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From Rearing Feasts to Street Parties & Disco’s 
 

LET’S CELEBRATE 
 

Rearing Feasts began in 

the late 18th or early 19th 

century as a celebratory 

meal given to workers on 

completion of a building, a 

tradition well recorded in 

Ryde.  

IW Observer 8 March 1862 

IW Observer 19 January 1856 
Hospitality – Mr. Sivier 
entertained all the men engaged 
in the erection of his new hotel 
on the beach, at a substantial 
“rearing feast” on Tuesday 
evening last.  This is one of the 
few good Old English customs 
still existent in this locality. 
 

 
Hampshire Telegraph 4 January 1871 
Servants – At the Ryde Borough Court, on Monday, Mrs. Sivier, of 
Sivier’s Hotel, Pier-street, was charged with keeping three servants and 
neglecting to pay duty. The defendant was fined £5 and costs. 
 
Sadly, the same newspaper, 22 February 1871, reported that Mrs Sivier, 
after a period of ‘weakness’ one night walked down the steps from 
‘Siviers’ into the sea and was drowned.  
 

 

IW Times 10 February 1866 
Opening Dinner – On Tuesday evening last a very agreeable 
party, numbering about 30 persons, assembled at Yelf’s hotel 
tap, to celebrate Mr. Jobling’s taking possession of the 
establishment, and to wish him every success in his new 
undertaking. [Photo of Yelf’s Tap Tony Gale] 

 

Early photograph showing the steps to 
the sea, Peter Rickard.  
Later postcard, with the Western 
Gardens & the Victorian advert. RSHG 

 
IW Observer 20 August 1864 
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The IW Observer, 15 November 1873, reported the ‘House 

Warming’ the previous Thursday evening, when ‘on the 

invitation of Mr & Mrs Jas. Buckett of the Terminus Hotel, 

a goodly number assembled to do honour to a sumptuous 

dinner’ for the opening of the new premises. So named 

because it was at the, then, end of the railway line from 

Ventnor, the journey to the pier having to continue by tram. 

‘All sorts of people, in all sorts of dresses, mechanics, 

firemen and burgesses’ numbering about 60 sat down to a 

‘first class dinner’. The report ended by expressing surprise 

at ‘so rich a treat flowing from a solitary Buckett’. 

 

Broderick photograph of the 1890’s - RSHG 

 
The menu from Mayor B. Whitttington’s banquet at the 

Pier Hotel, 28 November 1893. Roy Brinton Collection 

The courses were all in French. Huîtres [oysters] 

followed by Potage [two soups, probably oxtail or lentil]. 

The Fish course was turbot or epilans frits [fried smelts]; 

Entrées [the choice included veal]; Relevés [probably 

turkey, ham and lamb]; Rȏt [roast – maybe potatoes etc.]; 

Entrements [seemingly seven different options including 

pastries]; Dessert and Coffee followed, making ten 

courses in all. 

 The Pier Hotel was also the venue for a grand banquet, 

for 30, in honour of Henry Brady, late district engineer of 

the LSW Railway Company. He was presented with a 

piece of plate worth 50 guineas. Mr and Mrs Barnes were 

complimented on the admirable way they had catered for 

the happiness of the party. The menu was similar to that 

of Mayor Whittington’s. Entrees included ‘Currie Chicken’ 

and ‘Salmi Pigeons’, Revelees included goose and 

tongue, an additional game course of pheasants, wild 

ducks and leveret. Entrements included ‘Sir Watkin 

Wynn Pudding’. The company were entertained by 

Tollervey’s band. From the IW Observer report 15 

November 1873. 

 
Week’s Hotel had opened in 1864 just as 

a beerhouse. Eventually being taken over 

by Mew Langton, it finally closed in 1970. 

Information from Tony Gale 

On Thursday evening, the 
workmen employed in the 
erection of the new 
Almshouses, had a “rearing 
feast” at the Albany Hotel, 
thanks to the kindness of 
Miss Brigstocke.  About 40 
set down altogether, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
capital dinner which had 
been provided.  

IW Observer 
28 November 1891 

 
Photograph RSHG 

IW Observer 5 November 1921 

Weeks Hotel report IW Observer 15 November 1873 
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Kelly’s Directory 1951 

Quarry Road residents 

To celebrate VJ Day Mrs Sivell of 

Quarry Road collected the 

necessary funds and some 60 

children, from Alfred Street and 

Quarry Road sat down to a liberal 

spread. Afterwards the children 

waited on the grown-ups. Music was 

relayed from one of the houses, 

singing and games followed. After a 

visit from the Mayor, Mr Weeks and 

Mrs Weeks, they all went off in red, 

white and blue decorated buses 

around the town. On returning an 

effigy of Hitler was burnt on a bonfire 

and celebrations continued until 

midnight.  

From a report in the IW County 

Press 8 September 1945 

Quarry Road Street Party 

Photographs Heather Driver 

At Elmfield the children’s tea took 

place in the Congregational church 

for 120. Prizes were given for the 

best fancy dress. This was 

followed by a social evening 

including community singing and a 

comedy act. The evening ended 

with Mr Reed Ford of Portsmouth’s 

conjuring and ventriloquism act. 

‘The happy party concluding with 

Auld Lang Syne’.  

From the IW County Press report 

15 September 1945 

IW Times 17 March 1923 Ryde Guide 1935 

IW Observer 30 November 1918 
Special Constables Dinner – On 
Thursday evening Mr Capel Morris 
gave a dinner at Yelf’s Hotel, Ryde, 
to the Special Constables and 
Regulars of the Borough Police.  His 
Worship the Mayor, was with the 
company, and the string band of the 
Royal Marine Artillery attended. 
Stars were presented to several of 
the Chief Constables for their length 
of service. 

 
The IW Observer 22 April 1922 reported the 

silver wedding celebrations of Mr and Mrs 

Ugoni of the Ryde Restaurant, near to the 

Albany. Beti’s made the cake, decorated with 

Italian and Union Jack Flags. Shapland’s was 

another well-known Union Street shop noted for 

their cakes.  

Business card  

Hilary Lloyd  

IW Observer 5 February 1916 

The IW Observer, 24 December 1921, 

reported on the marriage of Miss Kate Allnutt 

to Mr F. Smith, at St. John’s Church. Her 

employers, Harvey & Co of Piers Street 

presented her with a wedding cake and glass 

tumblers, wine glasses and a set of jugs. 
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Ryde & Seaview Guide 1954 

Coronation celebrations in Arthur Street  

Photo Derek Tomlinson 

Articles from IW County Press 6 June 1953 

Advert IW County Press 12 August 1978 

Reported in the IW Observer 4 March 1922 

A Fancy Dress Dance to celebrate the marriage of Princess Mary to Viscount 

Lascelles was given by Mrs Rolph at her Salon in the Royal Victoria Arcade. She 

herself was got up in a novel manner her headdress being the ‘Isle of Wight Times’. 

Miss Lambert’s ladies’ orchestra provided the music for about 100 dancers. Mrs 

Payne generously gave a two-tier wedding cake with bells etc., to be distributed half 

way through the evening. 

 

Advert for ‘The Galleon’ in Union 

Street. 

 

IW Times 24 March 1966 

advertised The Unity Stompers 

Buffet Dance at the Galleon 

Restaurant on Friday March 25th, 

8 – 11 pm. Tickets [including 

buffet] 5/- available at the door or 

phone 2980 

IW Times 8 December 1966 About 150 

people attended the third annual Christmas 

party of the Railway Retirement Association 

at the Oasis on Tuesday afternoon. Among 

those present were representatives of similar 

associations at Havant and Bognor. 

[The Oasis was at the Solent Court Hotel] 

Ryde & Seaview Guide 1954 
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IW Times 6 February 1969 
Motor Coach Owners’ Association – At 
the annual dinner held at the Ponda 
Rosa, Ashey, Mr. Shotter, voiced concern 
about the sweeping alterations planned 
for Ryde Esplanade, in connection with a 
new western relief road. “We hope the 
interests of the coach operators will not 
be lost sight of as this work progresses,” 
he said. 
 
The Ponda Rosa was a favourite venue 
for large dinner functions. When extra 
staff were needed head waitress Jean 
Ball could call on a bank of freelance 
waitresses. 
 
 

Exterior photograph RSHG 

Black & white advert  

IW County Press 17 October 

1970  

Colour advert The Islander 

August 1970 

Jimmy Rivers entertaining at 

a function [Ann Barrett] 

IW County Press 13 June 1970 
Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Stroud, of Oak Lodge, 
Weeks Road, celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary last week with a 
dinner party at the Ponda Rosa.  Mrs. 
Constance Stroud is the granddaughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jolliffe, of Coppid Hall Farm, 
Havenstreet. 
 

 

IW Times 4 June 1964 
A cheque for £250 was 

presented to Oakfield 

Football Club on Friday at the 

Hotel Ryde Castle by 

Oakfield F.C. Supporters’ 

Club who entertained the 

footballers and their wives 

and friends to a dinner and 

dance.  

 
 

IW Times 14 March 1968 The lower restaurant of the Prince Consort 

provided a delightfully comfortable and restful setting for the debut of 

the Lady Katie Boutique of Union street … at an informal tea party 

invited guests had a preview of a wide range of fashion, beachwear, 

casual and rainwear, dresses, evening wear and suits for all 

occasions. 

Tudor Catering Room and 

Ballroom Hotel Ryde Castle 

Brian Young 

Postcard of the exterior RSHG 

 

IW Times 2 December 1965 
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IW County Press 7 May 1960 
About 300 people attended the 
annual Island Police Ball at the 
Royal York Hotel, Ryde, on Friday 
week.  Over £100 was raised for 
police and various Island 
charities.  Bert Osborne’s band 
provided the music.  Mr. Osborne 
being M.C. 
 
Interior photographs of the Royal 
York Ann Barrett 

 

IW County Press 3 May 1975 

IW County Press 7 June 1975    

IW County Press 20 December 1980 
About 40 representatives of Island 
WRVS sections attended a luncheon 
party at Spencer’s Inn, Ryde to say 
farewell to Mrs. Ena Crossley, who 
had retired as county organiser. 

 Interior postcard view and Poster 

Hilary Lloyd 

IW County Press 1 October 
1966 
Silver Jubilee Garden Show 
– During the visit of Earl 
Mountbatten, he was the 
guest of honour at a 
luncheon at the Royal York 
Hotel attended by the Mayor 
Mr. J. B. W. Brownsdon.  Mr. 
Dibbens presided over an 
attendance of about 44 
guests. 
 

 

IW County Press 10 February 1979 Advert 1960 

 

Interior view of the Prince Consort 

Brian Young 

IW Times 7 July 1966 The 

famous former Royal Victoria 

Yacht Club began a new 

career last night as the 

“Prince Consort”… following 

the completion of the first 

stage of a £25,000 to convert 

the premises into a “luxury 

pub and private club”.    
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