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THE LATE  MR. W.T. RICKARD, V.C. 
 
In recording last week the death, at Ryde, of Mr. W. T. RICKARD, 
V.C., K.L.H., we descriptively recalled the daring deed which won 
for him a place on the illustrious roll call of British heroes on 
whom the Victoria Cross has been bestowed.  The remains of the 
gallant deceased were interred at Ryde Cemetery on Saturday with 
honours becoming such a hero.  The body was conveyed in an 
open hearse, the Union Jack being used as a pall, to St. James’s 
Church.  The cortege was headed by the Volunteer band playing 
Chopin’s Marche Funebre, next came the hearse, with 
coastguardsmen bearers walking on each side.  Carriages 
containing the mourners followed, these latter being Mr. R. J. 
RICHARD (son), Mrs. A WHEELER (daughter), Mr. R. J. 
RICKARD, Plymouth (nephew), Mrs. R. J. RICKARD (daughter-
in-law), Mr. A. WHEELER (son-in-law), and Mr. B. HOLLAND 
of Portsmouth.  Several Crimean heroes, including Messrs. 
HAYLES, LEEK, MASON, BOYLE, WHITTINGHAM and 
MCCANN, their breasts hung with medals, succeeded the 
carriages.  In the church a body of 30 Bluejackets from the Naval 
barracks at Portsmouth had assembled under Mr. MULLINGAR 
(warrant officer), and the local coastguards, in charge of the chief 
officer (Mr. TREMLETT), which whom was Mr. G. WOODNUTT 
(warrant officer R.N.).  The sailors wore black bands round their 
arms, tied with bows, and straw hats.  Here also were present 
Messrs. P. T. OSBORNE (treasurer), H. J. OSBORNE, and Major 
SWEETMAN, representing the Ryde Rowing Club, of which the 
deceased was at one time the boatman.  Chief Constable 
GREENSTREET was also present.  The organist played Chopin’s 
march, as the body reached the church, where it was received by 
the Incumbent (the Rev. R. R. COUSENS), who officiated.  The 
hymns “Peace, perfect peace,” and “Hush! Blessed are the dead,” 
were sung.  The “Dead march” in Saul was solemnly played at the 
close of service. The procession was then reformed and joined by 



members of the Yeomanry and a number of Volunteers.   The route 
of the procession, announced by public notice by the Mayor, was 
via Lind street, High street, and Hill street to the Cemetery.  The 
streets were lined with people, and there was a large attendance at 
the Cemetery, where at the graveside the Rev. R. R. COUSENS 
gave a touching address, in the course of which he referred to the 
coveted honours which the deceased had gained by his heroic 
service and said he had now been called to higher honours in his 
home above.  “For ever with the Lord” was sung, led by the choir 
and accompanied by the band, and the “Last post” was sounded by 
the bluejacket buglers at the end of the impressive religious service 
at the grave.  On the breastplate of the coffin was the inscription:- 
 

WILLIAM THOMAS RICKARD 
Died February 21st, 1905, 

Aged 77 years 
 
 

Insert photo 
 

From a photograph (taken by command of H.H. Queen Victoria)  
by Messrs. Hughes and Mullen of Ryde 

 
Among those sending beautiful floral tributes were the widow and 
family of the deceased, Mrs. E. RICKARD and nieces, of 
Plymouth, Messrs. HAYLES, brother veterans, and the members 
of the Ryde Rowing Club, the last named being in the form of an 
anchor.  Mr. PERKIS was the undertaker.  After the funeral tea 
was provided at the Town hall for the Naval party and the 
Volunteer Band by members of the congregation of St. James’s.  
The tables were presided over by Miss COUSENS, Mrs. Alfred 
DASHWOOD, Mrs. WATSON, and Miss PHILLIMORE, and 
nearly 90 sat down.  Mr. James MULLINGAR, warrant officer in 
charge of the detachment from Portsmouth, expressed thanks to the 
ladies who had provided the tea, and Rev. R. R. COUSENS then 



gave a short address, in which he referred to his own services in 
the Navy and his sympathy with those in the services, and spoke 
most feelingly of him whose funeral they had that day attended.  – 
Sunday morning’s service at St. James’s Church was of a funereal 
character, suitable hymns being sung and the “Dead march” played 
on the organ by Mr. W. SIVELL.  The Rev. R. R. COUSENS 
impressively officiated, founding his sermon, which included a 
feeling reference to the deceased hero, on the text “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints” – Psalm cxvi. 15. – A 
letter was received by Mrs. RICKARD from the Secretary of the 
Admiralty expressing the sympathy of the Lords of the Admiralty 
with her and her family in their loss of an heroic husband and 
father.  – Mrs. RICKARD and family desire to return their heartfelt 
thanks for the many kind expressions of sympathy with them in 
their bereavement. 
 


