
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY PRESS Saturday 11th October 1924 

 

THE LATE ALD. H. H. POLLARD, J.P. 

SIMPLE FUNERAL AT RYDE. 

------ 

 With many tokens of the greatest respect from prominent personages in the Island, the earthly 

remains of the late Ald. Henry Hindes POLLARD, J.P., who died last week, were laid to rest in the Ryde 

Cemetery on Monday afternoon.  

 In accordance with the deceased gentleman’s wishes, the funeral service at the Garfield-road 

Wesleyan Methodist Church was of the simplest character.  There was no singing or music of any kind.  

Although the building was not filled at the unostentatious service, nevertheless the gathering served to mark 

the wide appreciation, both of the town and of the Island as a whole, of the devoted life of the deceased 

Alderman.  The Lord Lieutenant (Major-General the Rt. Hon. J. E. B. SEELY, ??? C.M.G., D.S.O., M.P.), 

Sir Edgar CHATFIELD-CLARKE, D.L., J.P., C.C. (vice-chairman of the County Council), the Ven. 

Archdeacon TUGWELL, and the Mayor of Ryde (Ald. A. ANDREWS, J.P., C.C.) were present in the 

church.  Among others present were Aldermen G. E. MEARS, J.P., W. H. THIRKELL, G. A. BLACKALL, 

J.P., and J. B. PURNELL (all of Ryde), County Aldermen G. FELLOWS, F. BAKER, E. JAMES, E. T. 

MINTER, J.P., and J. DORE.  County Councillors W. COULDREY, J.P., S. C. LALLOW, W. R. 

TAYLOR, J.P., E. HAYDEN, A. T. PACK, and Major A. DENNIS, Messrs. H. SWEETMAN, J.P., L. 

JORDAN, J.P., W. G. DAISH, J.P., A. HOLMES, J.P., and F. W. RANDALL, J.P., the Revs. G. PALMER 

LEWIS, D. OGDEN TAYLOR, J. KITCHELLS, and M. LISTER GAUNT, Messrs. W. H. DANN, B.A. 

(formerly chairman of the Ryde School Board), A. WRIGHT, W. HOPGOOD, R. H. COWLEY 

(Y.M.C.A.), John DUFTON (clerk to the County Council), T. J. FAWDRY (town clerk of Ryde), Mr. G. 

FARDELL (representing Mr. J. FARDELL and the War Pensions Sub-committee), T. COLLISTER, 

F.R.H.S., S. WARDER (Sandown), G. W. COLENUTT, F.G.S., T. H. HALSTED, O. BRADING, H. 

JERVIS, M.A. (county director of education), Dr. Firmin EDWARDS (Ryde), Major J. and Mrs. ELLERY, 

Inspector HAWKINS, Mr. H. E. WARDER, Mr. G. J. de LAUNAY, Mr. P.L. BLAKELY, Mrs. E. CROFT 

MURRAY, Mrs. WATSON, Mr. W. WELLS, Mr. BARFORD, and Mr.  J. L. MITCHELL.   

 The funeral service was read by the Rev. F. F. HAWKEY, after which an appreciative address was 

given by the Rev. Arthur TRIGGS (late superintendent minister).  After a tribute to the steadfastness of the 

deceased’s character, he said they mourned the loss of a great man, whose influence had been felt for good 

in that community for two generations.  He had made himself known, respected, and loved by many 

thousands of people.  He would be keenly missed in the Council-chamber; he would be missed by many of 

them there that day as a friend with whom they would have no further converse on earth.  Some would miss 

him most in the family.  They shared a common sorrow and a common joy.  Thanksgiving should be 

prominent in their feelings for a life not only long spared, which was nothing to be proud of, but a life full of 

service, rounded, and complete.  They could but rejoice over the life lived and the calm peaceful ending of 

that life which they believed marked the beginning of a new life in a higher sphere without the limitations of 

bodily existence, with ampler opportunities of serving God and his fellows.  Continuing, the Rev. A. 

TRIGGS said he need say very little as to Ald. POLLARD’s public services – they were so well known.  

They knew that he had always considered public interests before his own; he had always been willing to 

serve at any cost and inconvenience to himself.  He had been filled with a holy discontent with things as 

they were, and was always striving to make the world purer and brighter.  His deep interest in education, and 

latterly in the local branch of the League of Nations, was but another phase of this constant reaching out for 

something better.  The late Alderman had been honoured in his family and in his children.  As a Wesleyan 

minister’s son, he owed a great deal to the famous Kingswood-school, at which were laid the foundations of 

that wide, varied, and ever-increasing knowledge, which, with his fruitful experience of a long life, was 

always at the service of others.  He never lost his love for the classics and science, and flowers always had a 

great attraction for him.  There was scarcely any limit to the range of his sympathies and the outlook of his 

mind.  Speaking of the deceased’s connection with that church, the reverend gentleman said that, as a 

minster’s son, he had himself been a preacher for between 60 and 70 years, and was held in the highest 

respect by the fellow members of the congregation, who were always delighted to honour him.  While he 

had relinquished his offices of circuit steward and trustee in later life, he had never given up preaching.  One 

of the last engagements he had fulfilled prior to his illness in December had been at Seaview, whither he 

walked regularly every Sunday morning.  He prized the opportunity of leading in worship and preaching the 



Gospel.  There was something uncommon, in fact unique, in his presentation of the truth.  Many places 

could not hear him often enough.  He was a true Christian in thought and outlook.  He believed in God and 

in organised Christianity, and he did not suppose anyone was more regular in his attendance at the ordinary 

services.  Nothing kept him from the House of God if it was possible for him to be there.  A man of strong 

character and individuality, he did not take his creed or opinions ready made, but thought things out for 

himself.  He was often feared as a critic – at first – by young preachers, but fear was soon lost in honour, 

respect, and love.  To the end he kept throughout a long illness his wonderful patience and characteristic 

vein of humour.  He remained patient, bright, cheerful, and thoughtful for others to the last.  That 

thoughtfulness bound him to the hearts of many.  He had no fear of what was before him; he trusted to the 

end.  He felt it was enough that Christ knew all and he should be with Him.  His faith was simple and child-

like, but far from being childish.  They would do well to follow him as he followed Christ, serving their 

generation by the will of God, spending themselves for the benefit of others in every-way they could, for 

such were the salt of the earth. 

 Following this simple, yet impressive, service, the Rev. A. TRIGGS conducted that at the graveside.  

The committal was pronounced by the Rev. F. F. HAWKEY.  Through a drenching downpour of rain many 

people attended the interment, including Major-General SEELY and Sir Edgar CHATFIELD-CLARKE.  

The family mourners were Miss M. E. POLLARD (daughter), Mr. E. W. POLLARD, B.Sc. (son), and Mrs. 

E. W. POLLARD (accompanied by her father, Ald. G. A. BLACKALL, J.P.), and Miss G. M. POLLARD 

(grand-daughter).  Numerous wreaths – magnificent creations of the florist’s art, in white chrysanthemums, 

lilies, arum lilies, pink and red roses, etc. – spoke eloquently of the widespread affection and esteem with 

which the late Alderman was regarded by his many friends and colleagues.  Among the wreaths was one 

“With deepest sympathy, from Major-General the Rt. Hon. J. E. B. SEELY and Mrs. SEELY,” and another 

“From friends of the I.W. Pharmacists’ Association.” 

 The Rev. A. DEDAMESS, C.C., was unavoidably prevented from attending. 

 

RYDE MAGISTRATES’ APPRECIATION. 

 At the Ryde Police Court on Monday the Major (Ald. ANDREWS) spoke feelingly, on behalf of his 

colleagues on the Bench and of the town, of the qualities of the late Alderman.  The Mayor referred to Ald. 

POLLARD’s 30 years’ service as a Justice of the Peace and to his high regard for the duties entailed by that 

office.  He was a man of wide experience and culture, absolutely independent in thought and judgment and 

fearless in action.  He had served the town well, and would be greatly missed both from the town and from 

the Bench.  No one had done more than he to maintain the dignity of the Bench.  The magistrates had lost a 

good friend and the town a faithful servant.  That was the fifth death among the magistrates since he had 

been chairman.  His Worship expressed the deep sympathy of himself and colleagues with the relatives of 

the late Alderman.  The other magistrates present were H. SWEETMAN. A. HOLMES. E. T. MINTER, G. 

A. BLACKALL. W. G. DAISH. F. W. RANDALL. C. E. MEARS and W. R. TAYLOR, Esquires.  
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