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SIMEON STREET 

IW Observer 17 July 1920 

There is no doubt that a Recreation Ground for children is a great 
necessity.  It is a shame that the young people have for so long been 
denied one.  The old ground in Simeon Street, though never a credit 
to the Borough, answered the purpose to some extent, especially 
before part of it was claimed for building. 
 

IW County Press 8 August 1970 

Investigations were being made and after negotiation, permission was obtained 
for Ryde Cricket Club to use Simeon Street Recreation Ground.  The club are co-
operating with Ryde Town Council to improve facilities there; the major snag is 
one of finances.  Some of the older residents in Ryde will remember when cricket 
was played at Partlands, where the facilities were shared with Ryde Sports Club. 
 

Photo entrance to recreation ground 

Roy Brinton                           Bill headings RSHG 

In the 1970’s a building behind the Simeon Arms was home to the Slot Car Club.  A 
slot car is a powered miniature automobile or other vehicle, that is guided by a 
groove or slot in the track on which it runs. Though some slot cars are used to 
model highway traffic on scenic layouts, the great majority are used in the 
competitive hobby of slot car racing.  
(Ron & Trevor West – former members of that club) 

 

1911 Sale Catalogue: 

Park Mews consisted of 

two lock-up coach 

houses; stabling for 20 

horses; harness room; 

yard; dung pond; men’s 

WC; etc. RSHG 

IW Observer 8 April 1905 For Sale: 

Wall’s fair Advert IW County Press 26 July 1952 

Simeon Arms Advert IW Times 24 August 1933 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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CROSS STREET 

 

Map of 1864 showing Yelf’s Mews and the Thatched Tavern. 

Part of Kelly’s 1951 Directory 

Pre-1974 photograph before the church was demolished – 

Roy Brinton 

 

From the IW County Press 28 January 

1961 

A pilot scheme was to be started in Cross 

Street. There were about 18 businesses 

on the south side and 11 on the north side. 

One of the objects of the scheme would be 

to achieve a greater unity, but not 

uniformity, because individuality would be 

accentuated. Although basically Cross 

Street was a rather nice looking street it 

lacked colour and there was a tremendous 

scope for improvement. 

IW Observer 

20 April 1895 

IW Observer 21 September 1895 

 

The old entrance to Yelf’s Mews, 

Leighton’s and Cross Street photos, all 

Roy Brinton, 1961, when ladies 

dressed smartly to go shopping.  

John Collins Bookshop and interior – RSHG 

Evans & Dyke Bill, 1917 - RSHG 
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GREEN STREET 
IW Observer 16 September 1876 

Put before the Council was a memorial from 59 inhabitants 
residing in the neighbourhood of the steam mill in Green-
street, complaining of the nuisance arising from smoke; also, 
a report from the Inspector of Nuisances on the same subject. 
Mr. Way the owner of the mill had been frequently 
communicated with on the subject. The committee 
recommend that he be summoned before the magistrates. 
When Mr. Way was spoken to about smoke, he said “The Mill 
was here before your houses; you have come to the nuisance, 
not the nuisance to you.”  Like a sensible man as he was, Mr. 
Way borrowed some smokeless steam coal to try.  
 

In 1972 the old steam flour mill in Green street was 
demolished. The original walls with window arches form part 
of the wall of the car park on the corner of Station Street. Prior 
to demolition, the building was used as a storage facility for the 
Theatre Royal.                  Photo Roy Brinton 

 

IW Observer 25 December 1909 

Postcard showing Taylor, upholsterer, carpenter and 

undertaker -  Paul Kingswell 

Another painted sign in Green Street, for Jolliffe’s.   

Photo Tracy Welstead 

 

IW Observer 24 February 1906 

Good Cooks, House-parlour Maids and other Servants 
wanted. Mr. Rose, Registry Office, 23 Green Street, Ryde. 
 

IW Observer 9 February 1918 

Rifleman F. Ward, of the I.W. Rifles, previously reported 
missing is now reported as having been killed at Gaza on 
April 19 last.  Previous to the war he was in the employ of 
Mr. W. Dore, and was member of the Salvation Army, 
being drummer in the band.  His home is at Mill Cottage, 
Green Street. 

 
 IW Observer 17 January 1920 

Damage in the Gale – At Mr. Downer’s refreshment 
rooms in Green Street the window came out of its frame 
and slid back on to a rail without smashing it in any way, 
and was replaced later in the day. 
 

 

Salvation Army photograph 

RSHG 

Advert IW Observer 

10 June 1922 

IW Observer 16 July 1910 

IW Observer 11 July 1903 

From the IW Observer 

9 November 1918 

A gun carriage in attendance 

for a military funeral was 

attempting to turn when it 

came in violent contact with 

the lamp post outside Mr 

Jolliffe’s shop. The lamp was 

smashed. Fortunately, the 

gun carriage was empty at the 

time. 

 

 

The IW Observer, 14 

March 1908, reported 

that a deaf resident of 

Green Street, Ernest 

Rose, had invented a 

type of ear trumpet to 

aid the deaf to hear. 

He hoped to market 

his invention. 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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JOHN STREET 

Postcard Ann Barrett showing West End 

[later 2 West End and St Catherine’s] 

Map of junction 1864 

Listing from Kelly’s Directory 1951 showing 

the same properties. 

Harrod’s Directory 1865 

IW County Press 20 February 1960 

IW Observer 2 June 1902 advert 
The Coronation Fleet Review, 16 Aug 1902, was the 
first time in the modern era that a review was used to 
mark the Coronation (Wikipedia) 

HMS Mars dressed overall for the event. 
 

Photos of the Scouts in John Street, and Dr Kennedy, 

District Commissioner, courtesy of Barry Groves. 
IW Times 14 March 1907 

Vanner’s old established Job 
and Posting Establishment, 

for rubber tyre Landaus, 
Broughams, Victorias, 

Coaches, Char-a-bancs, 
Brakes, Private omnibuses, 

Drags, Waggonettes, for 
large or small parties. Grey 

horses and private carriages 
for weddings. Omnibuses to 
any part of the town, fare 6d. 
Funeral cars of all description 

at modest charges.  
E Vanner, proprietor. Office 
13 John Street. Stables at 

Newport Street.  
Telephone 0140. 

 

IW Observer 19 March 1870 

IW County Press 27 June 1914 

Auction Sale – On Wednesday Messrs Henry J Way and Son, of Newport, held an important 
sale at Carter's Mews, John Street, of the horses, carriages, &c. by direction of the proprietor, 
who is giving up the establishment. There was a large company present, and although the 
horses were aged, they excited considerable competition and fell to the hammer at 30 ½ gs., 
25 ½ gs., 23gs., 17gs., 17 ½ gs., 16 ½ gs., 13 ½ gs. (twice) and 12gs. respectively. There 
was great apathy in the carriage department, the best price being: Four-hose coach 16 ½ gs., 
landau 14gs., and 12gs., buses £15 5s and £10 15s, and two hearses £32 and £17.  

 

The IW County Press reported on 21 

January 1961 the death, aged 68, of 

Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir Alexander 

Ingleby Mackenzie, son of Dr Ingleby 

Mackenzie of Lansdowne House, John 

Street. The practise is now carried on 

by Dr T Sim and Dr F R B H Kennedy. 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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MONKTON STREET 

Edward Tom Ward [1852-1938] was a 

pioneer of IW cycling, being one of the first 

members of the Vectis Cycling Club. He set 

up his first bicycle making business in 1878 

in Ryde. He moved to Monkton Street with 

his wife and family, by 1901 employing two 

of his sons, Edmund and Edgar. The 

business expanded, by 1910, as Edmund 

Ward & Co., to include cycle making, motor 

engineers and a domestic machinery depot. 

Edward was a kind and genial man. 

Photo Roy Brinton 

 

Photo Brian Young 

No 60 was purchased in 1892 as the District 

Nurses Home, run by Trustees. The nurses’ 

services were free to the poor, but maternity 

cases were charged for, in 1904 that was 7s 

6d. They were not allowed to attended 

infectious disease cases. 

Photo Roy Brinton 

Modern Photo Tracy Welstead 

Plaque on front of building. 

Wheeler advert March 1913 

Wood Shop advert January 1934 

Whitewood advert Pavilion Programme 1921 

 

Quelch, Coal, Coke & Coal Merchant - RSHG 

Photo Roy Brinton 

IW County Press 7 September 1946 

Young lady required for grocery and provision merchant. 
Apply Henry Adams, 6 Monkton-street, Ryde. 

 
 

From a sale catalogue 1926 RSHG 

Originally a beer house, the Rajah Brooke obtained a full licence in 1897. By 

then Charles Penty was licensee, he had been a steward to James Brooke, 

Rajah of Sarawak, hence the pubs name. Penty died in 1894 and, by 1901, 

John Austin was the landlord. It closed in1945 when Mew’s transferred the 

licence to the Appley Hotel. 

Information from Tony Gale. Photograph Roy Brinton 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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CHURCH STREET 
Church Street in 1909 

Roy Brinton 

Today it is St Michaels’ Avenue 

 

St Michael’s Avenue from the church tower 1997 – Les Barrett 

IW Observer 

14 November 1903 

Properties in Church Street were often advertised as 

up for auction in the IW Observer by Coombes’ 

Auction Mart in Cross Street. 

Above 11 May 1901 and below 13 July 1912 

IW Observer 
24 October 1863 

Roads near Swanmore 
Church – We are continually 
requested to call the attention 
of the Commissioners to the 
disgraceful state of the roads 
leading to this church. The 
winter season now setting in, 
renders it imperative that 
something be done. 
 

 

IW Observer 25 April 1903 

IW Observer 8 April 1893 

Petty Sessions – George Miller, a boy, residing at William Street, Swanmore, was 
summoned for throwing a stone at Mr. Currie, of Church Street, Swanmore.  The 
missile struck Mr. Currie on the nose, inflicting considerable injury; in fact, it was 
two hours before the bleeding could be stopped.  The Bench inflicted a fine of £1 
and 10s.6d. costs. 
 

IW Observer 
7 January 1922 

Cyclist’s Lamp – Leonard 
Creeth, motor engineer, 31 
Church-street, Swanmore, 
was summoned for riding a 
bicycle in Union-street, at 
11.5 p.m. without having a 
lighted lamp attached.  
Fined 72s 6d. or 5 days. 
 

IW Observer 29 March 1912 

IW Observer 23 June 1917 

Food Economy Campaign – A Communal 
Dining Centre has this week been opened 
at the Swanmore School-rooms, Church 
Street.  Dinners are served from 12 to 1.15 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays at 2½d. each for school 
children and 3d, each for adults.  Weekly 
tickets are issued at reduced rates. 
 

IW Observer 14 September 1912 

Wanted – Detached House. 2 sitting, 4 bedrooms, within 10 minutes of St. 
Michael’s, Swanmore.  Xmas or Lady Day. Must view during September.  

Mrs. Lang, at 23 Church Street, Swanmore. 
 

From the IW Observer 29 June 1912. An enquiry 

was held into the sudden death of 39-year-old 

shoemaker, Frederick Fry, at his home, 39 Church 

Street. His widow, Henrietta, said he had suffered 

from epileptic fits. He had gone for a walk, but had 

returned home ill. Lately he had been addicted to 

drink, but she thought he was sober that day. Dr 

Pridmore thought he died ‘from epilepsy conduced 

by alcoholic poisoning’.  

http://www.rshg.org.uk/

