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 THE SAD CASE OF DROWNING.---A great deal of interest has been excited in the town by the 

some-what mysterious death of a young girl, Ada Louise MILLSON, and although the Coroner and the 

jury have chosen to consider it a case of ~”Suicide whilst of unsound mind,” we must say there seemed little 

direct evidence to show that it was a case of suicide at all.  With all due deference to the able Coroner and 

jury, we think the proper verdict would have been “Found drowned.”  We need not recapitulate the facts of 

the case, which are fully stated elsewhere, but one feels reluctant to believe that a mere child, thirteen years 

of age, feeling as it were, “the life in every limb,” would deliberately arise on a bleak November morning to 

seek repose beneath the cold waters of the Solent.  The facts of the case disclose the great danger there is in 

allowing children at that critical period when they have reach adolescence, to witness too much of the sad 

side of life, as exemplified in some cases of illness.  The deceased girl had, through circumstances beyond 

the control of any one, to witness all the stages of the sad and painful illness and death of her father.  The 

poor child’s nervous system, under such a strain, had doubtless become unhinged, and it is by no means 

impossible that, instead of sleeping at night, she had been wandering about in a sort of somnambulistic state.  

The fact that the aunt had previously heard strange noises proceeding from the girl’s room seems to lend 

some little point to this hypothesis.  Why, therefore, should the jury stamp the poor girl with the stigma of 

suicide, when it was not shown (indeed the question was not asked) that there had been a quarrel between 

her and her aunt, or any special circumstances of domestic aggravation or annoyance, to lead to a sudden 

and passionate determination to put an end to the whole thing.  Then again the conduct of those who found 

the body was rather open to comment.  Tom HOOD was rather alive to the eccentricities of coroner’s 

witnesses.  “Did you attempt to resusitate him?”  “Yes, sir, we sarched his pockets.”  In like manner, when 

the Coroner asked one witness whether he attempted to rescue the body, he replied “Yes, we went for Mr 

WEST.”  This little journey occupied, according to one witness, a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes.  It is 

a great pity the young men who first saw the body, literally on the beach, did not go near it, and ascertain 

whether it was actually dead and cold.  If, as the doctor asserted, the body had not been long in the water it is 

possible the poor girl might have been warmed back to life.  The most ordinary instinct of humanity one 

would have thought would have dictated such a course, more especially as the body was in no way 

repulsive.  When enclosed in her coffin the poor girl looked just as in a calm sleep, and the general lividity 

of death was absent. 
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