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 FATAL ACCIDENT TO A TRADESMAN'S WIFE.- On Tuesday the acting 

Coroner (W. K. THIRKELL, Esq.) held an inquest at 16 Pier-street concerning the death of 

Charlotte WILLS, aged 78, wife of George WILLS, tobacconist.  

 Mr. WILLS stated that on Sunday, the 14th November, at 5 a.m., he awoke and found 

the deceased in bed, very cold and shivering. She said she must have caught a chill. Deceased 

had been out of bed, but did not complain of a fall. Witness, being very deaf, would not hear 

if she had fallen. She remained in her bed all that day, and on Monday he sent for a doctor. 

He wanted to call in Dr. DAVIES on Sunday, but deceased asked him not to. On the 17th 

inst. she was removed to the Rays Nursing Home.  

 Edith MC CLEANON, one of the principals at the Home, said that after admission it 

was found that deceased had a fractured thigh. She tried to ascertain from her how it 

happened, but she said she could not recollect. Deceased received every attention, but 

gradually got worse, and died on Saturday.  

 May JEFFERIES, domestic servant, said the deceased told her on the Sunday that she 

had caught a chill, but that she would be all right on the morrow. On Monday she was not so 

well, and she told witness that on the previous day she slipped from the bed. She kept calling 

Mr. WILLS, but could not make him hear, and she did not know how she got back.  

 Dr. J. D. DAVIES said when he saw the deceased on the 15th November she was 

suffering from shock. She said she did not know what was the matter with her, but she had 

lost the use of her right leg, and thought she must be paralysed. On the following day he 

advised her removal to the Nursing Home, it being evident that she was suffering from some 

severe injury, and she was taken there in an ambulance on Wednesday. An examination 

disclosed that the thigh bone was fractured. Deceased never recovered from the shock, and 

pneumonia set in some 48 hours before she died.  

 The Coroner returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence, and 

expressed sympathy with Mr. WILLS, whom, he remarked, that he had known for many 

years. 
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