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MISS MILDRED WILKINS 

Old Lady’s Accidental Death at Ryde. 

 

 Criticism of a dual-purpose gas tap was made by the Deputy-Corner (Francis A. 

JOYCE. Esq.) at an inquest at Ryde yesterday (Friday) on Miss Mildred WILKINS, aged 

about 80, of Laurel Cottage, West-street, Ryde. 

 Miss Mary Helen BAYLISS, of No. 1 Flat, St. Lukes’s Ashey-road, stated that for the 

last 10 days deceased had slept in her flat owing to her nervousness during air raids. They 

retired to their separate rooms at 9.45 p.m. on Monday. Deceased who was always very 

cheerful, used to light a gas fire to warm the room before getting into bed. At 7 a.m. on 

Tuesday witness took her a cup of tea, but failed to get any reply. 

 Douglas NEWMAN, a retired civil servant, of no. 3 Flat, gave evidence of finding 

deceased dead in bed and an overpowering smell of gas in the room. 

 Dr. T. SIM said that on arrival deceased had been dead about six hours, the cause 

being carbon monoxide poisoning. 

 P.C. MARINER produced the gas tap, the two taps of which were close to each other. 

He said deceased apparently turned one tap on in the belief that she had turned the other off. 

 In returning a verdict of “Accidental Death” the coroner said he thought the gas cock 

very dangerous and should not be issued to the public. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  
 
 
Researched & typed by 
Ann Barrett 
Tracy Welstead 


