
 

ISLE OF WIGHT OBSERVER Saturday 4th February 1922 

 

PIER EMPLOYEE’S RETIREMENT. 

 

 The oldest member of the Joint Co’s staff at the pier head has just retired in the person of Mr. Joe 

BUTLER commonly known as “Old Joe” the crane driver.  Joe started to work on the South Western 

Railway at the age of 17 and retires at 75 having served 58 years.  During his 41 years at Ryde he has served 

under 5 station masters and has seen a great many changes.  His steam whistle on the crane has always 

greeted the honeymoon couples and given them a hearty send off, also during the war when drafts were sent 

away he gave “pip pip” on the hooter to bid them farewell.  His genial disposition and familiar face will be 

missed by the Pier promenaders as well as a great number of regular visitors.  We heartily join in wishing 

him health and happiness in his well-earned rest. 
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