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THE RYDE FLAT TRAGEDY. 

JURY RETURN SUICIDE VERDICT AT SECRET INQUIRY. 

 

 The first secret inquest to be held in the Isle of Wight was conducted by the Deputy Coroner 

(Francis A. JOYCE, Esq.) at Ryde on Monday afternoon. The deceased was Mrs. Elfrieda JENKINS, 

aged 23, the young German wife of Mr. Basil JENKINS, B.SC., Agricultural Education Officer to the 

County Council, whose severely injured body was found in the grounds of their flat at The Grove, East 

Hill-road, Ryde, in the early hours of Friday Sept. 18th. Mrs. JENKINS passed away within a few 

hours of being removed to the County Hospital. 

 The subsequent engagement by the authorities of Sir Bernard SPILSBURY, the famous 

pathologist, to make a post mortem examination, and the announcement of the Coroner that he had 

decided to hold the inquest proceedings in camera somewhat intensified the mystery surrounding the 

tragic happening and long before the resumed inquiry was due to commence numbers of the general 

public gathered outside the High-street Methodist School, where the proceedings were to take place. 

Police officers kept guard over the entrance gate in Well-street, and the jury were directed down the 

steps to the small classroom and the witnesses to the adjoining and larger school-room. When the 

Coroner arrived with the Supt. A. MORRISON, D.C.C., he was met by a number of London Pressmen, 

one of whom handed him a letter asking that his summing up of the case might be made in public, or 

alternatively that a precis of the evidence of Sir Bernard SPILSBURY should be made known. Mr. 

JOYCE read the request in the school-room and sent a message in reply sating that he had read the 

petition with interest, but he felt that he must adhere to his decision. 

 Shortly afterwards members of the jury, of whom Mr. H. G. JOLLIFFE was the foreman, and 

the witnesses began to arrive. Sir Bernard SPILSBURY came with Dr. Phoebe NAPIER-HARVEY 

(house surgeon of the County Hospital) and Inspector H. ROGERS, who has had charge of the 

investigations throughout. Among the other witnesses were Dr. J. FAIRLEY, County Medical Officer 

of Health, who resides close to the JENKINS's home and was present shortly after the sad occurrence; 

the Misses CARTER, MOORE, and TYLER, who occupy the adjoining flat; Mrs. RAYMOND, wife 

of Dr. George RAYMOND, with whom Mrs. JENKINS had formerly lived as a guest before her 

marriage; Dr. T. SIM; P.S. TURNBULL, who conveyed deceased to hospital in the ambulance; and 

Mr. Richard WALLIS, a clerk in the employ of Messrs. PICKFORD, who took instructions from Mrs. 

JENKINS regarding her luggage. Mr. H. R. PALMER, solicitor acting for the husband, covered his 

face with a raincoat when Press photographers raised their cameras, and Mr. JENKINS arrived in a car 

driven by another solicitor, Mr. W. D. Way BUCKELL, of Newport. 

 The proceedings lasted nearly three hours, although it is understood that all the witnesses in 

attendance were not called upon to give evidence. At about 5.15.p.m. a police officer, acting on the 

instructions of the Coroner, admitted nearly 20 representatives of the Press, the new influx completely 

filling the small room in which at that time neither Mr. JENKINS nor any of the witnesses were 

present. 

 For the benefit of the Press, the Coroner put the formal question: Gentlemen of the jury, are 

you all agreed upon your verdict? - The foreman: We are. - The Coroner: Then will you please read it 

out.- The foreman read the following: That the deceased died from injuries sustained by falling from a 

flat on the 18th of September, and that we are of opinion that she committed suicide, being in an 

abnormal condition of mind at the time. 

 It was subsequently stated that the foreman, on behalf of the jury, expressed their concurrence 

with the Coroner's decision to hold the inquiry in camera, and that Mr. JENKINS thanked the Coroner 

and the police for the courtesy and consideration with which they had made their investigations.  

 We have authority for stating that Sir Bernard SPILSBURY was called in by Police Inspector 

ROGERS on the instructions of the Coroner, with the concurrence of the county authorities. The cost 

will be met from county funds. 

 The jury handed their fees to the Ryde branch of the British Legion. 



 On Tuesday some of the morning and evening papers published sensational details of Mr. 

JENKINS's married life and of intimately private incidents which preceded the tragedy. It was alleged 

that this information was given by Mr. JENKINS or his solicitor. We refrain from giving further 

publicity to these matters, as they were, doubtless, all fully considered by the Coroner and jury. 

 

THE PRESS ON THE DEPUTY-CORONER'S DECISION. 

 

 The Morning Post, writing as to the decision of the Deputy-Coroner (F. A. JOYCE, Esq.) to 

hold the inquest in camera, describes it as unusual and bold, and one that challenged criticism. The 

writer says: "Far from exciting protest, the line taken by the Deputy-Coroner deserves to be heartily 

commended, however disappointing it may be to the vainly curious. That persons who have already 

had to face domestic tragedy should be subjected to the public exposure of their most intimate private 

affairs is repugnant to good feeling and good manners. The interests of justice are sufficiently 

safeguarded by the presence of the jury and by its verdict. To pander to morbid appetites was never the 

function of that venerable institution, the Coroner's Quest.... The Deputy-Coroner for the Isle of Wight 

has set an example which deserves, for such cases, not only approval, but imitation."  
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