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RETURN TO FIGHT FOR THE MOTHER COUNTRY
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COME TO CANADA - as early as 1900 the Isle of Wight Times was promoting emigration to Canada: During the past
few years there has been an increased movement of settlers from the United Kingdom, and from Europe, to Canada.
This is not to be wondered at when we think of the great advantages the country offers to new arrivals. Free grants of
land may be obtained in several of the provinces and Crown grants may be acquired on nominal terms, while in all
parts of the country improved farms can be purchased at reasonable prices. There are millions of acres of land still

waiting occupation and cultivation, destined to provide homes for a larger number of people in future.

After an emigration office was established in Trafalgar
House, London, in 1903 the number of Britons enticed to
emigrate to Canada increased dramatically, reaching its
peak in 1912 and 1913, before the First World War
brought a sudden end to the movement of people. Canada
welcomed about 400,000 a year just before the fighting
started and has never reached that level again. The
closing of the American frontier, expansion of Canadian
railways, new developments in dry land farming and the
Canadian government's policy promoting immigration were
all factors leading to an increase in emigration to Canada
at this time.
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@ Immigrant Arrivals in Canada: 1852-1960

Many sons of the Isle of Wight were in the process of making Canada their new

New names in
Canadian history.

Canadian Freemasons.

home when hostilities in Europe began. The Canadian government promoted
enlistment in the Canadian Infantry very quickly and formed new regiments including
"Princess Patricia's Own," with a set of colours worked by the Princess herself.

Within three weeks the Island papers were praising the assistance received from
Canada: Nowhere in the Empire is there more of a determination to see the Old
Country through, at all costs, than in the great Dominion on the other side of the
Atlantic. As soon as it became evident that war was inevitable offers of troops at
once began to pour in. So far 20,000 men have been accepted, and will sail for
Europe immediately. The Canadian government purchased two submarines and
.1 placed them at the disposal of the Admiralty, while the Canadian cruisers Nioba and

| More are coming - ! Rainbow were similarly placed for the protection of commerce. Then came Canada's
| Will you bethere§ magnificent offer of 1,000,000 bags of flour, as a gift. In addition to this, the
i Government of Alberta offered the Imperial Authorities half a million bushels of
Sl. Alberta oats for the use of His Majesty's forces. Not forgetting the men in service,

o the women of Canada organised a hospital ship for the British Navy. A Canadian

cn-~ Vvoluntary field hospital contingent was also organised; this represented the gift of

Sources: D Robertson www.britishimigrant in Montreal, Isle of Wight Times 22 November 1900 and 27 August 1914
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IMMIGRANT POPULATION

Ryde War Memorials - Town Hall, St John's Church, St Michael's Church, All Saints Church and Holy Trinity Church.

oLL OF HONOUR

The Ryde memorials list many names
belonging to the Canadian forces. The Isle of
Wight Memorials, Commonwealth War
Graves Commission and Ryde Social
Heritage Group websites record and link
detailed information on the war service and
Ryde family roots of these individuals.

FREDERICK JACKSON - 8th Battalion,
Canadian Infantry, was the son of Frederick
and Mary Jane Jackson of Warwick Street
and later Melville Street. He used to sing in
the Holy Trinity choir. He had emigrated to
Canada in 1909.

FREDERICK HILTON - Canadian Railway Troops, was the youngest son of John and Kate Hilton of 9 Surrey Street.
He had been in Canada a few years but returned to fight in 1915. His brother Walter also served with the Hampshire
Regiment.

WILLIAM FRANK COOK - 116th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, was the son of Henry and Emma Cook of 23 Preston
Place. He had emigrated to Canada five years previously. His wife Blanche (nee Dyer) remained in Canada with her
two sons.

OSWALD MAX FREDERICK BAKER - 46th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, was the son of George Frederick and Alice
Anne Baker of Kildare, 56 The Strand. His father worked for Chaplins, a removals and storage firm in Ryde.

ALFRED THOMAS STRICKLAND - 50th Battalion, Canadian Infantry was the son of the late Frank Strickland and
Mary Ellen of 41 St John's Road. The censuses of 1891 and of 1901 show the family at 15 St John's Road. Frank is a
Board Schools' caretaker. Alfred's brother Robert died young in 1912. Another brother Richard died whilst in naval
service in 1913.

FRANK GRAHAM SCARTH - 8th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, was the son of Thomas
and Alice Scarth of Collendean, Melville Street.

Follow these and other stories in our future magazines and exhibitions thrughu our je
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Australia's immigration population had also grown rapidly between
1905 and the outbreak of war in 1914. New settlers arrived, principally
Britons, and the population rose from 4 to almost 5 million. The
Australian government promoted advertising such as the example
seen here from the Isle of Wight Times in June 1912. By the autumn
of 1914 the government had changed its advertising dramatically with

enlistment posters.

Here are some examples of people who had emigrated to Australia
from Ryde and then returned to fight for the Mother Country.

JAMES NASH - trooper in the Australian Infantry Force, 4th Light
Horse Regiment, was the son of John and Elizabeth Nash of 4 High
Park Square, Oakfield. His brother Frank later had Nash's Fish and
Chip shop in the High Street. The 1911 census records that James is i ' .
a domestic gardener. He sailed to Melbourne in April 1913 and worked as a farm Iabourer (as suggested by the
Times advert), but answered the call to serve in 1915.
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THE ANZAC FORCES comprised of New Zealand as well as Australian
troops and WILLIS ROBERT STROUD, who served with the New Zealand
Rifles, was the son of Frederick Wiliam and Mary Jane Stroud of 15
Records show he was a window cleaner prior to the
war. On his death in 1917 his father is recorded as next of kin and at an

Victoria Crescent.

Auckland, New Zealand address.
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CHARLES THOMAS DAWSON - 28th Battalion, Australian
Infantry, is remembered on his father William Dawson's headstone
in Ryde Cemetery. Charles died at the Somme in July 1916 and
his father died five months later.

ALFRED STANLEY RAYNER - 18th Battalion, Australian Infantry,
was the son of Thomas and Eliza Rayner, Hughenden, 47 St
John's Road. The 1911 census records that his father Thomas is a
house painter and his brother Arthur Edward is a florist shop
assistant. Alfred is an errand-boy for a boot dealer. Alfred
emigrated to Australia with his sister Florence Ellen in 1912/13 but
returned to serve and was killed at Gallipoli in 1915. His father
Thomas died within a year and Arthur who was serving with the
Hampshire Regiment, Isle of Wight Rifles, was killed at Gaza in

AUSTRALIA

ALVESTON SAMUEL SEARLE -
emigrated to Australia and his
attestation papers record he was
the son of Sarah Searle of Ryde.
He enlisted for the Australian
Expeditionary Force just days
after the outbreak of war. He was
hospitalised a few times but
returned to Australia in 1920.

BY THE
ORIENT LINE

Under Contract to carry His Majesty's

Mails
to FREMANTLE, ADELAIDE,
MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, & BRISBANE,

1hrough tickets to NEW ZEALAND and

TASMANIA. from

Tons London

8.5.0ORSOVA (tw sc) 12036 Sep a5
5.5. ORONTES (twsc) go23 .... Oct g
8.8. OPHIR (tw sc) 6814 . Oct 23

Managers —F, GREEN & Co, and ANDERSOXM
ANDERSON, & Co. For Pansaga apply to the
latter frm- at s, Fenchurch Avenue, K.C., or to
Curtisas and Sons, Esplanede, Ryde

Advert from the Isle of Wight Times 24 September 1914
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SOUTH AFRICA

ABERDEEN LINE

to AUSTRALIA, via the Cape

First class fares from £45,
Third class from £18

Less mentioned is emigration to South Africa but the
County Press of December 1914 reports: Mr Bick, of
Kings Road, Binstead, has received a letter from his
eldest son Mr J Bick, stating that he has enlisted in the
Imperial Forces under the command of Gen. Botha,
and has been fighting in the north-west of the Union
and was quite well. Mr Bick went to South Africa some

12 years ago, where he holds a post in the South
African Railway.

. 3 ‘6
Marathon 8000...Sept 30 | Evripides 15000 ...Nov 3
Demosthenpes. . 11z50...Oct 24 | Miltiades &oo0 ..Dec 23

for saloon and third class

Superior zsccommuodation :
. Auantralian

}assragers at low rates to Bouth African,
and New Zealand poris.
Apply to Geo Trouesow and Co,, Ltd,, 7, Rilliter

Snunre E.C,, or to Local Agents

Advert from the Isle of Wight Times 24 September 1914

CEYLON

Another lesser known location for young men of Ryde to settle is Ceylon but RICHARD
C P DERRY, son of Richard C and Henrietta Derry of Eden Lodge, St John's Park,
joined the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps. This was a regiment which existed between
1900 and 1949. It was a volunteer regiment based in Kandy, made up of only
Europeans, who were tea and rubber planters of the hills of Ceylon. Throughout its
existence, the regiment deployed personnel to fight in the Second Boer War, and the
First and Second World Wars. (Cap badge of the Corps is shown left.)The County
Press in August 1915 reports:

THE ISLAND AND THE WAR
RYDE OFFICER KILLED
News has been received of the death of Lieut. Richard Derry, only son of Mr R Courtenay Derry, solicitor, of Ryde and
Ventnor, who was killed whilst fighting in the Dardanelles. Lieut. Derry had spent some time in Ceylon as a tea-
planter, when he joined the Ceylon Mounted Rifles as a private. He soon afterwards gained promotion and was quite
recently given a commission in the 2nd Hants Regiment.

Records show that Lieut. Derry's address was Mattakelle Tawalakelle, Ceylon.

UNITED STATES SUPPORT

Although not part of the British Empire, the United States were very quick to express
support for the war effort. The Isle of Wight Times reported on 1 October 1914: At the
suggestion of the War Office, the American Women's War Relief Fund have postponed their
original intention of equipping and maintaining an ambulance ship, and have presented six
motor ambulances for use at the Front. Two weeks before it had been reported that a Santa
Claus ship with Christmas gifts for the war's orphans was being organised by the United
States.

WILLIAM CAMPLING ELEY was the son of James and Fanny Eley and the census of 1881 and of 1891 record they
were at 49 Union Street and James is a Harness Maker. The family later moved to 22 Well Street. William had
emigrated to the United States but came back in 1916 to serve with the 21st Battalion, Manchester Regiment. His last
communication to his family, dated 19 October 1917, told of his safety after battle but he died in early November.
Sadly, his mother Fanny actually died on 20 October so the family was doubly bereaved. James died the following
June.

Website: www.rshg.org.uk
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RYDE 100 YEARS AGO

é: @ The Isle of Wight Observer in January 1914 printed a list of Public Institutions and Officials which
E really illustrate how the town of Ryde was thriving a century ago.

@ 0
Essential Records are being kept by the Relieving Officer and Registrar of Births and Deaths - William N
Abraham, 2 Denbigh Villas, Swanmore Road and the Registrar of Marriages - Alfred Adam Tutte,
Sussex House, Oakfield.

A Healthy and Safe Town with the Royal Isle of Wight County Hospital, Swanmore Road, Visiting Days, Tuesdays
and Fridays 2 to 3pm, Sundays 3 to 4pm (more than enough time!)

Ryde District Nursing for the Sick Poor can be found at 60 Monkton Street (Hon. secretary - Miss Corrie).
Isle of Wight Ambulance Corps, Ryde Division - Head Quarters are at Town Hall - Surgeon Dr A Banks

FRCS.

National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children - Inspector Mr Frank S Allan, THE N 5 s . P . c 5 c
is at 4 The Friars, Monkton Street. Animals are safe too with the Royal Society for NEEDS YOUR HELP
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (in fact listed before the children!) whose ’
Inspector is Mr Clayton.

Rest and Recreation can be had at the Hazelwood Home for Commercial Young Men, Ashey Road as well as at an
abundance of Clubs and Societies including:

Ryde Club, Spencer Road (Hon. secretary Mr G H Mullins); Ryde Philharmonic Society (Hon.
Conductor Mr C B Hair); Royal Victoria Yacht Club, St Thomas' Street (with many Commodores,
Baronets and Colonels in charge!) Ryde Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, Play Street (Hon.
secretary Mr G Fardell).

Ryde Conservative Club, Lind Street (President Mr W B Brigstocke); Conservative and Unionist
Working Men's Club, Barfield (President Major General R S Fetherstonhaugh CB) Ryde Liberal
Club and Association, 94 High Street (Secretary Mr W Stockman).

The Freemasons Hall is at 9 John Street; the Loyal East Medina Lodge meet at Oddfellows Hall, High
Street, on alternate Mondays and the Court Astrae meet at the Forester's Hall in Warwick Street on the
first Monday of the month.

Not forgetting - Holy Trinity Club, Star Street, which has reading and card rooms, and a
well appointed billiard room with four tables where visitors may become temporary members at 5d. per
week or 1s. per month. Just see Mr A Bourn, the Secretary.

Website: www.rshg.org.uk
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SOCIAL LIFE 100 YEARS AGO

Isle of Wight Observer
24 January 1914: Opera - The members of the Ryde Operatic Society have made great progress with "The
Gondoliers", and there is every reason to anticipate an excellent performance of this charming opera.

24 January 1914: Golf - It is possible that the proposed Ryde Golf Club will become an accomplished fact before very
long. It is hoped and expected that the residents and others interested in the town will not only become members, but
debenture holders as well.

RYDE
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(including luxurions new fiush-sided torpedo . ; ;
28 seater, 1914 typa) T@’ERN ‘&E@EET
[.owest prices quoted for excarsions o sil paris .
of the J.S;f’t?i(j. i JULY 90th o 25?;11, 1914,
A. H. CREETH AND SONS,
afotor VWarks and Garage, —_—
Nettlestons, near Ryde, IW, MONDAY JULY 20
Isle of Wight County Press LOCAT, BEVENTS ONLY.

27 June 1914: Scouts Gymkhana - Thursday July 9th, in Arundel Road g
Field, Elmfield, Ryde, opened by the Mayor of Ryde, at 4 o'clock. The *
Howitzer Band will play. Entrance 1/- first hour, 6d afterwards.

pon to plapdrs who have resided or clonped to o
ub in the Inlo of Wight from 1t Tune to 20th
Jaly-1914.)

Admissibn 1s. delly, or weelis tikket 4,

11 July 1914: Local Rose Growers Success — At the National Rose Entry Forab of )

Society's great exhibition of roses, held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Grones Fanhikr,
Regents Park, on Tuesday, Mrs Cradock took a first and a second prize : Marketjstroet, Ryde.
and Mrs Denman Murray three first prizes. R YDFE

25 July 1914: Theatre Royal — Despite the hot weather, the ! Mar ry Ay B DR SN
Theatre Royal continues to enjoy more than liberal patronage, and St. J{}hll g Iloral Exhibition
certainly the unvarying high quality of the bill merits it. This week, BANIE HOLIDAY, AUYGUST g,

for instance, the programme includes a decidedly smart turn by The in the _
Four Rays, who are easily the best quartet of speciality dancers GROUNGS OF ST, JOHN'S HQUSE, RYDE
seen in Ryde for some time. (by kind permission of tho Rév. J. T. Puckle).
(spening Ceremony 2.30 p.fa. by
Royal Society for the THIL DOWAGER LADY CALTBORPI.
Prevention of Crueltv to Animals. ., Prize Distribution 5.3d p.n, by
By ruqu::f;:;zua‘/ Tavy —— MRS. DOUGLAS B HALL. —

/ tARIDED | A TV A ) . Adppission
A GARDEN FRTE, 2 ull'3, 19" 3 till 5.30, 6d.; 5.30 to clese, 3.,
in ald of the Funds of the above, will be k i1 o] i ; SUETS
WETFT TATSEUYS O 2V IYED ]_iQr|thC-1‘IJﬁl'1.1EU]:ll'5 £00-laTge posicn.
ST. WILFRID'S. RYDE, H. Rev:oups, Bon. Secretary.
o8 THURSDAY NEXT, JULY 2, o
Irom & paa. Gl 9 pan,

The Fébe will be -(:-imu at 3.20 p.m. by 'itl{} }{J‘%«.j‘l N kaAL ,l_%}.ﬂv.l‘h}w,v'g

MERS. OGLANDER. — JUELY 18, 1014,

e

By kind permission of Col. Rhodes
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SPANISH DABGE = l'efl‘lei‘;-b . 1 ARG ET FLil BYRE ABHBEBLID
{ i DANCE, arrang v Biss TUBTLE,
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PROGRESSIVE WHIST. Wy P Y 1 d o wH
Aunt Sallies Coconut Shies. Shooting. i:{; vb” E} 'Eh g E ﬁj} ‘Et 5
Stk e bl o pE Heserved sotts on Pavilion nnd Flor Heénd
er 14 uitéz m__fgng];m%ﬂ, 6d. during ‘ 11};-:”. v, Bd., snd ba,
Dees 14 amt b bk Por Plan and Particulars npply Bovrotary.

Pigr Toll onty 2d.

AUGUST 1914 - The town's social scene was about to change when the declaration of war with Germany was
announced. Events were cancelled, troops mobilised, volunteers called for, and Red Cross Hospitals soon
established. Concerts, where they continued, took on a new role to help raise funds for the war effort.
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