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FATAL ACCIDENT. 

A LITTLE GIRL BURNT AT THE EAGLE HOTEL. 

 
 An inquest was held at the Eagle Hotel on Thursday morning, on the body of Elizabeth Helena TYRER, 

aged 4 years (daughter of William Walter Leversidge TYRER, the proprietor of the Eagle Hotel) who died from the 

effects of burning on Tuesday.  The jury (of whom Mr. SPANNER was foreman) having viewed the body the 

following evidence was taken. 

 Clara LEIGHTON deposed. – I am housemaid to Mr. TYRER, the landlord of this house.  The nurse had 

charge of the deceased child, but on Monday evening, about quarter to 7, I saw the children in the bedroom.  The 

deceased and her brother (aged 6) were there together, both in bed.  They were not asleep.  I went up to light the fire 

while they were in bed, and after I had done so they got out of bed and came to the fire.  They went back to their bed 

again, and I left them.  There were in bed when I went out of the room.  I put the guard in front of the fire when I left 

them at about 7 o’clock.  Had known both the children to play with fire.  Caught the deceased under the bed with a 

lighted match a little while ago.  She blew it out when she saw me.  About 8 o’clock the nurse went up to see to the 

fire, and she came back and said the fire was out.  I went up and lit it again.  The children were then out of bed 

running about the room.  I lit the fire and put the guard on, and saw that the children were in bed.  I came down stairs 

and had my supper, and went into the coffee room with the supper tray about a quarter to 9.  Hearing the children 

scream, I went partly up the stairs, but my master ran by me and went to the children’s room.  He called out, “Send for 

the doctor,” and I ran and told the boots, who went.  After about an hour had elapsed Dr. TURNER came.  I did not 

see the child till next day, when she died at about five minutes to 4.  There was nothing else burning in the room but 

the fire when I left it.  There were no matches about.  Deceased was out of the room the same night, and when I went 

up at 8 the guard which I left on the fire was under the table.  The night shirt of the little boy was also burnt, but not 

his person. 

 By the foreman. – After I lit the fire I put the matches in my pocket and brought them away.  I have seen the 

child playing with matches, but do not know where she got them from. 

 By the jury :  The guard was in the same state as it is now – broken.  The deceased has taken the guard off 

herself. 

 William Walter Loversidge TYRER deposed. – I am the father of the deceased child.  Two of the children 

were sleeping in our room on Monday evening.  About 9 o’clock I was in the smoking room when I heard screams 

from the room where the children were sleeping.  I ran upstairs and saw at the doorway a child (I could not tell then 

who it was) in a mass of flames.  I took the bed clothes and rolled her in them, and then saw it was my daughter.  I 

extinguished the flames.  The boy was then screaming on the landing, parts of his nightshirt being burnt.  The 

deceased’s nightshirt was almost entirely burnt.  I did not notice the fire guard, but ran at once for the doctor.  We sent 

out in all directions, and Dr. TURNER came and attended the child.  He is our doctor.  The boy told me he was in bed 

when it happened, and he did not see how it occurred.  He saw his sister in flames and tried to put them out with his 

stockings. 

 Dr. TURNER deposed – I was sent for on Monday evening, and came at once.  Found the child seriously 

burnt over the anterior surface of the body; in fact I considered her in a very dangerous state from the first time I saw 

her.  They were just such burns as would be likely to be caused by the nightdress becoming ignited.  I wrapped her up 

in lint and oil, and saw her the next morning, and again in the middle of the day.  The shock to the nervous system had 

evidently very much lowered her vitality.  I came again between three and four and while I was there she expired – the 

cause of death being cardiac embolism, not an unfrequent termination to extensive burns. 

 The Coroner briefly summed up the evidence, and said he could not see that anyone was to blame.  He said no 

doubt the child was like others, fond of playing with fire, and removed the fire guard.  It was satisfactory to know that 

every precaution was taken when the fire was lit, but there hardly seemed to him to be sufficient reason for lighting it.   

 Superintendent HINKS. – The walls of the room have recently been washed down and papared, and it was 

thought the room might possibly be damp. 

 Mr. SPANNER. – The room faces the sea and might have been cold. 

 The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 
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