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DEATH OF MISS MARY L. EASTY. 

 

 Residents in the Isle of Wight will have learned with great regret of the death of Miss Mary Louisa 

EASTY which occurred on Friday at West Parley, Queen’s Road under sad circumstances.  About nine 

years ago Miss EASTY went to Margate where she started a nursing home which proved very successful.  

Unfortunately she then developed internal cancer and after being under medical attendance for a long time, 

she left Margate and returned to Ryde in August.  At the beginning of the last week she became extremely ill 

and on the Friday it was decided that she should undergo an examination by Dr. DAVIS  Dr WADHAM and 

Dr. BANKS with the consent of Miss EASTY chloroform was administered.  Long illness had made her so 

weak, however, that she died under the anaesthetic.  Miss EASTY was only 48 years of age.  Her family 

have lived in Ryde for over sixty years and the deceased lady was naturally well known in the Island where 

she has earned the affection of a wide circle of friends. The nursing home at Margate will in future be 

carried on by her sister. 

 An inquest being necessary it was held before Mr. F. A. JOYCE (Deputy Coroner for the Island), at 

the Ryde Borough Police station on Saturday evening. 

 The Coroner said in opening that there were one or two points for the jury to consider.  The first was 

as to whether the deceased was a consenting party for the administering of the chloroform; whether she was 

in a right state of mind at the time and whether due care was exercised by the medical men in administering 

it. 

 The first witness as Ann MILES, domestic servant in the family for 47 ears, who stated that deceased 

was 48 years last July.  She had had a nursing home at Margate but had lived at West Parley since August.  

She was suffering from a cancer and had been medically attended for a long time.  In consequence of her 

health she abandoned the nursing home.  Witness had had many conversations with her as to the operation 

being performed and deceased was quite aware that it would be done with chloroform or ether.  Witness was 

not in the room at the time the examination was made but understood that deceased died shortly after the 

administration of chloroform. 

 Dr. John David DAVIS, of Ryde stated that he had attended the deceased for three months.  She was 

suffering from internal cancer.  He explained to the deceased that her condition was very serious and she 

was anxious that anything that could be done should be done for her.  After the anaesthetic had been 

administered it was found that nothing could be done to relieve her. 

 The Coroner asked if deceased was in any way a consenting party to it being administered. 

 Dr. DAVIES replied in the affirmative.  Deceased was most anxious that anything should be done to 

relieve her, and understood the risk she was running. 

 Was it intended to make an operation if the result of the examination proved favourable? – Yes. 

 In answer to the Coroner, Dr. DAVIS detailed what took place at the time.  He stated that the 

anaesthetic was administered by Dr. WADHAM in the usual way.  That was at about a quarter to three.  The 

examination was made by Dr. BANKS and himself, and as the result of that examination, they came to the 

conclusion that no operation should be performed to relieve the deceased.  The anaesthetic was then at once 

stopped. 

 The Coroner. – How long had it been going on? – It is difficult to tell.  The whole thing was not 

more than five minutes. 

 The doctor further stated that they were about to put deceased back into bed when unfavourable 

symptoms set in and she died almost immediately. 

 The Coroner. – Has Dr. WADHAM often administered chloroform? – Oh yes, it is almost a daily 

occurrence with him. 

 Can you form any opinion as to the condition deceased was in?  Do you think that that the disease 

had made such progress that death was probable? – She was suffering from a very advanced stage of the 

disease and no doubt would have lingered on a few days and then died, probably under great suffering. 

 Directly you came to the conclusion that an operation could not be performed the anaesthetic was 

stopped? – Yes. 

 Dr. WADHAM confirmed the statements made by Dr. DAVIS.  The anaesthetic he stated was 

stopped before rather than after the discovery was made that no operation would be performed.  He had been 

daily used the administering anaesthetics for the past eighteen years, and had never had a fatality before.  



The amount he administered was something under a dracham.  Dr. DAVIS examined the deceased’s heart 

before the anaesthetic was given. 

 Dr. A. BANKS corroborated.  Deceased was coming round at the time that the unfortunate collapse 

occurred. 

 In reply to a juror Dr. DAVIS stated that deceased had no disease of the heart, but she was very weak 

owing to considerable sickness during the last few days. 

 The Coroner thought that the jury would have no hesitation in saying that the anaesthetic was 

properly administered by medical men.  

 The jury returned a verdict that the deceased died from heart failure while under chloroform properly 

administered by qualified medical men. 
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 The remains of the late Miss EASTY were interred at the Cemetery, Ryde, on Tuesday, when the 

Vicar, the Rev. A. G. ROBINSON, officiated.  The chief mourners were Mr. and Mrs. A. F. EASTY, Miss 

H. EASTY, Miss MILES, who has been in the service of the family for 47 years, and Dr. DAVIS.  Mr. J. P. 

EASTY and Mr. A. H. EASTY (brothers) were unable to attend owing to ill health.  The floral tributes were 

very beautiful and quite hid the coffin.  The were sent by the following: 

 Mrs. EASTY (mother), “in loving remembrance of my darling child, from her mother”, Miss H. 

EASTY (sister), “from Helen, in fond remembrance”; Mr. and Mrs. A. F. EASTY (brother and sister); “in 

memory of our dearly loved sister Dolly, from Gus and Connie”; the servants of West Parley, “ in loving 

remembrance from Ann and Kate”; Miss  

WETHERALL, Leamington, “with fond and grateful love from Molli”; Mr. VARIAN, Southampton, “with 

deep regret from an old friend”; Mrs. A. J. WADE and the Misses WADE, Trinity Place, “With deepest 

sympathy”; Miss BRENT, Ryde. “with love and true sympathy” Miss MAY, Margate, “from Phyllis MAY”; 

Mrs. R. KEAYS, Bedford, “dear Dolly, with fondest love from Robert, May and the boys”; Miss MAN and 

Mrs. JACKMAN, London, “in affectionate remembrance from Lou and Ollie”; Mrs. PALMER, Ramsgate; 

Miss C. FULLANGER, Ryde, “with love and deep sympathy”; Mrs. GREENWOOD and Annie, “in loving 

and grateful memory from two who many times experienced her loving care and help”; Rev. and Mrs. 

McALLISTER and Miss McALLISTER, “with sincere sympathy”; Miss WATKINS and Mr. Dudley 

WATKINS, “in affectionate remembrance”; Miss McALLISTER, “with love and sincerest sympathy from 

Etta”; Miss KININMOUTH, Ryde “WITH SINCEREST SYMPATHY”; Mrs and Miss LEADER, “with 

deepest sympathy”, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. EASTY, Wallington (brother and sister-in-law), “We send this cross 

in loving thought of our poor sister – gone to God”; Mrs. VEVERS, Maidenhead “With respectful 

sympathy.” 

 The coffin was of fumed oak, with raised lid and electro-plated furniture, the plate was inscribed 

   MARY LOUISA EASTY, 

     Born 21st July, 1858. 

                             Died 7th Dec. 1906. 

 Messrs. PURNELL and PURNELL carried out the funeral arrangements.  
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