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Death Notice : 

TIMS.  -  On Jan. 30th, at the Royal I.W. County Hospital, Ryde, Arthur William TIMS, of 

George Street, Ryde, aged 69 
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 Death of Mr. A. W. TIMS.  Mr. Arthur William TIMS, aged 69, of Hanover 

Gardens, George Street, a retired businessman, died on Sunday at the Royal I.W. County 

Hospital.  Mr. TIMS was born at Croydon.  Both his grandfather and father were in the fish 

business at Billingsgate.  When he was still a child the family moved here and his father, the 

late Mr. A. F. TIMS, set up in business in premises on the Esplanade opposite the pier, 

trading under the name of HOOPERS, Fishmongers.  During the 1914-1918 war Mr. TIMS 

served with the Royal Horse Artillery in India, and on his return to this country helped in the 

family business.  In the early 1920s he founded the I.W. ICE COMPANY, operating from a 

store at the lower end of George Street.  In those days the ice was imported from the 

mainland and distributed throughout the Island in lorries.  In 1930 he was responsible for 

setting up the I.W. ICE and COLD STORAGE FACTORY at Coppins Bridge, Newport, the 

first on the Island to produce ice.  The business expanded, and he added a large public cold 

store to the premises.  Subsequently he began the production of ice cream at an extension to 

the same factory, and between 1935 and 1940 sold what were known as Isle of Wight ices, a 

quality product for which he won a diploma at the Ice Cream and Dairy Show at Olympia in 

1936-37.  At the outbreak of the last war the plant was taken over by the Ministry of Food, 

and Mr. TIMS was engaged in meat distribution for the Ministry.  His father died in 1940.  In 

1946 he opened a fishmonger’s and poulterer’s business in High Street, being succeeded 

upon his retirement six years ago by his only son, Mr. R. F. TIMS.  As a young man Mr. 

TIMS was a fine all-round athlete, excelling at swimming, in which he was a successful 

competitor in regattas around the coast.  He was also skilled in rowing, and his outstanding 

ability in roller skating led to him becoming an instructor in this sport at the rink at the end of 

the pier.  For about 30 years he was a member of the East Medina Lodge of Freemasons, and 

was a founder member of the Ryde and District Round Table.  Until his retirement he was a 

member of the National Federation of Fishmongers, and he took such a keen interest in the 

fishing industry that he had at one time or another visited practically every fishing port in 

Britain.  The Rev. J. R. SHAW (vicar) officiated at the funeral service at Holy Trinity Church 

on Wednesday.  The mourners were Mrs. TIMS (widow), Mr. R. F. TIMS (son), Mr. and 

Mrs. T. TIMS (brother and sister-in-law), Mr. and Mrs. J. R. GRACE (brother-in-law and 

sister), Miss V. TIMS, Mr. and Mrs. T. McGROTTY and Mrs. C. PEAKE (nephew and 

nieces), and Messrs. H. COOPER and G. SABAN (staff).  The East Medina Lodge of 

Freemasons and the Round Table were represented.  Cremation took place at Whippingham, 

and the ashes were interred in his father’s grave at Ryde Cemetery. 
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