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DANGERS OF FAULTY GAS CONNECTIONS 

------ 

CORONER’S WARNING AT RYDE INQUEST 

 

 A warning of the dangers which exist when dealing with gas was given by the coroner (Mr. J. W. 

BULLIN) at an inquest at Ryde Town Hall on Tuesday.  He recorded a verdict of accidental death on a 61-

year-old Ryde carpenter, Frederick Ernest NORRIS, of 35 Surrey Street, who was found dead in the gas-

filled kitchen of his home on Saturday. 

 John Vernon Charles WARNE, of 7 Trafalgar Avenue, Worcester Park, Surrey, said his brother-in-

law had not been in good health, but when he saw him three weeks ago he was better and seemed more 

cheerful.  He suffered from giddy spells and had often complained of bad heads. 

 Ronald George SELF, of 34 Surrey Street, Ryde, said he had been Mr. NORRIS’s neighbour for 

nearly 30 years, and latterly his wife had made herself responsible for getting Mr. NORRIS’s meals and 

keeping his house clean.  He had often complained of giddiness, and on one occasion recently they had 

found him on his hands and knees unable to get up. 

 On Saturday afternoon, after his wife had said she had not seen Mr. NORRIS that day, he went to his 

house and saw him lying on the floor of his kitchen.  There was a strong smell of gas. In his hand was a 

length of gas rubber tubing. 

 P.C. K. E. TAYLOR said the dead man was holding the tubing in such a way to suggest that he had 

grabbed at it while falling and the pipe had become disconnected from a gas copper. 

 Frederick HICKSON, a Southern Gas Board installation inspector, said that pipe had been very badly 

fitted to the gas copper, being attached only by tape, rag and string. – In answer to the coroner, he said “It 

was extremely risky.” 

 Dr. F. R. B. H. KENNEDY, M.B.E., said there were abrasions on the body consistent with the man 

having fallen. 

 Dr. P. D. SWINSTEAD, pathologist, said a port-mortem examination did not reveal any illness 

which could cause a stroke or heart attack.  Death was due to carbon monoxide poisoning. 

 Recording his verdict, the coroner said he was satisfied that NORRIS did not intend taking his own 

life, and that the cause of death was an accident.  “We can never be too careful in dealing with a substance 

as dangerous as gas,” he said.  “This man took a very great risk with this faulty connection which brought 

about his death.” 
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 Funeral of Mr. F. E. NORRIS  -  The funeral service for Mr. Frederick Ernest NORRIS,  of 35 

Surrey Street, whose death was recorded last week, took place at the Methodist Church on Saturday.  The 

Rev. H. WRIGLEY officiated, and Mr. H. L. BRADING, J.P., was organist.  The hymns “The Lord’s my 

shepherd,” and “Jesu, lover of my soul” were sung.  The mourners were Mr. and Mrs. J.V.C. WARNE 

(brother-in-law and sister), Mr. D. WARNE, Mr. W. BAKER, Mr. R. BAKER and Mrs. B. SMITH 

(nephews and niece), Mr. H. NORRIS (cousin), Mr. and Mrs. T. THOMPSON, Mr. and Mrs. R. SELF, Mr. 

and Mrs. John ALLEN and Mr. J. DIMOND.  The interment was at Ryde cemetery and among the floral 

tributes were wreaths from neighbours of Surrey Street and workmates. 

 Messrs. H. V. TAYLOR and Son made the arrangements. 
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