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UNEMPLOYMENT AND DEPRESSION. 

 

 An inquest was held on Tuesday afternoon at the Ryde Police Station on the body of Annie Lavinia 

ORCHARD, aged 26 years, of 7, Argyll Place, who died from poisoning at her home on the Saturday 

previous. The acting Deputy Coroner (Mr. James ELDRIDGE) conducted the enquiry.  Mr. E.C. LOADER 

was chosen foreman of the jury. 

 Frances Flora ORCHARD, 7, Argyll Place, dressmaker, said that deceased was her sister.  On 

Thursday morning between half-past two and three, deceased came to her in her bedroom, and said that she 

felt ill and sick.  Deceased went downstairs again, and witness got up immediately and followed her.  

Witness found that the deceased was laying on the sofa, and she had been sick.  Deceased complained that 

she felt bad.  Witness gave her some water, and bathed her forehead, and deceased appeared much better and 

went back to bed.  Witness thought at the time that deceased was suffering from a bilious attack.  Witness 

left the house at 8.30 and returned again at 1 o’clock.  Witness told another sister before she went to 

business that deceased was ill, and sister saw deceased, and said that she thought she was better, and would 

improve after a little sleep.  At 1 o’clock witness found that the deceased was much worse, and she called 

her father and sent for the doctor.  Deceased had not been ill so far as witness knew during the morning.  She 

had been out of employment since September last.  Deceased had said nothing about, it except that she 

wished that she could get some work.  For some time she had been very depressed at intervals, and a 

fortnight before she had a slight attack of influenza.  She appeared to have got over that.  Deceased had 

never hinted at doing anything to herself, and she had no idea at first that she had done so.  Witness stayed 

with deceased on Thursday afternoon.  She died just after seven on the Saturday following.  Witness asked 

her why she did it, and she said that she did not know.  Deceased was able to speak at times. 

 Henry ORCHARD, 7, Argyll Place, carpenter, said that the deceased was his daughter.  On Thursday 

morning witness left home at ten minutes to six.  He had heard his daughters about in the night, and called 

out to know what was the matter.  The previous witness answered that her sister had a bilious attack.  At 

8.15 witness returned home and learned that deceased was about the same and still sick.  After breakfast 

witness went up to her and asked her how she was.  Deceased then said she felt very sick and asked for some 

tea.  Witness sent up a cup of tea, and told them before he left if deceased was any worse to send for the 

doctor.  At 12.15 he was told deceased was still very bad.  Witness asked her if she had been taking 

anything.  Deceased at first said “No,” and afterwards said that she had been taking some spirits of salts.  

Witness asked her why she took it.  Deceased said that she did not know, she could not get anything to do, 

and she did not know why she took it.  She said the stuff she had was downstairs.  Witness searched and 

found the bottle in the ash-bin.  It was coloured green, and marked spirits of salts.  The bottle was empty 

when he found it.  When deceased said she had taken the spirits of salts, he looked at her mouth, and finding 

it was very burnt he sent for the doctor.  Deceased had been frightfully depressed at times, particularly 

during the last month, and it was nothing for him to find her crying.  He cheered her up, and said that she 

need not trouble because she could not get work.  Deceased could have stayed at home whether she was out 

of work or not. 

 William Walter BURR, Park Road, Ryde, qualified chemist, employed by SMITH and Co., 21, 

High Street, said that on Wednesday, April 13th, between three and four in the afternoon, a girl came into the 

shop and asked for 3d. of spirits of salts.  She offered a clear glass flask, but witness filled the poison bottle 

produced and handed it to her.  It was marked “poison.”  Deceased did not say for what purpose she wanted 

the spirits.   It was not necessary for the deceased to sign the book for the poison.  Witness observed all the 

provisions of the Pharmacy Act.   Spirits of salts was commonly used for cleaning household articles, sinks, 

pots and pans, etc.  There was nothing in the demeanour of the girl to attract the attention of witness. 

 Dr. R.C.H. KENNEDY, practising at Ryde, said that he was called just before 2 o’clock on Thursday 

to see the deceased.  Witness found the patient suffering from poisoning by acid.  She was in great pain.  

Deceased was quite conscious and rational in her conversation, and expressed regret at having taken the 

spirits.  Witness asked her if there was any other cause that led her to take the acid, and she said there was 

no cause beyond depression, resulting on being out of work for so long.  The mouth was very much burnt.  It 

had been stated that a half-ounce was sufficient to cause death, the deceased took three ounces.  Witness had 

to keep deceased under morphia most of the time, because she was in such agony.  There was no possibility 



of saving her life.  Death was due to shock and exhaustion.  Had deceased taken a smaller dose she would 

have died instantaneously.  The quantity she took acted as an emetic, because she brought it all up 

 The Deputy Coroner said the jury would have no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that deceased 

died from a dose of these salts, which she took herself.  They seemed very dangerous things to have about 

the house, and it could easily be taken without anyone knowing of the fact.  The chemist had done 

everything required by law. 

 The jury returned a verdict that the deceased died from the effects of poison, self-administered 

during a fit of depression.  

 The Foreman expressed the sympathy of the jury with the deceased’s parents and relatives.   
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