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 Hurdle Maker’s Death. – One of the small and swiftly declining band of Island 

hurdle and spar makers, Mr. Joseph Eli WELLS, of 17 St. John’s-road, formerly of 3 

Bettesworth-road, Swanmore, died on Saturday after three weeks’ illness, aged 69.  A native 

of Ryde he spent over 45 years following his rural occupation and worked chiefly in St. 

Urian’s Copse, Bembridge.  He was apprenticed to his father, the late Mr. John WELLS, and 

in early days used to start from Ryde shortly after 4 a.m. and walk to Bembridge to 

commence work at daybreak.  They would remain busy in the woods until dusk, with 

Sundays as their only rest day.  It was only a few years since, that, owing to rheumatism, Mr. 

WELLS made the daily journey to Brading by train and then tramped across the marshes.  In 

winter he conscientiously remained in the copse engaged in his craft often not seeing another 

soul until he returned in the evening.  He was, however, known to many people in the district 

who in the spring and summer went to the woods to gather wild flowers.  He was more or less 

a self-educated man and a great reader.  Visitors were often surprised at meeting one who 

from outward appearance and dialect was a typical rustic, yet could converse convincingly on 

a wide variety of subjects, politics by no means the least; he was a convinced Liberal.  Mr. 

WELLS was keenly interested in football and his one annual outing was travelling to London 

to see the final of the English Cup.  Affectionately known as “Old Joe” he was a God-fearing 

man whose simplicity of life and contented disposition won him the greatest respect.  

 The funeral service was conducted in the Cemetery on Tuesday by the Rev. A.C. 

DURHAM, R.D.  The mourners were Mr. and Mrs. B. HOLBROOK.  On the coffin rested a 

cross of wild daffodils, the first to bloom this spring in his beloved St. Urian’s Copse.  

  Mrs. B. HOLBROOK expresses here sincere thanks to neighbours for their kindness 

and sympathy and for beautiful flowers.  Will they kindly accept this as the only 

acknowledgment. 
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