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RYDE NONAGENARIAN'S DEATH 

MR. H. T. ARNOLD, OF ELMFIELD 

 

 The death occurred at St. Mary's Hospital, Newport, on Friday week of Mr. Henry Tom 

ARNOLD, aged 96, of Elmfield, who, before his retirement, was proprietor of the Elmfield Dairy in 

Marlborough Road. Mr. ARNOLD was born at St. Helens, and at the age of nine worked as a 

shepherd boy. On one occasion he fell on Ashey Down and broke his leg. He was carried to Ryde 

on a hurdle and taken to the Royal I.W. County Hospital, which was at that time comprised two 

wards. He started his married life when employed as a coachman by the HARCOURT family at St. 

Clare and lived in the lodge. His wife looked after the gates, often opening them for royalty. Their 

joint wages were then 15s. a week. Several years later they moved to Elmfield village, and after 

careful saving, Mr. ARNOLD bought a cow, which he kept in his back garden. By hard work and 

the sale of produce particularly celery, Mr. ARNOLD eventually bought more cows and started a 

smallholding in more convenient premises. The house they occupied is now part of the Elmfield 

village post office and stores. After his wife's death he remarried, but his wife died not long 

afterwards, and upon his retirement he went to stay with her relatives in Plymouth. He lived there 

during the worst of the enemy blitzes in the second world war, and although bombed out on several 

occasions and once dug out of a cellar he escaped injury. 

    For the last 40 years of his life he was stone deaf but otherwise enjoyed good health. He was a 

great reader, but his chief pleasure lay in the countryside. Up to within three years of his death he 

regularly walked 10 or 12 miles a day to collect wild flowers for friends and neighbours. 

 By his first marriage he had three sons and two daughters. One son died in Australia and a 

daughter died in the Island. 

 The funeral took place at Ryde Cemetery on Wednesday, when the service was conducted 

by the Rev. E. E. M. GREEN (incumbent of St. James's Church). The family mourners were Mr. W. 

ARNOLD (son), Mrs. L. ROLF (daughter), Mrs. H. ARNOLD (daughter-in-law), also representing 

Mr. H. ARNOLD (son), Mr. and Mrs. C. ARNOLD, Miss A. ARNOLD, Mr. P. H. ROLF, Mr. C. 

ROLF, Mr. and Mrs. R. AUSTIN, Mr. and Mrs. P. YOUNG, and Mrs. A. COLE (grandchildren). 

 Messrs. H. V. TAYLOR and Son made the arrangements. 
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