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 INQUEST AND VERDICT 

 

 The sad circumstances relating to the death of Mrs Alice Mary LOWE were 

investigated by the Acting-Coroner for the Island (Mr F. A. JOYCE), sitting without a jury at 

the Institute on Saturday afternoon.  P.S. MORRISON represented the police. 

 Wallace Edgar LOWE, dairy farmer, 4 Kings Road, identified the body as that of his 

wife who was 48 last October.  He left for his work about 6.30 a.m. on the 12th, leaving his 

wife in bed apparently asleep.  She had appeared in her usual state of health the night before 

and was of a very happy disposition as a rule.  He returned at 9.45 and remained for half an 

hour whilst his wife and niece had their breakfast.  Deceased then went about her usual duties 

and took out her pattern books saying that as it was a wet morning she would cut out a skirt 

for her niece.  He went away and got back about his usual time, 11.15, his niece having left in 

the mean-time.  He found both front and back doors locked, which was very unusual so he 

got In by the kitchen window when he observed that the inner door was locked.  He did not 

find any key and burst it open when he discovered deceased hanging from the bannister by 

means of a cord to which was attached a strap, her feet a few inches from the place where she 

was suspended and a chair was removed and a small pair of steps was in its place.  He 

immediately cut her down. 

 The Coroner :  That was quite the right thing to do.  Sometimes in a panic people wait 

for the police to do so. 

 Mr LOWE said it was evident she was quite dead.  He telephoned for a doctor and Dr. 

PRIDMORE subsequently arrived.  He also communicated with the police.  Witness 

afterwards found the two notes produced which were pinned on the inner door and which he 

had not first noticed owing to the door being swung back, and being covered with a coat. 

 The Coroner read the notes the first addressed to the husband: 

 “You have both been good to me. What a coward I am.  I cannot live any longer.” 

 The other was addressed to Olive, the niece, and was to the following effect. 

 “Don’t open this door on any account until you have been for your uncle or someone.  

I have had a bad night and feel that I cannot endure another.” 

 Witness identified the handwriting as his wife’s and said she must have been very 

agitated at the time.  She had enjoyed good health except for a breakdown three years ago 

when she was attended by Dr TURNER, and another five years previous to that.  She was 

then unable to sleep. 

 The Coroner :  You had no reason to suppose she would attempt self destruction? – 

No. 

 And you can give us no further information? – Only that the last fortnight she has 

complained of not being able to sleep but I think she slept more than she thought she did.  

She had no trouble of any description and had not threatened her life in any way.  She had a 

comfortable home and I had no occasion to keep anyone else to look after her as her natural 

state gave me no cause for anxiety.  She was fond of music and generally went about the 

house humming and singing. 

 Olive KIDGER, single woman, said she had been residing for about ten years with her 

uncle and the deceased.  She was mostly at home except going occasionally with the milk.  

On the morning in question she went into deceased’s room at 7.45 and asked her how she had 

slept when she replied “pretty fair,” and that she would get up soon.  Witness went out for a 

little while and returned shortly after nine when they had breakfast together.  At 25 minutes 

to eleven she left the house to go to Ryde and her aunt was the only person then in the house.  

She returned at a quarter to 12 noon.  



 You cannot give us any information why she would have done this? – None at all. She 

was rather inclined to stay indoors.  Witness identified the notes produced as in her aunt’s 

hand-writing. 

 P.C. DOBSON, stationed at Binstead stated he received a telephone message about 

noon from Mr JOLLIFFE and proceeded to the house where he saw the body of deceased in 

the front room and was shown the rope and strap and the steps in the position described  

Witness had known deceased for the last three years and she always seemed a very cheerful 

woman. 

 Dr J. W. PRIDMORE deposed to being called to the house on the day in question and 

examining the body and finding life extinct.  She saw the cord referred to and found marks 

round the deceased’s neck.  He also saw the steps from which she had evi-jumped.  He 

attributed death to asphyxiation by hanging. 

 The Coroner said there was no doubt this poor woman died, from hanging and by her 

own act which was conclusively proved by the evidence of her husband, and the two 

communications she left behind, one being a very thoughtful one to her niece to save her 

from a shock in opening the door and that to Mr LOWE both indicating she meant to destroy 

herself.  The only point was the question of her state of mind, and having regard to the fact of 

her breakdown on two occasions some years ago when she was medically attended and which 

would sometimes recur, that being left in the house by impulse or some premeditation she 

decided to destroy herself.  He though there was sufficient evidence to return a verdict that 

deceased was temporarily of unsound mind and he returned a verdict accordingly. 
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