. THIRKELL, deputy Coroner, on Celia Jane HODGE, aged 60, wife of Edward Stephen HODGE, of 11 

Salters Road, Haylands, and who died on Tuesday evening, following an illness which had lasted about a 

week. Deceased had been suffering from gastritis, and unfortunately she over-estimated her reserve of 

strength, though she was confined to bed, and she went downstairs, apparently fainted and fell, the shock 

causing syncope. 

 Mr. Leonard HODGE, travelling hairdresser, son of deceased, who lived with his parents at No. 1 

Salters Road, Haylands, and gave evidence of identification, said his father’s work very often took him away 

and on Monday, October 27th, he left home to go to Worcester. On the following day, Tuesday, in the 

morning, witness’s mother complained to him, and he sent for Dr. Upcott GILL. She had been subject to 

attacks of indigestion during the last 12 months. She had seen Dr. JONES, but not for indigestion. Apart 

from this, she had enjoyed good health. He had never seen his mother as she was on the Tuesday, and he 

was alarmed. This was why he sent for the doctor, who gave orders for her to stop in bed till the evening of 

her death. The doctor saw her again on Thursday and every day after till Monday, November 3rd, at 1 p m., 

when she appeared to be getting better. On Tuesday, November 4th, she was looking forward to Wednesday 

thinking she would get up. On that day (Tuesday) witness came home about 4p.m. and got her some tea, 

which she enjoyed. He left her in bed with a hot water bottle at her feet and made a light for her about 5.30. 

He left his mother comfortable, and went on his usual round. She had everything on a table by the side of 

her bed. There was no reason for her to get out of bed. Deceased knew that witness’s fiancée. Miss Ena May 

CASS, would be round at 8 o’clock to bring beef tea and stay until witness returned at about 9.15, when he 

found that his mother had passed away. 

 Miss E. M. CASS, Portland Cottage, Arthur Street, Ryde, said she was in the habit of visiting the 

deceased for about three years. Deceased had been ill for about a week, during which time she went almost 

every day. About 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 4th November, she went to see deceased as usual and expected to see 

her in bed. Witness found her in the kitchen apparently dead, sitting in and leaning on the left arm of the 

chair by the fireplace. No fire was lighted. Witness did not notice any wounds on the Deceased’s head. She 

sent for the doctor, Mrs. HODGE was in her nightdress, wearing a dressing gown, and her stockings were 

partly on 

 Miss Elizabeth Mary SAUNDERS widow, of No 10 Salters Road, next door, said about 8 o’clock on 

Tuesday, the last witness called her in. Witness saw deceased sitting in the arm chair as described and her 

right hand was hanging limply and her face was resting on her left hand. Witness saw a cut on her right 

temple, and there was blood in her hair. She had evidently rubbed the wound and there was a mark on the 

sleeve of the dressing gown, indicating this. Later they found a mark on the floor near where her feet were. 

Deceased must have fallen or knocked herself either against the leg or the edge of the table. 

  Doctor Jeffery Allan Upcott GILL, of Ryde, stated he was called to the deceased on October 25th, 

for the first time, and diagnosed chronic gastris, giving treatment for the complaint. From that time, with the 

exception of one day, witness attended her and he was satisfied that she was well looked after and that she 

took the medicine prescribed. When he first saw her it was an acute attack, to which she was accustomed, 

and she was in considerable pain. During the week she relapsed once or twice in a minor way. He thought 

she was making recovery. When he saw her on Monday he had expectation that she would be out of bed on 

Wednesday, and she was then sufficiently well for witness not to visit her on Tuesday. She had to remain in 

bed till Wednesday. Witness thought had deceased stayed in bed nothing would have happened. Shortly 

after 8 p.m. on Tuesday, he was sent for, but he was not told she was dead. He immediately proceeded to the 

house and found that she had been dead for an hour and a half to two hours. There was an incised wound 

about one and half inches long above her right temple. It was more in the scalp, and this was sufficient to 

account for death and it was consistent with her falling against a sharp edge of the table. She had not lost 

much blood. He thought she had been down earlier in the morning. The door had been advertently locked so 

the mother let him in and she went back to bed. She thought when she wanted to come down in the evening, 



emboldened by being alright in the morning, she went to light the gas, and with her arms up she became 

giddy and fell, then she found sufficient consciousness to get into the chair. The shock would be 

considerable, and the cause of death would be syncope following shock. Her heart must have weakened. An 

inquest could have dispensed with except for the accident. 

 The Coroner recorded a verdict of death from natural causes, in accordance with medical evidence. 
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