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 An inquest was held on Saturday last, at the Wellington tavern, Pier-street, before F. 

BLAKE, esq., coroner, on the body of William Webber SMITH, aged 31 years, the 

particulars of whose death may be gleaned from perusal of the following evidence: 

 Henry BELL, a native of Dartmouth, said the deceased was his brother-in-law.  His 

sister had received a letter stating her husband was drowned.  He was a sailor on board the 

Lord Clyde, and was also a Dartmouth man. 

 Edward PHILIPS, mariner, of West Cowes, stated that the day (Saturday) about half-

past 12, he was in a boat, about 300 yards east of the pier, when a man in a wherry called out 

that a body was floating.  He pulled toward it, and picked it up.  He was dressed as a man-of-

war's man, and must have been in the water some days.  It was the same which the jury had 

seen. 

 Dr. BEATON, M.R.C.S., had examined the body, which was in a state of 

decomposition. There were no marks of violence whatever. 

 This being all the evidence attainable up to this time as to the cause of the man being 

drowned, the jury adjourned till Tuesday morning, when they re-assembled at the same place. 

 John JENKINS said he was a gunner's mate on board the Lord Clyde, 24 gun iron-

plated ship, belonging to the Royal Navy, now and for some time past lying at Spithead.  

Deceased was an able-seaman.  On Thursday, the 25th of July, witness was standing on the 

forecastle of a coal hulk - there being two of these hulks close to the ship. They were taking 

in coals, The deceased was going from one hulk to the other.  It was part of his duty to do so.  

While going from the outside to the inner hulk, witness saw the deceased slip between the 

two into the water.  There was not more than two or three feet space between the hulks.  He 

had no reason whatever to believe that he was otherwise than sober.  This occurred about 

half-past 1 in the day.  The rails upon which he stepped were quite dry, and witness did not 

consider it at all dangerous to stop there.  No one was near enough to push the deceased.  He 

saw him rise once, but the other hulk came so fast that he could not continue to hold without 

being crushed between the two. Deceased's hair was very short, or he may probably have held 

him longer.  A rope was thrown but he could not hold on; if he had, he must have been 

jammed, as there was a heavy sea rolling at the time.  Deceased never rose after he sunk the 

second time.  There was about nine fathoms of water where it occurred.  There was motion 

enough to cause any one to slip.  The deceased was 31 years of age and was well liked in the 

ship.   

 The jury, after a brief consultation, returned a verdict of "Accidental death." 
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