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A Foreshore Fatality. 

------ 

INQUEST AT THE HOSPITAL. 

 

 The sad circumstances attending the death of Mr. Samuel BALL, engineer, resulting from the 

effects of injuries sustained whilst removing the iron piles from the Old Victoria Pier on the foreshore were 

inquired into by the Deputy Coroner (W H. P. THIRKELL Esq.) at the County Hospital on Friday.  The 

deceased was a married man of 38 years of age. 

 James BALL, marine store dealer, Sulva Cottage, High-street, Oakfield, identified the body as that of 

his brother an engineer late of 3 High Park Square.  On Tuesday night he was engaged with deceased on the 

fore-shore at Ryde at about 8.30 p m. to save the tide.  Edward BALL, another brother was with them.  They 

were loading iron on to a barge, the “St. Helena” which was lying on the sand.  The iron was to be conveyed 

to Southampton.  The barge was about 150 yards from the sea wall and some of the piles had been placed in 

it, and 30 or so on the sand close alongside.  They were loading by means of a derrick on board the barge 

attached to the main mast.  A pile had been lifted to the level of the deck but the rope which was necessary 

to pull it aboard was left in the van on the shore and witness went to fetch it.  As he was returning he saw 

deceased standing on the shore with a 6 ft pinch bar and trying to push the end of the pile on board, but as he 

was doing it the derrick rope broke from which it was slung.  Deceased ran back to avoid being struck which 

he succeeded in doing and he fell on the other piles and struck the back of his head, the bar in his hand also 

striking the side of his head.  He was quite conscious and was conveyed with all speed in a van to the 

Hospital.  The wound was not regarded as dangerous. 

 Edward BULL, 68 St. Johns-road, dealer, said the deceased, the last witness, and another brother 

were engaged in the purchase of the removal of the piles in partnership.  He was working on Tuesday night 

on the barge and the pile was being raised level with the deck.  He saw deceased with the bar in his hand and 

the rope break.  On running back he struck his head on the piles on shore but did not see the bar strike him.  

The rope on the derrick was the bargeman’s and did not look old, and was broken at the place just above 

where the bar was made fast to the pile and he attributed it to the pinch it had when he prized up the pile 

against the side of the barge.  Deceased walked to the van with the assistance of the last witness.  He did not 

look upon the injuries as serious at the time.  Deceased did not enjoy very good health but he had not had a 

doctor since he came out of the Army.  During the war the lorry he was driving was partially blown away 

and that resulted in his suffering from his nerves, but he seemed very well at the time of the accident. 

 Dr. FALCON, House Surgeon deposed that deceased was brought to the out-patients room of the 

Hospital about nine o’clock on Tuesday night and he found him suffering from a scalp wound on the right 

side of the heads and a slight bruising behind the left ear.  There was some oozing from the wound but 

nothing alarming and when he stitched the wound it ceased.  Deceased was admitted to the wards and the 

night sister informed him about 11.30 p.m. that the man had become unconscious and vomited several times.  

Witness saw him there and afterwards up to his death which occurred on Wednesday afternoon.  As witness 

was not able to account for death he conducted a post mortem and on opening the head found a fracture of 

the right bariotial and temple bones, just behind the wound, with a considerable amount of blood clot which 

pervaded the whole of the right hemisphere of the brain.  Death was due to extrodural hemorrhage and 

compression of the brain caused by being struck by the iron bar. 

 The Coroner returned a verdict accordingly and sympathised with deceased’s relatives. 
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THE LATE MR. S. BALL. 

 

 An appeal is made on behalf of Mrs. Samuel BALL, of 3 High Park Square, Oakfield, who owing to 

her husband’s recent sad death, which was the result of an accident, met while at work on the bathing pier, is 

now left with seven children, all of whom are unprovided for. 



 Friends and neighbours have already kindly contributed the following, to help the widow and 

children in their need : - Mr. J. INWOOD, from the employees of the Vectis Steam Laundry, £2;  Mr. W. 

CASS by collection, £12;  T. SCOTT collected at the Commercial Inn, Oakfield, £6. 

 Further contributions may be sent to Mr. T. SCOTT, Treasurer, Oakfield, who will be pleased to 

receive them on behalf of the widow. 
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