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 DEATH OF MR. PEEL.  -  On Saturday last the remains of an old resident of Ryde 

were interred in the Cemetery.  We refer to Mr. PEEL, who died at his residence, Anglesea-

street, last week, at the age of 79.  Although Mr. PEEL had never taken part in public matters, 

his face was a familiar one to many persons in the town.  In early life he had been a 

wholesale silk and ribbon merchant carrying on business in Newgate-street, London.  In that 

position he had to travel a great deal abroad, more especially in France.  He acquired a 

considerable fortune, and when the silk trade fell off he sold his business and retired.  Then 

misfortune (we are informed) overtook him, and he lost the bulk of his money through the 

failure of a well-known Scotch bank, in which he was a shareholder.  After that event Mr. 

PEEL came and resided here in a quiet and retired fashion.  He went for a walk in the 

morning, returning at a fixed time to dinner.  After dinner he invariably visited the reading 

room at the Y.M.C.A., occupying one particular seat, always monopolising the Times (if he 

could get it), and arriving and departing at a particular time.  In the evening he visited the 

York Hotel, arriving at exactly the same time and retiring at a fixed hour, and never taking 

more than a certain amount of refreshment, in drinking which he timed himself to a minute, 

so that the waiter knew exactly when to replenish his glass.  So punctual was he that several 

dames in the street where he resided set their clocks by his movements.  If the clock said Mr. 

PEEL was late, the clock was considered at fault – not Mr. PEEL.  He was an intelligent man, 

had seen a great deal of life, and read the Times with great regularity, and he was quite an 

authority upon the events of the last 50 years.  We need hardly add that such a methodical 

person was a bachelor. 
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NB: We note the incorrect spelling of the surname in the article above, which should have 

bee PEIL. 
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