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Motor Fatality. 

 

SAD ACCIDENT AT BINSTEAD. 

 

 The Deputy Coroner (Mr. H. W. F. THIRKELL) held an inquest at the Primitive Methodist 

schoolroom, High Street, Ryde on Tuesday concerning the sad death of a little boy named George 

Henry ATKINS 4 years and 9 months, whose parents reside at Cornelia Cottage, Binstead, and 

who died at the hospital from the effects of being run over by a motor car in Binstead road on 

Saturday morning. 

 The father of the child who is a confectioner in the employ of Messrs HARVEY & Co, Pier 

Street, Ryde, identified the body and stated his son left home in company with his brother on 

Saturday morning, taking with them a hand-cart to collect manure on the road. The brother left 

deceased in Queen's road as the latter wished to return home in company with another little boy 

named DYER, aged 6. Witness was at work and did not see his son again until he saw him at the 

hospital where he died on Sunday morning. 

 Alan HAVELOCK, 9, Monkton Street, licensed motor driver in the employ of Mr. W. R. 

TAYLOR, said that at 11.45 on Saturday morning he was driving a car from Fishbourne to Ryde 

and when ascending the hill at Solaris met a heavy two-wheeled cart. Deceased must have ran out 

from behind the cart into the side of the car known as the wing right up against the mudguard which 

knocked him down. He did not see deceased before passing the cart and he had sounded his horn 

previously. Witness was travelling at the rate of about 8 miles an hour and had a gentleman 

passenger. He was taking him to the Pier but was in no hurry for boat or train. After the accident he 

stopped the car and picked up deceased who was unconscious and bleeding from the head, and not 

knowing who he was drove him straight to the hospital. He only went back the length of the car 

when he pulled up. Witness had had considerable experience in driving and was, formerly at 

NAPIERS Motor Works, London. He was generally on the look out for children coming behind 

carts. He did not see any other child with deceased. 

 Charles BUTCHER, Victoria cottage, Binstead, carter for Mr. Edwin JAMES, builder, said 

that on Saturday morning he was driving a heavy two-wheeled cart from Ryde to Binstead by way 

of Queens road where he saw three or more boys running behind the cart and climbing on it. He was 

riding on the horse all the time and warned them off. When he turned into Binstead road he saw no 

more of them. Deceased was one of the boys. As he was descending the hill towards Binstead near 

Solaris he met a motor car driven by the last witness and he knew nothing of the accident until Mr. 

ALLEN, who was on horseback behind witness's cart called his attention to a little boy lying in the 

road. He was not aware until then that he had been coming behind his cart. 

 Bertram Arthur ALLEN, 52 George Street, Ryde, coachman, who was riding near the scene 

of the accident, said he overtook the two-wheeled cart and saw two little boys hanging on behind. 

He heard the horn of a motor and pulled in to let the car pass and at that time the deceased suddenly 

released his hold of the cart and ran right into the wing of the motor car. He judged the pace of the 

latter at 8 or 9 miles an hour. Witness did not think the driver could by any means have avoided the 

accident. Both the driver and the passenger went to the lad's assistance. 

 Dr. A. B. WADE, house surgeon at the I.W. County Hospital, said the deceased was brought 

there unconscious about noon on Saturday and suffering from a lacerated wound in the left temple 

and abrasions on both knees. The lad remained unconscious until his death which occurred about 7 

o'clock on the following morning. The symptoms pointed to laceration of the brain and 

haemorrhage all sufficient to account for death. 

 At this point the father of the child asked that the witnesses might be recalled or the inquiry 

adjourned as a sergeant in the R.I.A. home on leave had told people in Binstead that the driver of 

the car did not pull up until he was 28 yards away from the spot where the accident occurred. He 

believed the boy could also have been seen if the driver had looked.  

 The Chief Constable (who was watching the inquiry) said that the officer in question had 

been seen by Sergt. ORCHARD but it appeared he was some distance away from where the 



accident occurred and in other respects his statement did not bear out what the father had just stated 

so they did not see the necessity of calling him. 

 The Deputy Coroner observed that it was third hand evidence. 

 Mr. ATKINS: I'm not blaming the driver but I think the witnesses should clear up that point 

between them. 

 The Deputy Coroner said there was a lady on the road at the time who might be able to 

throw light upon it. He called:- 

 Miss Sarah WHEELER, Argyll Street, Ryde, said she was walking to Binstead and met the 

motor driver beyond Solaris. The car was coming a few paces behind her; she was wheeling her 

mother in a bath chair and wished to cross the road by Mr. Capel MORRIS's; she saw the boy lying 

in the road and the car had stopped not very far off. It must have stopped at once and was only 

within some feet of the boy. The driver was going very slowly up the hill when he passed her.   

 At the request of Mr. ATKINS the other witnesses were recalled and their evidence read 

over. The car driver said he was unable to see anyone behind the two wheeled cart and BUTCHER, 

the driver of the latter, swore that the car was travelling slow. 

 The Deputy Coroner in summing up sympathised with the wishes of the father to have the 

matter thoroughly cleared up, and said that anything that would drive him from the office that he 

held, was these terrible accidents to children which upset him more than ordinary cases. He 

however, had not the slightest hesitation in saying that it would be quit  e unnecessary to adjourn the 

inquest for a jury would only find that the unfortunate child met its death accidentally. he did not 

think there was the slightest want of care or negligence on the part of the driver of the car and he 

accordingly returned a verdict that deceased's injuries were caused by accidentally colliding with 

the wing of the car. He expressed deepest sympathy with the parents.  
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