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 MARION BLOCK 

 

 DEFICIENT LIGHTING AT THE MORTUARY. – The lighting facilities at the 

mortuary were severly criticised by Dr. PRIDMORE when giving evidence at an inquest held 

at the Primitive Methodist Chapel on Wednesday. The inquiry was conducted by F. A. 

JOYCE, Esq. (deputy coroner), and related to the death of Marion BLOCK, 47, wife of 

George William BLOCK, confectioner and tobacconist, of 163 High-street, who died 

suddenly on the previous evening.  

 The husband stated that his wife had enjoyed good health recently, and had not been 

medically attended for several years. When they were retiring to bed on Monday she was 

unable to go upstairs without assistance. On Tuesday she remained in bed all day, having 

very little to eat or drink. She complained of nothing, and in the evening deceased asked him 

to get her a bottle of beer, which he did. His wife drank one glass of it at about 8.30, after 

which she turned over on her side as if going to sleep. He became suspicious and sent for the 

doctor, and when Dr. PRIDMORE arrived about 10 minutes later he pronounced life extinct. 

Deceased was terribly stout. He had been married about three years. Dr. PRIDMORE said he 

found deceased lying on her side on the bed dead. Being unable to form an opinion as to the 

cause of death he conducted a post mortem examination. He did so under the greatest 

difficulty on account of the light in the mortuary. “There is only a single gas jet,” he 

remarked, “which is of a very defective character, and I had to have candles bicycle lamps 

and lanterns. There should be a central light and one which could be raised or lowered as 

desired. 

 The Coroner: I don’t think any actual complaint has been made on the subject.  

 Dr. PRIDMORE: I believe there was some years ago by another doctor.  

 The Coroner remarked that it was a matter which should be attended to because post 

mortems could not always be conducted in the day time. It would not be a very great expense 

and he thought the local authorities would do it.  

 Continuing, Dr. PRIDMORE said deceased’s liver was very enlarged and fatty. 

Deceased had suffered from over development of the body. The heart was very large and the 

valves diseased and incompetent. The walls of the heart were very thin for its size. Death was 

due to heart failure caused by fatty and valvular disease.  

 The Coroner returned a verdict accordingly. 
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