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Death Notice: 

SMITH. – On March 6, at Cleveland, Great Preston Road, Ryde, Leonard SMITH, aged 72. 
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MR. L. SMITH 

 

 A former Chief Inspector of Customs and Excise, who was awarded the Imperial 

Service Order in 1940 by the late King, died at his home on Saturday after a short illness.  He 

was Mr. Leonard SMITH, of Cleveland, Great Preston Road, a resident of Ryde for the past 

six years. 

 Mr. SMITH, who was 72, moved to the Island with his family from Banstead, Surrey, 

upon his retirement.  He was born in London, but had travelled about the country extensively 

in connection with his work. 

 He was a member of the committee of St. John’s branch of the I.W. Conservative 

Association, and had recently been nominated as the next president, but declined the office, 

which he had not felt fit enough to accept.  He was also a member of St. John’s Church. 

 A great family man and home-lover, he had made many friends in the district since 

coming to the Island.  He is survived by a widow and two daughters, one of whom, Dr. 

Margaret PAYNE, flew over from her home at Geneva, Switzerland, a few days before he 

died. 

 The Vicar (the Rev. A.J. PEARMAN) officiated at the funeral service at St. John’s 

Church on Tuesday, followed by interment at Ryde Cemetery.  Mourners were Mrs. G. 

SMITH (widow), Miss J. SMITH and Dr. M. PAYNE (daughters), and Mr. G. SMITH 

(brother).  Several friends were also in the church. 
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