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Former Pastor’s Death. 

 

 A large number of townspeople especially those of the Free Churches, heard with 

much regret of the death of the Rev. E. Bruce PEARSON, a former greatly respected Pastor 

of George street Baptist Church, a position he held for 19 years up to 1907.  The rev. 

gentleman who was 65 years of age passed away suddenly on Sunday afternoon at Grenfell, 

Pellhurst road, as the result of a stroke.  From Ryde Mr. Bruce PEARSON was transferred to 

Waterlooville where he remained until last year when he had a stroke which caused his 

retirement.  On Sunday he had another stroke in the morning which proved fatal and he 

passed away as stated at 5 p.m.  The deceased was well-known throughout the country and 

for many years was the energetic secretary of the Portsmouth and District Union of Baptist 

Churches.  During the war he overtaxed his strength as officiating minister to the troops at 

Cosham, and worked in various other capacities.  He leaves a widow and a married son and 

daughter. 

THE FUNERAL. 

 

Rev. Lister GAUNT’S Tribute 

 

 A funeral service which was largely attended, including ministers from the Mainland 

and various parts of the Island, was held at the George Street Baptist Church on Thursday at 

2.30p.m., prior to the interment at the Cemetery.  The coffin was met at the entrance to the 

church by the Rev. M. Lister GAUNT who led the procession to the rostrum reciting the first 

sentences of the Burial Service.  The hymn “Rock of Ages,” was sung and following the 

reading of Scripture by the Rev. E. T. MATEER, the rendering of “Captain and Saviour of 

the Host,” 

 The Rev. M. Lister GAUNT then gave an address, remarking that it was only fitting 

that the earthly tabernacle of their deceased brother should have been brought into the church 

where he spent the larger number of years of his ministry and where he was beloved by an 

exceeding great number.  They had met that afternoon to giye God thanks for one who was a 

good soldier of Jesus Christ.  Mr. Bruce PEARSON had been 36 years in the Baptist 

ministry, six at Hounslow, 19 years in Ryde, and another 11 years at Waterlooville, and in 

each of those places there were men and women who would rise up and call his name blessed 

and thank God that they had ever come in contact with their beloved brother.  They thought 

of him as being a minister of Jesus Christ who spoke unto them fearlessly and faithfully and 

truly the Word of God, and that afternoon they thought of him as being even more, a 

magnificent pastor, one who knew the hearts and homes of the people, who shared in their 

afflictions and who took their troubles as his own.  Speaking as one who had known him for 

the last 27 years and knowing something intimately of his home life, he might say that 

whenever there was sorrow in his church there was sorrow in his heart as well, and it was 

never too much for him to do anything for anyone who was in trouble.  There were many in 

those three places he had mentioned who would remember those occasions.  

 He was great a friend and had the genius of making friends and of keeping them.  He 

believed there were scores of Baptist ministers in all parts of the British Isles who owned 

their churches to Mr PEARSON, and if he could help a brother in the church he was simply 

delighted and his face shone.  Speaking personally, he would never have come to the Isle of 

Wight – at Sandown or Ryde – had it not been for the kindly offices of their brother 23 years 

ago.  After referring to the help Mrs PEARSON had given her husband in all good work and 

the splendid comradeship of her Christian life the speaker observed the Baptist Churches 



gave him every honour he could possess and it was possible to give.  He had been president 

of the Isle of Wight Baptist Union, the Sunday School Union and the Christian Endeavour 

Union and the Ryde and District Band of Hope Union, as well as Secretary of many societies, 

and there were those from Portsmouth that day who could tell them that he was for many 

years the able secretary of the Portsmouth and District Baptist Union and did a great work.  In 

1906 he was president of the Southern Association of Baptist Churches and they all 

remembered his address at Bournemouth on the distinctive principals of the organisation.  He 

loved his own home best but he loved the homes of his fellow Christians and none could call 

their brother narrow although his life was exceedingly deep.  He went in and out amongst the 

people without the slightest bit of jealousy or self-seeking in his composition, always 

delighted when others were prospering, “Only Good Night beloved, not Farewell.” 

 Prayer was offered by the Rev. S. Pearce CAREY, M.A., Niton, and the concluding 

hymn was “Peace, Perfect Peace” (a favourite of the deceased’s).  The benediction was 

pronounced by the Rev. G. C. RUBIE, Incumbent of St. James’s Church, Ryde. 

 The other ministers present were the Revs. Dr. J. C. JAMES, Southsea; Arthur 

TRIGGS, and J. ETCHELLS of the Wesleyan Church; W. T. ANDRESS, Cowes; Oliver 

AYRES, Newport; J. N. ROOTHAM, Ventnor; and E. R. PULLEN, Shirley, representing the 

Southern Baptist Association.  There were also present Mr. John PALMER, and ex-president 

of the S.B.A. and Mr. John BISHOP, ex-president of the Portsmouth and District Baptist 

Union; Messrs. PATTERSON, LUSCOMBE, KILL and LANCASTER, deacons of the 

church at Waterlooville, the deacons of the Ryde Church, Mr. W. R. TAYLOR, J.P. and 

many others. 

 The mourners comprised Mr. W. W. PEARSON (son) and Mrs. Waugh (daughter), 

Mr. W. W. CORPE (nephew), Reading; Mr. and Mrs. T. H. HALSTED; Mr. and Mrs. A. 

HOLMES; the Misses GILES; Mrs. LAYBORNE; Mr. W. G. DAISH, J.P.; Mr. and Mrs. 

LANCASTER (Waterlooville) and the Rev. M. LISTER and Mrs. GAUNT. 

 At the graveside around which a large and reverent crowd assembled the introductory 

sentences were given by the Rev. J. N. ROOTHAM and the committal portion of the service 

impressively conducted by the Rev. M. L. GAUNT.  Prayers were offered by the Rev. E. R. 

PULLEN, and the benediction by the Pastor. 

 Wreaths were sent by the following : Mrs. PEARSON (widow), Mrs. WAUGH 

(daughter) and Mr. W. W. PEARSON (son);Mrs. W. W. PEARSON and family (daughter-in-

law), Mr. A. C. WAUGH and family (son-in-law), Mr. and Mrs. T. H. HALSTED, Mr. and 

Mrs. A. HOLMES and family, Mrs. And the Misses GILES, Mrs. W. B. SAVAGE and 

family, Pastor, Officers and Members of the Baptist Church, Ryde, the Church and its 

Executive at Waterlooville, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. CLARK, Portsmouth, Dr. and Mrs. GRIFFIN, 

Ryde. 

 The funeral arrangements were entrusted to Messrs. HANSFORD, Cross St. 

 A Memorial Service will be held at the Baptist Church, on Sunday evening. 
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