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AIR RAID ON ISLAND TOWN 

 

 A number of people were killed and others injured when four bombs were dropped in a raid made by 

four German fighter-bombers on an Isle of Wight seaside town on Sunday afternoon.  The planes came in at 

roof-top height, dropped bombs, machine-gunned the streets, and flew out to sea again within two or three 

minutes. 

 Residents out walking saw the planes---Focke-Wulf 190 fighter-bombers swoop in from the sea, so 

low that their markings could easily be distinguished, and many had to dash for cover as the raiders opened 

up with their machine-guns.  Bombs were seen to leave the planes as they swooped over a residential area, 

and clouds of dust and debris filled the air following the explosions.  There were many narrow escapes from 

splinters and debris. 

 A church, at which the congregation consisted largely of children, received a direct hit, and the 

resident priest was pinned down by debris before the altar at which he was officiating.  He escaped with 

head injuries, while a boy server, named HEATH, received serious injuries.  Sister Claire, from a local 

convent, Mrs. FRASER, two elderly gentlemen, and a little girl were killed, and sister Veronica (organist) 

was among the injured.  A member of the church, who was not present at the service but gave assistance 

with the rescue work, told a reporter that there were only 26 in the congregation.  Another member of the 

church said that though some were buried beneath the wreckage, and were extricated only after prolonged 

operations by rescue party workers (one of them not till next morning), they escaped remarkably lightly.  

Under the circumstances it was miraculous that the entire congregation was not killed.  The bomb fell at the 

eastern end of the church, demolishing the greater part of the building, but leaving the tower standing.  Two 

statuesque figures were left standing, though the organ between them was smashed almost beyond 

recognition, and the stone altar suffered comparatively little damage. 

 At another church a short distance away the afternoon service was over and the congregation had left 

just before the attack was made, but a christening ceremony which was about to begin was hurriedly 

abandoned when the blast shattered all the windows on one side of the building, scattered tiles from the roof, 

and damaged the vestry and organ.  One of the church-wardens, who was in the vestry at the time, said that 

fortunately no one was injured but the damage done would probably render the church unusable for some 

time.  The adjoining church-hall was also considerably damaged. 

 Extensive damage and some loss of life occurred at garage premises, converted some time ago to 

other uses.  A woman and several men were among those who lost their lives as a result of a direct hit on 

this building.  One was Mr. Percy James SHEATH, aged 38, youngest son of Mr. C. J. SHEATH, of Messrs. 

Edwin WAY and Company, corn merchants, Newport, who before the War was grocer’s assistant at Messrs. 

WRAY and Sons’, Newport.  Three other men killed were firemen who had been transferred from London 

only two days previously.  They had come safely through the London blizes.  Work proceeded throughout 

the night and next morning in recovering bodies from the wreckage.  Another bomb fell in the garden of a 

hotel, wrecking a large surface shelter and demolishing nearby cottages.  The fourth bomb came down in 

gardens at the rear of a row of workmen’s cottages, which collapsed and buried several of the inmates, one 

of whom was extricated with a broken shoulder.  Here a mother and her little daughter were killed, whilst 

the father received minor injuries.  Business premises and private houses over a wide area suffered damage 

from blast, and roadways were littered with broken glass, slates, and other debris.  Machine-gun bullets also 

did some damage to property but caused no casualties.  People in the streets were wounded by flying glass 

from the shop windows.  All branches of the A.R.P. services responded admirably to every demand, and 

helpful co-operation was given by the police, the Home Guard, and the military, the last-named figuring 

prominently in the work of demolition and rescue.  The W.V.S. also did useful work in a variety of ways. 

 

 At Newport on Monday, when the Mayor and Corporation returned to the Guildhall after the Week 

of United Prayer service at the Parish Church, His Worship referred to the sad loss of gallant firemen, 

including a local man, and the company stood in silence as a tribute of respect and sympathy with the 

bereaved relatives of the victims of the raid. 

 

 The funeral of a number of the victims, including the firemen, took place yesterday (Friday) 

afternoon, the service being held in St. Paul’s Church.  Those present included Captain P. D. Macdonald, 



M.P., Lieut-Col. S. CHATFIELD-CLARKE, V.D., D.L. (representing Sir Godfrey BARING, Bt., chairman 

of the County Emergency Committee), the Mayors of Newport and Ryde, and Capt. A. M. DICK, M.C. 

(deputy county A.R.P. controller, representing the County Controller, Mr. P. E. WHITE). 
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