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DEATH OF MR. W. E. GRANT, of RYDE 

 

 We have to record with deep regret the death of Mr. W. E. GRANT, the respected and highly 

esteemed headmaster of the Ryde Upper School, which took place at his residence, Claverton, The Strand, 

on Sunday morning.  He had been in failing health for some three years, but with indomitable energy and 

perseverance he continued to exercise whenever possible the educational pursuits for which he was so 

admirably endowed without regard to the physical and mental strain which they imposed upon an 

unfortunately far from robust constitution.  Even in his last illness the strong ties which his successful 

scholastic duties had upon him made it a matter of unfailing regret that if spared, his work as an 

educationalist could no longer be carried on in the same public groove as in the past.  By his death at a 

comparatively early age the teaching profession of the borough has been deprived of one of its foremost 

leaders, and in many other ways his genial, urbane, and gentlemanly personality leaves a void that will not 

be easily filled.   

 It was in 1899 that the late Mr. GRANT took over the head-mastership of the Upper School, in 

succession to Mr. C. D. CRISP, having previously held for 11 years a similar position at St. Jude’s School, 

Southsea.  When he assumed control of the school it was a boys’ department only, but subsequently it 

became a mixed school, and under his able supervision its high standard as the leading elementary school of 

the town was well maintained.  His enthusiastic interest in manly sports was brought to bear with excellent 

results on those who came under his educational care, and past scholars, in particular, can testify to what 

they owe to “Skipper” GRANT (as he was affectionately known) in the healthy pursuits of swimming, 

football, cricket, and other athletic exercises.   

 Mr. GRANT for a time acted as Diocesan inspector of Sunday-schools.  He was formerly a member 

of the Parish-church choir.  For over 30 years Mr. GRANT identified with Portsmouth football, and the 

inception of the Portsmouth Football Association was entirely due to his initiative and power of 

organisation.  For 12 years he was hon. secretary to the local Association, relinquishing that position on his 

removal to Ryde.  He helped to form the Portsmouth Referees Association, and was a member of the Hants 

F.A. Local Referees Committee.  As president of the I.W. Football Association, his technical and practical 

knowledge were a great asset, and as a keen and ardent cricketer there was no better known or popular figure 

on the Partlands ground in pre-war days.  His services to the Ryde Cricket Club as captain and in other 

capacities were highly appreciated.  He leaves a widow and three children, for whom we are sure sincere 

sympathy will be felt in their heavy bereavement. 

 The funeral took place on Thursday afternoon, and was marked with many signs of esteem and 

respect for the memory of one who could claim the affectionate regard of a large portion of the community.  

The first part of the service was held at Holy Trinity Church, where a large congregation assembled, 

including scholars of the Upper Mixed School, their parents, old pupils, and others.  The Education 

Committee was represented by the Chairman (Ald. G. E. MEARS, J.P.), the Vice-Chairman, (Mr. A. 

ANDREWS, J.P., C.C.), Ald W. H. P. F. THIRKELL, Mr. W. R. TAYLOR, J.P., Miss WATSON, and Mrs. 

G. W. COLENUTT.  Among others present were Mr. S. FOWLER, J.P., Ald. F. W. RANDALL, J.P., 

Councillors E. J. WHEELER and W. DORE, Capt. STANNEY, and Messrs. C. TURNER, A. W. 

SPANNER (representing the Isle of Wight Football Association), A. PAGE, F. S. WATT, W. L. REED, H. 

D. WILLIAMS, G. A. MILLETT, G. JANAWAY, F. P. MELLISH, W. C. PEARCE, B. H. GULLIVER 

(representing the Ryde Cricket Club), J. W. LONG, and J. TRENT (who also represented Mr. W. H. 

DANN), &c. 

 The mourners were Mrs. GRANT (widow), the Misses Margaret and Madeline GRANT (daughters), 

Master Gilbert GRANT (son), Mrs. COATES (sister), Mr. E. DODD (London), and Messrs. H. 

BRENHAM, R. POOK (vice-president, Hants and Portsmouth F.A.), B. A. KENT (hon-secretary, 

Portsmouth F.A.), S. W. TODD, R.N. (Royal Navy F.A.), W. G. CARPENTER, C. D. TURNER, and A. 

PILCHER (Portsmouth Referees Committee). 

 The officiating clergy were the Vicar of Holy Trinity (the Rev. J. E. EDDIS, M.A., R.D.), and the 

Vicar of St. John’s (the Rev. Cyril L. BLAKE, M.A.), the last-named having been a life-long friend of the 

deceased. 

 The floral tributes numbered about 40, among them being those sent by the Mayor and Mayoress of 

Ryde, the Ryde Education Committee, the Hants and I.W. Football Associations, the Portsmouth Football 



Association, the Portmouth Referees Committee, the Directors and Chairman of the Ryde Building Society, 

the I.W. County Teachers Association, the Ryde school teachers, the staff and scholars of the Upper School, 

the old boys, the Seaview children, and the children at High Park. 

 The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs. WHEELER Bros. 
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