
GEORGE PATRICK MAYO 
The HMS Good Hope was launched on the 21st February 1901 from the Fairfield 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Company, Govan.  She was a 14,100 ton Drake Class 
Cruiser and could reach a speed of 23 knots.   

She was armed with two 9 inch 
guns in single turrets.  Sixteen 6 
inch guns in casemates along hull, 
twelve 12 pounder guns, three 3 
pounder guns and two 18 inch 
submerged torpedo tubes. 
She went into the Reserve Fleet in 
1913 but just before the outbreak 
of the First World War she was re-
commissioned and sent to join the 
Sixth Cruiser Squadron at Scapa 
Flow. 
She left Portsmouth on 2nd August 
1914 under the command of 

Captain Philip Francklin.  Rear Admiral Craddock transferred his flag to her on her 
arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia because, although 90% of her crew were reservists who 
had been given little opportunity to train together in the ship, she was faster than his 
current flagship, HMS Suffolk. 
For the next few weeks she was employed protecting British merchant shipping as far 
south as Pernambuco and later the Falkland Islands.  She then embarked on the search 
for the German East Asiatic Squadron, leaving Port Stanley on 22nd October for the 
west coast of South America via Cape Horn. 
She was sunk along with HMS Monmouth by the German armoured cruisers 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau under Admiral Graf Maximilian von Spee with the loss of 
her entire complement of 900 hands in the Battle of Coronel off the Chilean coast. 
On the east kerb of the Mayo grave in Ryde Cemetery his date of death is given as the 
15th November 1914 but the HMS Good Hope was sunk with no survivors on the 1st 
November 1914.  Possibly the family were unaware of this fact and were notified of his 
death on the 15th November.   
 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Good_Hope_(1901) confirmed by consulting 
personal reference books. 
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