ISLE OF WIGHT OBSERVER Saturday 24" October 1885

SINGULAR ACCIDENT.
A BOY SUFFOCATED BY A HEAP OF
FALLING ASHES.

An inquest was held at the Rosemary Branch Inn, by F. BLAKE, Esqg., the Coroner for the Island,
upon the body of Samuel WICKENS, aged 13, who had been smothered by a falling heap of ashes. The
jury went to the field where the accident occurred but found that a portion of the heap had been removed.
The first witness was

Charles PITCHER, a labourer, who deposed that he knew the deceased who was the son of Thomas
WICKENS, a stonemason. On Friday, the 16" inst., witness was up in a field near Ashey turnpike turning
up the ashes. Deceased asked him if he could come in and pick up some of the coal from the ashes. He told
deceased he might, as he had frequently been there before. As witness chucked the stuff up deceased picked
out anything he saw fall down. After dinner another boy named JOLLIFFE joined them. He was using the
shovel at the foot of the heap, helping to throw the stuff up, when all at once JOLLIFFE said “Look out! its
falling!” Witness then looked round and saw the heap falling and it nearly touched his head. Did not see
any of the boys when the ashes were falling down. As soon as it had fallen he sung out “Sam! where are
you?” He then sang out for “Ted JOLLIFFE” and found him covered up to the legs, and not able to get out
without help. He then tried to find deceased and asked JOLLIFFE where he was. JOLLIFFE pointed out
where he thought he was standing when the slip occurred, and witness worked away there but could not find
him. He then got JOLLIFFE out and sent him for assistance, and he went for witness’s father. Just as he
had got deceased’s head clear his father came and helped him. Deceased appeared to be quite dead. Could
not account for the heap falling as he had been at work there before. Had not been excavating or digging
under the heap at all. Should not think JOLLIFFE could have disturbed the heap. As soon as deceased was
got out, he took him to the toll gate, where Dr. RICH came and saw him. Did not think the boys were in the
least danger. - By the jury: When the heap broke away it was not so straight as a brick wall, but nearly so.
Had levelled the heap somewhat since the accident. He had orders to turn the heap. Could not say how far
deceased was from the foot of the heap. Should have had a narrow escape himself had not the boy called
out.

Mr. Evelyn RICH, practising at Ryde, said he was sent for on Friday morning and found deceased at
Ashey toll gate. He was quite dead. Saw no marks of violence, his face was very much congested showing
he had died from suffocation. Ashes were drawn into his mouth and nostrils. He imagined deceased must
have fallen into a ???? heap of ashes, and the weight on his back kept him from rising. Death must have
been almost instantaneous. Went afterwards to the ash heap, and found that a great breadth of ashes fallen,
about 10 feet broad, and between 2ft. and 3ft deep. There was a large hole where the deceased had been dug
out. The stuff was very soft and the boy must have got the whole weight of the fallen ashes upon him, he
being in the centre, and PITCHER and JOLLIFFE on either side of him. He imagined the ashes had simply
slipped. The heap was over six ft. high. Should not have thought there was any danger in the boys being
there. Should think deceased had been dead half an hour when he saw him.

The Coroner, having briefly summed up, the jury returned a verdict of “accidental death” the
foreman expressing the hope that the accident would be a caution to the first witness not to let anymore boys
into the field in the future.



