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 Mr. GEORGE ALEXANDER HILLIER, a gentleman eminent throughout Great 

Britain as an antiquary, has quietly departed from this world at the age of fifty, sincerely 

mourned by very many friends.  Mr. HILLIER was formally in business in Union-street, as a 

bookseller, printer, and stationer, having been started as such under the ??? of the late Lord 

and Lady VERNON, who felt great interest in his welfare.  To Mr. HILLIER the society of 

antiquaries are indebted for valuable information obtained by his unwearied researches, 

which however greatly affected his health and mind.  A better hearted man than George 

Alexander HILLIER never lived, and we feel assured that all who were acquainted with him 

will regret his early departure from a sense of usefulness in which he had but few equals. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

(The Newspaper is not known nor the date.) 

 

 HILLIER, GEORGE (1815-1866), antiquary, eldest son of William HILLIER, 

commander R.N., born at Kennington in 1815, was educated at Place Street House, near 

Ryde, Isle of Wight.  He was long engaged in the preparation of the ‘History and Antiquities 

of the Isle of Wight.  He projected it on a comprehensive plan, and collected materials for 

two volumes, but he received little support, and the parts appeared at long and uncertain 

intervals.  The plates he engraved with his own hand, and to diminish the cost he latterly 

undertook the printing at his own house.  Although incomplete, it is an admirable work.  He 

was also employed in illustrating C. WARNE’s ‘Dorsetshire,’ and travelled with the author 

throughout the county in order to prepare the map, which exhibits much artistic skill and is of 

great antiquarian value.  The discovery of the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Chessel Down in the 

Isle of Wight, and the excavation of the graves was one of HILLIER’s most valuable 

contributions to archaeology.  He died at Ryde on 1 April 1866, and was buried at Binstead. 

 His works are:  1. ‘The topography of the Isle of Wight.  To which is appended, a 

Voyage round the Island,’ Ryde, 1850, 12mo.  2. ‘A Narrative of the attempted Escapes of 

Charles the First from Carisbrook Castle, and of his detention in the Isle of Wight.  Including 

the letters of the King to Colonel TITUS, now first decyphered and printed from the 

originals,’ Lond. 1852, 8vo.  3. ‘The Sieges of Arundel Castle, by Sir Ralph HOPTON and 

Sir William WALLER,’ Lond. 1854, 8vo.  4. ‘A Memorial of the Castle of Carisbrook,’ 

Lond. 1855, 8vo.  5. ‘The Stranger’s Guide to the town of Reading, with a History of the 

Abbey,’ Reading, 1859, 12mo. 

 (Gent. Mag. 1866, pt. ii.262; ANDERSON’s Book of British Topography.)   T.C. 
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