
 
 

ISLE OF WIGHT OBSERVER Saturday 9th March 1901 
 
Death Notice:- 
BARROW .. On March 7th, 1901, at St. John’s Lodge, Ryde, I.W., Benjamin BARROW, J.P., in 
the 87th year of his age. ---Service at Holy Trinity Church, Ryde, at 3.15 p.m., March 11th , ---No 
flowers, by request. ---Friends will kindly accept this intimation.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ISLE OF WIGHT OBSERVER Saturday 9th March 1901 
 

DEATH OF MR. B. BARROW, J.P. 
 

 We regret to record the death of Mr. B. BARROW, J.P., which occurred at his residence, St. 
John’s Lodge, St. John’s road, on Thursday afternoon. It will be remembered that the deceased 
gentleman met with an accident in London a few months ago, and either fell or was knocked down, 
with the result that he broke his arm, a serious matter for an octogenarian . On his return home his 
medical attendant, Mr. Ingleby MACKENZIE, found that the injured limb was in such a state that 
amputation was necessary, and this operation was performed by a well-known London specialist. At 
first Mr. BARROW rallied in a surprising manner. The wound healed rapidly, and it was first 
thought that he would soon be about again, but the rally was not for long. Time soon showed that 
perfect recovery was too much to expect at Mr. BARROW’s  great age. In spite of the care  of Dr. 
MACKENZIE (who could not have been more devoted to his patient had he stood in the 
relationship of a son to him).  Dr. BARROW became weaker and weaker, and he passed quietly and 
peacefully to his long rest at half past four on Thursday afternoon. 
 Such was the peaceful ending of a somewhat stormy career. It was not too much to say that 
no man has played such a prominent part in the  public affairs of Ryde, as Dr. BARROW has done. 
He was a born fighter, and when he took up any duty he carried it forward with astonishing vigour 
and perseverance.  
 Mr BARROW came to Ryde over fifty years ago. He had been an army surgeon, and during 
that experience had acquired as abrupt a manner as plain a method of speech as ever distinguished 
Abernethy. No one could ever accuse Mr. BARROW of failing to “call a spade a spade.” Behind his 
unfortunate manner, however, was a kind heart, and a sincere love for and desire to benefit the town 
in which he had come to reside. 
 When Dr. BARROW first came to Ryde the water supply was from surface wells, and as 
there was no proper system of drainage it may well be understood that typhoid fever was a frequent 
visitor. One of Dr. BARROW’s first public acts was to head a crusade against the system of 
drawing the water supply from surface wells, and to urge upon the inhabitants the necessity of 
going for a proper supply miles away from the town. It will hardly be understood in these more 
enlightened days, what an amount of prejudice and opposition had to be overcome before this 
improvement could be effected.  The inhabitants clung on to their polluted old wells with a tenacity 
worthy of a better cause, but after a fight, which has had no parallel during recent years, it was 
decided to go to Ashey for the supply. For commencing the work which has given the town its 
present magnificent waterworks we have therefore to thank Dr. BARROW. But he was not thanked 
then. It was not until comparatively recent times that his hard work and wonderful persistence in 
face of opposition received the credit they deserved. Another matter which did not contribute to Dr. 
BARROW’s popularity was his association with the late Mr. T. WEBSTER, Q.C., (father ****d 
ALVERSTONE) in his abortive attempt to make a railway pier, docks, &c.  
 Mr. BARROW was not one of the first members of the Corporation when Ryde was 
incorporated, but when Mr. KNIGHT’s agitation convulsed the town and a new Council replaced 
the original members, he warmly espoused the cause of the Corporation against the Ratepayers 
Association. A most determined battle was fought at the November elections in 1874, in which Mr. 
Henry KNIGHT and the Ratepayers Association were worsted, and Mr. BARROW was elected an 



Alderman and Mayor. It was not altogether an enviable position. The terrible scenes which then 
took place in the Council, and the disorganisation in business made it felt that an exceptionally 
strong man was required. The choice of the Council fell upon Mr. BARROW, and he amply 
justified it. His powerful personality and the hold he had on the Council were proved by the fact 
that he served the office of Mayor year after year from 1874 till 1878, and again in 1881-4-5-6- nine 
times altogether. During this period a great deal of most important work was accomplished -- 
improvements at the waterworks; the drainage of the town  and the marshes; and the construction of 
the Boating Lake and the Esplanade Gardens were some of these. To the settlement of every one of 
these questions Mr. BARROW brought an energy which was almost fierce, and the courage and 
determination which nothing could daunt. For years he bore an almost arbitrary sway in the Town 
Council, but as time settled disputed questions, members longed for rather more of the suaviter in 
modo, and less of the fortiter in re,  and in the end Mr. BARROW retired into private life. 
 There can be no question that Mr. BARROW taking the helm when he did was  excellent for 
the town, and he deserves lasting gratitude for all he has done for Ryde. But his unfortunate manner 
and want of tact militated against him when he had brought the ship into calmer waters. 
 We owe  Mr. BARROW a great deal  besides what he did in the Council. For many years he 
was the president of the School of Art , and assisted in the movement which established the pupils 
in the present convenient building in George Street. He also assisted in arranging a number of 
exhibitions of works of art in the Town Hall , which were very much appreciated at that time. 
 The younger generation have to thank Mr. BARROW for the Recreation Ground. In season 
and out of season Mr. BARROW urged upon his colleagues the necessity of obtaining such a place 
for the youngsters. He could not succeed in inducing them to take steps to obtain the ground, and 
eventually renting it himself, and threw it open for sport. Afterwards, seeing how much it was 
appreciated the Corporation took it off his hands, and eventually Miss BRIGSTOCKE purchased it 
and presented it as a free gift to the town. But it was Dr. BARROW who initiated the idea and made 
it possible. The same belief in the necessity of physical exercise made Mr. BARROW  erect, at 
great expense, a gymnasium for the use of the children at the various schools. We must not omit to 
add that amongst Dr. BARROW’s other services was his acceptance of the office of Borough 
Medical Officer, carrying on the duties of the same for several years without fee of reward. He took 
a leading part in establishing the County Hospital, and gave many years valuable service to it as 
Hon. Medical Officer. 
 Till the time of his unfortunate accident there seemed little diminution in Dr. BARROW’s 
energy. He was always doing something, in spite of his great age.  
 The funeral will take place at a quarter-past three o’clock on Monday next. 
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