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MRS. MABEL ETHEL CLEMENTS 

RYDE WOMAN TOOK HER OWN LIFE 

______________ 

 

INQUEST AT RYDE 
 

 A verdict that she killed herself while the balance of her mind was disturbed was 

recorded by Dr. F. R. B. H. KENNEDY, M.B.E., K.St.J., J.P. (deputy coroner), at the inquest 

at Ryde on Thursday on Mrs. Mabel Ethel CLEMENTS, of 57 West Street, Ryde.  

 P.C. M. J. POINTING said that at 1.30a.m. on Monday, July 11th, he received a call to 

visit Alverstone Mill to search for Mrs. CLEMENTS. At 1.50 a.m. he saw a body in the weir, 

floating face downwards, At 3 a.m. he was able to remove the body, assisted by two other 

police officers. 

 Dr. P. SWINSTEAD (pathologist) stated that death was due to drowning. 

 Sydney SAWYER, of 57 West Street, Ryde, said his mother-in-law had lived at his 

house for two years. Her health was always poor and she suffered from periods of nervous 

depression. He returned home at midday on Monday and Mrs. CLEMENTS was not in. 

When she did not return at 11.30 p.m. he telephoned her sister to find out if she was there. He 

then found some letters written by his mother-in-law. 

 June TAYLOR, taxi driver, of Wickham Corbett Road, Ryde said she had frequently 

called at 57 West Street to take Mrs. CLEMENTS to her sister’s house. She had such a call 

on Friday week but upon arriving at the house Mrs. CLEMENTS asked to be driven to 

Alverstone and dropped off near the river. When she got out at Alverstone Mrs. CLEMENTS 

had said “I do not know whether to stay or not.” A car arrived and Mrs. CLEMENTS got 

back into the taxi and said “I shall not stay if there are people about.” On Sunday witness 

received a call to take Mrs. CLEMENTS to St. James’s Church. When she arrived at the 

house Mrs. CLEMENTS said “It is a lovely morning. I have time to go to Alverstone.” At 

Alverstone she asked if there was a telephone nearby and said she would call later to be 

picked up. That was the last the witness saw of her.  

  The coroner said that the letters found by Mr. Sawyer implied Mrs. 

CLEMENTS intended to take her own life and she was obviously in a disturbed frame of 

mind. 
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