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 At the meeting of the Education Committee, on Tuesday, the Chairman (Ald. G. E. 

MEARS, J.P.) made feeling reference to the death of Mr. GRANT. He said he was sure he 

was voicing the opinion of all present when he said that Mr. GRANT was a man whom they 

all most highly esteemed. He was an ideal man, and as a teacher they highly honoured for his 

work. He was most zealous, painstaking, and thorough in everything he did in connection 

with the work of education in the town, and his loss would be felt most keenly. His 

gentlemanly demeanour and courtesy of manner were everything one could desire, and he 

was one of the best head-teachers it had been the privilege of the Education Committee to 

have ever had. Personally, he very much deplored the sad loss they had sustained by the death 

of Mr. GRANT. The influence he had exerted had always been uplifting in character, and he 

felt certain that many of the boys and girls trained under him had had their character moulded 

by that influence. No one could estimate the value of the very thorough and careful work Mr. 

Grant had rendered in the cause of education, and it was with the deepest and sincerest regret 

that he moved a vote of condolence with Mrs. GRANT and her family in their very sad 

bereavement.- The Vice-Chairman (Mr. A. ANDREWS, J.P., C.C.), in seconding, associated 

himself absolutely with what had been said with reference to their friend who had gone. As 

one who had watched Mr. GRANT’s career for many years, he was always struck with the 

fact that he was not only highly qualified and possessed of organising power, but that he was 

a man who exercised exceptional influence over all these who were brought into connection 

with him. As an Education Committee they had lost one whose influence had been of a most 

marked character on those who had been under his charge. For nearly 20 years he had been 

headmaster, and he was sure when the old boys and girls read of his death they would be 

touched, and there would be awakened in them not only a sense of deep sympathy with those 

he had left behind, but deep appreciation of what they themselves owed to him in influencing 

their character by his example as well as by the teaching they received. He was sure they all 

deeply sympathised with his wife and family. Mr. GRANT was not only an ideal teacher, but 

in his own household he was an ideal father and husband. As an educational authority they 

were profoundly thankful to know that they had for so long had his services in connection 

with the great and noble work of training the young generation upon sound religious 

principles. He was sure that all appreciated the work he had accomplished and were thankful 

for the influence he had left behind. Mr. DE LAUNAY said ever since Mr. GRANT had been 

in Ryde he had been personally associated with him, and he thoroughly endorsed the 

eulogistic remarks so deservedly made by the proposer and seconder. The town would mourn 

his loss as a public servant; the influence which he had exercised among the boys and girls 

with whom he had been brought into contact could not but be for the good, and would always 

remain with them. It was with very deep sorrow that he associated himself with the 

resolution.- Miss WATSON, speaking of Mr. GRANT as a colleague for some years, said he 

was one of nature’s gentlemen, and was always ready to give advice and help to every 

teacher in the town.-Ald. THIRKELL bore testimony to Mr. GRANT as a true lover of sport, 

remarking that a man who was a good sportsman was usually a good man. As an educational 

authority they would feel his loss for many years to come.- Mr. TAYLOR, J.P., as an old 

member of the Ryde School Board, said that his knowledge of Mr. GRANT was from an 

early period, and he associated himself with the remarks that had been made. One could 

always say nice things concerning men who had passed away, but there was not always the 

ring of sincerity which there was on this occasion. He had met Mr. GRANT on many 

occasions, both in and out of school, and he should like to bear testimony to his extreme 

urbanity of character, which as a school-master must have a visible impression on the young 

people about him. One had recollections of a good many school-masters all undoubtedly 



good men, but some of them lacked that control over themselves which was essential in 

controlling others, but Mr. GRANT always appeared to be the same kindly natured Christian 

gentlemen, always endeavouring to bring the best out of those under his charge. They had 

lost a good and excellent teacher, and the boys and girls had lost a true friend, whom they 

would look back to as one they loved and endeavoured, he believed, to live up to those high 

ideals which he had set.- The resolution was carried in silence, all members standing. 
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