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Coroner's Comment at Ryde Inquest. 

PEOPLE WHO SCRAMBLE FOR BUSES 

 

 The behaviour of some people waiting to board buses was commented upon by the 

Deputy-Coroner (R. E. A. WEBSTER, Esq.) at an inquest in Ryde Town-hall on Tuesday on 

the body of Mrs. Elizabeth BUSHELL, aged 74, of Barielly, Lower Bettesworth-road, Ryde, 

whose death on Friday last was accelerated by a fall in the street. Inspector RUGMAN was 

present.  

 Jack BUSHELL, a press assistant, of No. 1 Haifa-cottages, Bettesworth-road, said his 

mother had been in the habit of sleeping at his house for a year. On September 16th, her 

birthday, she left on the 2.20 bus to go shopping in Ryde, and at 4 p.m. she was brought home 

by Dr. CHURCHILL, who explained that she had met with an. accident. On September 18th 

she was removed to the County Hospital for an X-ray examination and afterwards was 

brought back to his home. His wife took his mother up some tea on Friday afternoon and 

shortly afterwards he heard a knocking. His wife went upstairs and his mother said she felt 

queer and died immediately. When he asked her how the accident happened she said she was 

standing at the corner of John-street against the National Provincial Bank waiting for the bus 

to go past. There were several people standing against the bank and she felt a push in the 

back and fell over. She had the impression that it was done by someone running to catch the 

bus.---In answer to the Coroner; witness said his mother was quite clear in her explanation. 

 Dr. G. A. UPCOTT GILL said Dr. CHURCHILL attended Mrs BUSHELL in his 

absence. An X-ray examination showed that there was no fracture of the ribs but one of the 

left wrist. He visited her from time to time and she as quite bright and cheerful. Death was 

due to myocardial degeneration of the heart, no doubt accelerated by the accident. 

 P.W.R. COFFEN said that at 3.10 p.m. on September 16th he was in the High-street 

and saw a group of people in John-street. On his arrival he found deceased lying on the 

pavement receiving attention for an injured wrist. She was suffering from shock and had a 

bruise under the left eye. With assistance he took her into Bevin's shop, where she was given 

restoratives and made comfortable until the arrival of Dr. CHURCHILL. He could get no 

information from her at the time owing to her condition, and obtained her address from her 

identity card. He made inquiries but was unable to trace anyone who witnessed the accident. 

He thought she had tripped over the kerb in crossing from one side of the street to the other.  

 The Coroner returned a verdict that deceased died from natural causes, accelerated by 

the shock and a broken wrist caused when she was knocked down. He said that unfortunately 

in these days people scrambled for the buses and did not care much who was in the way. He 

felt that someone must have pushed the poor old lady probably in trying to catch a bus. 
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